1 Dec 17,;,5

Jayme darling,

Tt's during the lunch hour on Saturday and everyone is off for the rest
of the afternoon except myself and one of the civilian employees., I have a little
work to do, but ought to be able to finish it in two hours, so can have

a little time to write to m'sweetheart.

Thought you might get a kick out of the inclosed letter, The bracelets

are really quite nice, and I hope he sends them as I know you'!ll like
them. (They're not all for me, am just getting a couple for you)
Am a big time operator now with a secretary who takes shorthand and types
like mad., She's actually the OMPO's secretary bubt since he isn't around
a great deal, I give her most of her work.

Well, now I must tell you about last night. Harry, Renee (his wife)
and T went to dimmer at her brothers home, It was quite a mansion, and there
were 20 people to dinner, mostly Harry!s biothers and their wifes and Renees
brothers aﬁd their wives., There was only one other young person there, and
it was a lovely young girl, only the poor thing has no arms, just hands that
are suspended from infantile arms with no elbow joint, really pitiful, bub
despite the handicap she'!s very cheerful and interested in thihgs, in fact
she sketches very nicely. By poor luck or chance, I was seated next to her
at dinner, and didn't know whether to help her or forget it or what, mwbdkis
so I decided to pay no attention to her ‘and she managed ok, After dinner
Harry sang for us, and then we did a Iittle community singing and did some
charades (cripes what a waste of time). I forgot to mention the menu, Consomme
Roast Duck, a kind of roast potatoe with a very crisp exterior, fresh tomatoes
and fruits, chopped liver, cherry pie and chocolate custard, which all adds
up'to a damm nice meals, Servants are very cheap here, and they had them running

out of our ears., AL one time there were four men serving at the same time




rough war isn't its They were curious about the states and pumped me for
info, which I supplied, It was quite an evening and seemed nice to be
around some family life again. These people look like Jews would anywhere,

P B~

only perhaps aplittle darker, as a mabter of fact, some of them are

deep olive, and T mean deep, the occasion for the celebration was that

one of Harry's brothers is returning to: England in about a week and it

was a bon voyage shindig, also they have a clay tennis court on the estate
and 'as soon as it's in condition, we're going over and do some tennising.

A1l the fellows are going to the races today, so I sent along some
dough tg be placed on a few of the horses. Would like to:do some winning
as: I want to bring you.something nice from here., The gift situation is that
prices are sky high and the guality of the stuff is awful, To get anything
atx all desireable you have to pay tremdndous pricesAand the cheap things
Just don't have anytbhing to recommend them,

We got'a new mess sergeant at our billet about ‘three weeks ago and
the food is horrible now, so Clint, Ralph and I have been eating at least
one and sometimes two meals a day out. The restamrants serve good food
(a fewof them do) but the prices are very high. TIt's just too bad that
the mess sergeant-had more points than we have,

Hrommm, -~ just found but that T lost the first two races, great stuff,
Guess I ought to know by now that I'm.just not lucky at gambling of any sort.
But anyway, the amounts bet are quite small, I've learned that much anyway.

Guess I'd better get to work or ﬁon't finish my stuff for the

afternoon, Gosh I miss you

& daua J%M\.
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Jayne dear,

Really an uneventful week-end. We went down to Firpos for our evening
meal on Skmmyx Sunday, | We worked for a while in the morning as you know
since I wrote to you while Clint was finishing his reports.

Walked around out in the sun on Sunday afternoon, read for the rest of
the afternoon, went to a show in the evening, but it was 'so bad that we only
stéyed for the first reel, Then Clint, Ralph and I plaged some pihechile,

I'm improving at the game, and think I know the principles of good play pretty

well, not that itts an outstanding accomplishment, but I was always rather

mystified by pinochile, I broke exactly even, or rather lost two annas which
amounts to the same thinge |

Didn't get a chance to write this morning, it's noon now. -Went
out to Belgurriah Salvage Yardé about 9:30 to check some stateside shipments
on Class ¢ (Unserviceable but Repairable) items. The problem was whether
to send it back to the states as is, or launder and repair it over here,
I said, send it back as is, unless there is something on it to make it rot
during the shipping process, because, 1, There are better repair facilities
in the states, 2, War department policy will be better definéd later and
they'lliknow better what to do with it, and 3. (and most important) we can
release more men from this depot‘if we cut down the salvage operations and
repair operationss Do. you agree?

Youlll be getting a package one of these days containing a couple of
jackets with a strange lieutenants name on them as addressee, He purchased them

for me as it were and is sending them for me.

Think T will try to. get permission to send a footlockervhome, as T'can

only send a couple of the books home at a time, due to weight restrictions




on outgoing packagesa

Nothing new on the getting home situationes It seems that they are clea¥ning
out the replacement depots in good: order, so everybhing should go on schedule and
T should be on a boat no later than the 20th of January, that isn't really so
long and gives me something to hope f gosh that!s only a month and a half,
and the trip doesn't take niore than lays 3 ) as
he ‘date of discharge from the army, you can call me Mr, after that and I'1l
zontinue to ‘call you the best gal in the world and the one that I'm in love with,

Just think when this week is over it'll be the 10th of Bec already, gosh

that'!s wonderful, just hope that plenty of work comes into the office between

o
now and the time ] leave so that If1l have no time to count the minutes, but

I'm kind of afraid that!s what I'1l continue to do. This business of saying
tthankgoodness, another hour has Bone by! just isn't good for one, seems to
streteh each day into unbelievable lengths.

So. logg.for now honey
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Jayne dear,

Spent the last few minutes watching some birds flying around
in the building. The place is so large and the windowm zxa deep
cut that it's a regular Lincoln Highway for birds. Just fortunate
that there's no roost directly overhead, and I understand that
they don't on the fly.

Saw Charles Cobumn and Ginny Sims in a very decdnt movie
last night. It actually had a plot and Ginny Sims can certainly
sing. The poker hand sequence was good. Everything was bet
on the turn of a card, all the dough, the girls honor et al.

Only the cards didn't turn, they came out of the deck sideways
Coburn played a card sharp.

Was really busy yesterday, had to draw up a schedule of

supplies avﬁiléble for the Chinese Army Program. It's a kind of

tipoff on U.S. Policy that the CAP program is going forward. At

the same time, there seems to be some indecision as we're not
shipping yet, we're just getting the stuff ready. It lcoks to me
like we'll stockpile a lot of our remaining goods here for the
Chinese Army. Also, we made some good progress in the surplus
property settlement. An agreement was made with the British to

take back all the supplies we received from them on Reverse Lease
Lend 'as is, where is', which will save us the trouble of packing
crating and shipping. This is impootant because we're a little

low on packing and crating materials for return of stuff to the states.
(this shortage is only temporary) we have some coming in.

Also, I got involved with Reports of Survey again, the fellow who is
doing them now just doesn't understand all the details and I have

to pop over to his section gquite often to kind of keep things going.




but as I&ve said many times, am sure glad that there is plennty
of work to do as the time doesn't seem to pass quite so slowly
when you're busy.

Gosh, it looks like there are only 85 more days to sweat out
until I can see you again. That's a lot of days, but it's a
great deal less than the 500 some odd that I've already spent.

Time seems to have run out again, 'bye for this morning sweetheart.

%;kx~;k;2v
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9 Dec 45
Jayne sweetheart,

A dull sunday morning down at the office., Came down to see

if there was any mail and to take care of a couple of matters,

am supposed to be off today. Clint, Ralph and I are going out

to Ludlow today to play tennis and fool around.

Received two letters from you today, 28th and 29th of Nov.
They're really great reading, just devour them.

Phil Devon called me yesterday, he's 8-4 out at Kanthrapara
now. He probably won't be going home for several months yet,
although he becomes eligeble in another month. . They've made it
a depot policy to retain officers 60 days after they become elifpable.
For once the EM have an advantage.

Am inclosing a new training circular that came out a few
days ago. Thought you'd get a kick out of reading it, cripes
it's pretty ragged around the edges. Prepare us for civilian life,
indeed, why doesn't somebody wide up. All they're doing is
embittering the men. You won't find one soldier in a hundred who
will be willing to support any kind of a military training program
(compulsory) in peacetime under the present setup. Unless radical
changes are made, it would be quite useless to waste a year or so
of our young mens lives in this military rot that they are putting
out at present. If they want to give technical schooling in
weapons and mechanical operations, combined with some physical
hardening and a smattering of army lore, strictly without the
present restrictive atmosphere of the army and its' horrible
mess of reé tape, that would be all right, but I can't dee haw
that can be done unless it's strictly under civilian supervision

and guidance.




Now, boopsie, don't get mad, but I went to the races yesterday
and in eight lovely races didn't cash a ticket. Now taking ten
times eight we arrive at a figure of eighty thank good ness it's
in rupees. Anyway, that's what I lost. AHint it awful, hxkkkElih
just got to get home to my financial manager. At that, I think
I whowed a great deal of restraint not doubling up on the last
races, just made the same bet on each one. Incidentally, that's

the least you can bet. The horses looked pretty decent, the

track awful. It's grass and the times are awfully slow. To give

you an idea, one minute eighteen seconds is pretty good time for
six furlongs. Then too (this will get you) there is a military
installation right in the center of the infield, and you can't
see the horses until they are three furlongs away. A bell rings and
they're off, but you don't see anything, so after 50 seconds or
55 they round the bend to your right and theré they are. Off course
they run clockwise as at all English tracks.

Well, it's around 11 and I can pick up = jeep now and go
back to the billet. By the wgy, Sam Weil got a promotion to
lst Lt., That's it for today sweetheart,

2 abs N@Mv
T
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13 Dec U5

Jayne sweetb,
We had a farewell parbty for Clint last night, just €lint, Rglph and T.

Ralph broke out with a fifth of Seagrams that he'!s been hoarding and we
i >

o

played a liesurelyxxxx cripes that aint no way to spell the word, any.uaxq///
we . played pinochile and‘got pretby tight and me head's-big this AM.

The inclosed masterpeice of confusion is just bo show ‘you what theé army
nas dome to mes At oﬁe tirie I could write things in English; but now look————;
However, if I must say so, it does handie the job.completely and nakes the
duties of each department clear. Thatts another one efjﬁy Jobs.  If anything
new comes-up, I'm-supposed to coordinate the work of all sections of the
Property departuent and make sure that the total ‘effect is what we want it to be,

Hell; if the army can stand it for a féw nore weeks, I certainly camn, although

L'm having troubley cayse T keep thinking of coring Loune to.yolss-heceived

a very dear letbter from you written on the 15th of November. T!lve answered all
the questions that yow ask in it by now.

Don't feel much like eating Junch today, so you kinow for sure that Tive
had a real snooffull of dedion rum. Not going to the dogs honey, ‘just had
to toast xy the breaking up of old friendships appropriately.  I've got
Clints houe address, they live in New York and Florida, and I imagine we'll
be seeing-he and his wife after we both get bhack to the states.

The eivilian employees in the office aren't:happy. We had to pit

39 hour per-week schedule because. of a war dept directive; so 1

of an hour'and a half,

Wed,s- Sat., and Sunday afternoons off, besides which they are only paid about
three times what they could get on any other job of ihe same kind in I dide

Poor kids, they all need a collective boot in their fannies,




Tooks Iike writing to you has put new life into me, as T'm getting hungry,
so believe T'll go across the streetl to-a Chinese Restaurant and dig my chops
into some suey from a dish of the same name,

So long sweetheart,

Bt AR A




1L Dec L5

Jayne dear,

Spent yesterday evening cleaning out my closet and sending my woolens to
the dry cleaners. Found a bunch of old letters from you and spent most of the
time reading them, gosh they're a treat, every one of them. You'!ll have to
write me notes after I get home, I'm kind of used to m'daily letter.

Cleaning prices are kind of high here, as there are only a few reputable
places, and they soak you. It cost about $8.00 to clean two pr of trousers
two shirts and a coat and jacket.

Am sending home a combat jacket and some books today. These jackets may
only be purchased by officers, so, the package will contain the return address

of one Lt. Marten. Don't let that bother you.

Gosh, I'm getting discouraged about getting gifts for everyone. The stuff

here smells to high heaven, either that, or the prices are out of my reach.
There is very little here of native craftsmanship,‘I have a sneaking suspicion
that most of the souvenier stuff is imported from Brooklyn. I'll keep trying,
maybe I can find something.

As I understand it, most of the boats leaving in Jahuary are plying the
pPacific and will land on the West Coast of the states. Have an idea, what do you
think of meéting me in California, spending a week or so there (you can come early
and spend more time if you wish) and then driving leisurely back across the country.
It might be a swell vacation and kind of a second honeymoon for us. I could
cable you the day before I leave giving you the boat, port af entry, and the
day of arrival (within a day or two ). Of course, "Flying Streak'" may not be
in any condition for that kind of a jaunt, and then there's the problem of
you driving out to California alone, but if you can work it out somehow, it'd
suit me fine. T'1l be able to get a furlough immediately upon a rrival in
California, and receive an allowance of 5 cents per mile for travel back to

Ky. P.S. Brink golf clubs. If you think it's feasible, let me know by return




nail, The only hitch could develop if I didn't have definite knowledge on where

I'd land, and I could let you know that in my cable. Then after the furlough

is mp, I'd report back to Fort Knom for about two days of processing and discharge,

and it'd be Mr. again, and besides all that, I could get to see you 8 or 9 days

before I ordinarily would, and that's a long time, believe me, a very long time.

If you like the plan, let me know kyx in an air mail special, so I can plan

accordingly. Well letter writing time is up for this morning.

4 Aana M
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Jayne dear,

Having transported my portable, what better is there to do on a Bunday morning
than write my own sweetheart, in the comfort of our room at the billet.

Had a nice Sunday morning, slept until the unearthly hour of.9, took a lieusurely
shower (the water was warm, definition of warm, not frosty)}, dressed and went
down to Christies for tea and toast. Ralph is working this morning and the
of't lamented Clint is gone to Kanchrapara wmwaiting transportation home. -Another
fellow moved into the room, name of Jensen. He's a Seventh Day Adventist and
gets off from work on Saturday so that he can observe his sathbath, I can well
understand his crying need for a day of rest. So far (he has lived with us for
three days) T have never seen him go to bed. He disappears right after dinner
and we don't see him until we jar him aweke the next morning. I will admit that
Ralph and I go to bed kind of early, so don't know the exact hour that he comes
in, but it must be kind of late. Anyway, he's coisiderate and hasn't awakened
either of us when He does come in, so asctually, he's an ideal roomate, no fuss
no bother no see.

Looking foward to this afternoon. Am going over to one of Harrys! uncles
for tennis. The name of the people is Kolenda, it's Harrys' rich uncle. We'll
go over about three, snd will probably play ahout an hour before tea, then there'll
be small talk and I assure you it's very small for the remainder of the afternoon.
Would rather have gone out to Ludlow and gotten in some homnest to zoodness tenmis
with Sam Weil, but couldn't get a vehicle this weekends  I've had one for so many
weekends in a row that the transportation wallah says he just couldmn't give
me one again as many of the applicants for vehicles had applied for the first time,
I allowed as to how that was fair and cancelled my request.

Had a good time yesterday morning. Two navy men arrived simultaneously with
requests for specials issues of supplies. : Une was a Commander-and-the OLher wao
a Seaman lst Class. It so happened that the non-com arrived a few seconds befor
the commander, so I serviced his request first. The commander glared a bit and
the seaman was embarrased, but, I thought it a good idea to break him in a little,
(the commander) so that he won't be too shocked when he has to wait his turn in
civilian lifes At that T almost stuck my head in a noose. After I'd finished
with the non com and he'd gone, the Comm. stepped up, presented his request and
remarked, "Democr,tic system you have here", my answer, "Yup, this is part of the
American Army,Commander" He got a little purplish, but calmed down quickly
when I told him that his request was a little out of channels but that T would
help him, he thanked me when he went away, So, in view of that little story, gl
only take a few bumps on the noggin and in the pride to. break most of the
Army and Navy officers back into their proper sphere in civilian life.

In the same vein, I have talked with meny men and officers who were in the last
war, and the consensus of opinion is that there was never anywhere near as much
ill feeling between officers and men in the last war as there is in this one.
The reason is probably because this one has lasted so much longer; and there was
more of & chance for everyone to get fed up. Also, the privileges extended to
officers has been way out of proportion, and too much Prussianism has crept into
our army. It has even gone so far as to infiltrate into the service units such
as the Medical Corps. After all & Doctor is still a Dockor, Bars or no bars, and
hie function is bo treat the sick, and that is his only function. The other morning
I went down to the Dispensary to have a boil on my back opened and was having it
bandaged when the following incident occured. An obviously ignorant EM came in
and said, "Doc, how about getting a 'Wessermens'" The doctor drew up to his full
height, glared coldly at the man, and said "I am an officer in the U.S. Army, you
Will maxXxme address me as 'Sir'. so this character replied, "OK Doc if you wanta
be called Sir I'll be moughty glad ta do it, Sir". It was funny, but at the same
time, I think, rather uncddled for on the part of the doctor, here toos I couldn't
keep my big mouth shut, but got away with it. After the other fellow had left
the Doc comes up with the remark, "This is still the army, we must have some




discipline. T said, half to myself, "Is that diecipline. The doc looked over
at me, and I was rather glad that he'd already lanced my boil, as his lookmat ;
indicated that he'd have gone deeper and wider if he had a chance to at that
moment. I just better get out of this befor§ T step out of line once too often.
I've gotten back into the nasty civilian habit of treating each person accordig
to his merits, regardless of insignia, and it ien't working too well.
: Well, here I am on the last ha¥f sheet of paper available for writing.
Theother half was my laundry slip. 0Olint just came in, so will close while

he tells me of the rigours of life at Kanchrapara. The condition of the paper
just coUldn't be helped, every time I think of Boopsie, AO0OM.

Decood







17 Dec 45

Jayne sweet,

Oh happy day, it's the seventeenth already, if everything goes
right, there's less than a month to wait before I'm relieved of duty
and can begin sweating out a boat.

I'd been playing tennis with so many top notehers and losing
so consistently that I was beginning to have the opinion that there
was absolutely no one whom I could win from consistently, not so
yesterday. I was the star of the show, great stuff. %$here were only
two decent tennis players present at the Kolendas. One of them
was the scion of affluent Ezra clan, Sir David Ezras' son, and the
other was Harry Arakie, who plays a surprisingly good game, there
was a nice young English couple there, and spent most of the time
that I wasn't playing tennis talking to them. When first introduced
to Freddie Van Dycke and his wife, I had to shove my whole hand
in my mouth to keep from inguiring, "From a beard of the same name
I presume". All in all it was a nice day. Came home after tea

0
(Oh Brother) played a couple of hours wxkl pinochle with Clint and

Ralph, then we went downtown, had a bite to eat and drove Clint

to the Sealdah station. He probably had a méserable 3 hour train
ride back to Kanchrapara and arrived in the wee hours as he didn't
leave here until 11:30. He thinks a lot of our company to make
the trip.

Kind of wrote myself out yesterday, there isn't much news today.
It's time to resume the ghastly QM operations so this one will have

to be short. But just so I get a chance to tell Boopsie that I

2 lavw bés&,u&_,
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Jayne dear,

Dinner yesterday evening at the Arakies was very enjoyable. They
invited another fellow who has s really interesting backeround. This
boys father is a cousin of the Maharaljah of Cooch Behar and his mother
is a_jewess.. He works as an accountant for an English firm and is quite
a telented young fellow. The Arakies had heard me speak of roast beef
and we had it for dimmer. Not lake Boopsie makes, but it was fairly good.
We stayed up until eleven, just talking and it was a nice evening. y
They invited me to a xmas gathering at their home, and to a new years eve
shindig. The new years eve job should be interesfing. Everybody is
coming dressed as a book or a song. Haven't decided what costume to
wear, was thinking of pinning a Captains bar to the seat of my trousers
and coming as Capltains Courageous, not good huh.

Yesterday I turned my job over to my replacement, and it wes
a great feéling, Actually doing something concrete toward relinguishing
my duties and preparing for the homeward trip. This fellow has been
in QM office work for about three years, so there isn't too much I have
to show him, he understands most of the things. I went over a dozen
or so pending deals on which action has been suspended either because
all the data isn't in, or because I can't contact someons at the present.
I can turn things over to him with good conscience as there isn't a
problem pending on which I haven't done 211 possible research and brought
up to date as far as conditions will allow.

Received your letter of the 8th inguiring into recent finances and
want to apologize for not having clarified proceedings before this,

Here is the story. During the months of September, October, November and
December I've spent a great deal of money, almost {00 dollars a month
in the following manner. First of all, {here was a debt created by the

Gopalpur vacation. All in all that cost around 150. I didn't get my
pay raise until the 5th of October and prior to that time was drawing
a net of asbout 47 per month. Since we returned, and our old mess sg
left for the states in sept, the three of us hate been having lunch
and ofttimes dimmer out, with that and about one bottle of scotch
a month, my beer, and a little loss gambling, and paying off the

&

backlog from Gopalpur I've spent the additions to my salazry. I am now
well caught up, but since it takes thirty days to meske a change of
allotment, and since I expect to receive only two more army %a{s,
one at the end of this month, and one upon discharge, I don't think
xyxgmkykx it worth while to make a chonge at this time. I hope I'll be
forgiven for spending what even I think is an outlandishly large amount,
but time hangs heavX on my hands, and the gambling (for decently small
stakes) and the meals out have been my only means of combatting oversess
boredom. Hope that answers your questions., i

Well boopsie, the financial statement consumed the letter writing
period, but there's still time to tell {ou that last night the Arakies
were subjected to that old American custom of havini other people look
at your favorite smapshots. They think your a sweet looking gal, and
I heartily agree with them. They also remarked on Betseys outhiul
a ppearance and Deds distinguished looks, to all of which I'thearily agreed

@g.uv:z&




20 Dec 45
Boopsie dear,

It's official, when you get this letter, write no more. Tekl
all the other folks not to also. The wire dropping the points te
50 came in yesterda%, and we will leave_for the repple depple
before 5 Januar¥. on't know how long I'll have to_sweat out a boat
but it shouldn't be longer than two weeks., That will put me on the
West Coast no later than the 20th of Feb., so the prediction I made
when the war ended that I'd be home for early March deesn't look
like it's go;n% to Be far wrong. I'm so excited that I can't
quite git still. Have been Jumglng around like a cayuse with an
électric tickler under its' saddle. Gosh, all the things I've been
missing and all this ged fersaken atmosghere will fade away as if
it never existed in a mere 60 days. I tell you, just can't think
of anything else. g

ign of the times. Yesterday afternoon went over to the Outram
Street Temnis courts, which are reserved for Americans on Wednesday
Afternoons, and s'heip me, not another person showed up. A month
aﬁp, you had to wait your turn. I practiced serving, stayed out in
the sun for a little while and came on home. .
The room is really empty new, Clint as you know is ﬁone, Ralph

ot a furlough and has gone out to Ludlow to spend it with an

erican family, so that leaves me with m¥ new roommate who never
ever shows up before midnight. Should get plenty of reading in
in the next week_and a half.

The letter I got frem you yesterday was written the 8th and
you still havent gotten m% etter of the 24th, looks like the mail
is out of kilter again. Oh well, in a shert }ime won't have te

I
worry about whether you get my letters or not, I'i% iust reach over
n

and punch you and say 'Hey Teots' didja hear me, y I won't punch
very hard, 'cauge your a gal (and on og of that, the one I love),

Guess will be a welcome relief Tor you not to have to write
letters . No matter how much you have to say, it's almost
impossible to kegg it up constantly. Like having a deadline to meet
on a newsgaper, it's tough. You've certainly done top notch honey.
Haven't checked or anything, but my §uess ig” that you didn't miss
many days. I did my best, the days I miseed were busy ones or ones
spent in transit. ! ¢

Well, enough of this, back to last ﬂOb and most pleasant one,
teaching another guy to take over. B5'leng honey, more tomorrow.

D Y LasLLA.




W/Sgt David Bolotin
,280th Qi Co, APO L65
C/0 Postmaster, New York

Mrs. David Bolotin
285 South Aghland Avenue

Lexington, B7, Kentucky
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21 Dec 4b

Jayne dear,

Just decided I'd try the English way of living yesterday,
Not bad, either. Got off from work early and went up to Basil Cooks
insurance office for a chat around four. "Naturally, ﬁe was having
tea, so I had it too. Then went home, read for a couple of hours
showered, then went out to dinner alone around eight, taking a book
with me for company. It was meatless day, so I had potatoe pancakes
tea and sandwiches for dinner, not what you'd call a well rounded diet,
but I'll soon get balanced up. No new developments on the point system,
the last word is that we'll be released before the 10th of the month
go out to Kanchrapara, get a boat around the 24th and land on the west
coast, probably in Beattle or perhaps Los Angelesz. Hope I hear from
ou concerning the proposed trip to the coast. If I don't hear on
ime, I'll apply for discharge at Fort Knox. Got some more dope
on wkmk the discharge situation. I was wrong about travel allowances.
You can apply for separation at any place you want to, but you receive
no travel allowance to your original place of induction. Still, if
you want to, I'll apply for discharge in Los Angeles and can meet
ﬁoutthere, I'11 just wait for your reply and do whatever you think
est.

Plan to go out to Budge Budge and Ludlow for the weekend.

The fellows at Ludlow are Eaving‘a dimer on Saturday which should

be fun. Probably get some tennis in too. Believe I'1l send my tennis
racquet home as 1t"s a nice one. If I can build a crate that will

hold it I'll send it parcel post, otherwise will carry it.

Will try to get the res% of the books off this week. The trouble
is that they weigh so much that you can only send a few a t a time.
Would have K«d another cup to send home, but the Bengal open track
championship is being held on the 1lth of January and I'll ppobably
be too busy getting processed to take part in it, Would have been
a cinch to win the s o% as there isn't a shotputter in Bengal who
can do better than 40 feet. 1It's amazing when you consider that there
are more than 50,000,000 people in the proyince.

You'd get a kick out of the technique most of the sections, they're
stalling for time, most of the men have B0 points or better that imx arein
charge. When any complicated work comes thepugh, they send it back
through channels for additional information, since it takes about
ten days for it to get back, they figure they'll be gone when it
arrives, so someone else wiil have to take care of it (no dear, I didn't
do anything like that) (with the exception of one deat where if was
really necessary) .

That's all the news for this morning.
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26 Dec 45
Jayne sweet,

Practically my/last day in the office. Have a pass the 27th
8th and 9th, and 30th is on Sunday and I leave on the 2nd for
Kanchrapara. Will probably spend the three days getting my
clothes in order, and making sure I'm rid of the current cold.
Christmys=was—very uneventful. Spent most of thke time in bed,
wanted to make sure I gave the cold I have every chance to cure
itself. Will be sleeping in tents for the next two weeks, and
it gets cold and damp at night out in the country, not ideal
conditions for cure of a cold,

Clint came into town for Xmas, and he and I and D“nny played
some pinochle, that was really my only activity. We had an excellent
dinner. Turkey, cranberry sauce, stuffing, etc. , the old familiar
menu, in the old unfamiliar setting.

Read a couple of short stories by Louis Bromfield one No.55
by name was excellent, only he makes the endihg unhappy, really not
necessary. He probably wanted to cut it off, so he Bas Hogyad akX
the best character.

Must get out of the habit I've formed over Lere of getting
8 or more hours of sleep every night, That isn't going to work out
at home., With the early hours of rising, amd etc., we wouldn't have
mach social life if I went to bed early enough to get in 8 hours.
See, I'm thinking about us again, gotta fix it so Boopsie can never
say, 'You never %ring me any pretty flowers:.
It's 8:30 and I haven't gfen %epun to write, and the civilian

that belongs to tis typewriter is cdamoring for its' return.

So, short thds one's gotta be, hope it's sweet.

<Y
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Jayne dear,

Kind of esrly in the morning for letter writing,
but have plenty of timeiiiiilimenss. Come out
to Ludlow yesterday, since I had nothing better
to do, z2dd decided to stay overnight, So, I foumnd
out that Sam has a typewriter in his room, ad my
plens were made. I'se gonns write a letter to
Boopsie, firet thing, Yesterday, 1 stopped over at
Budge Budge ard turned in my excess clothing,
picked up & couple of items that I was short,
and generally attended to my clothing add equipment
so0 that I1'd be fully equipped for my trip home,

Of course, it was very early to start worrying
about clothing since I have until the first, but
thought it best to get it out of the way.

As soon as I got out here yesterday, I got
myself into a bit of trouble with one of Sams new
colleaxgues, I was in the office of the C&E Whse,
when Sam told one of the sgts to get a driver
for the jeep, So the fellow told him he was getting
o steteside shipment ready and didn't have tinme,

So this new character steps in , bawls hell out of
Sam add the Sgt, says that there will be a little
more respect for Officers around here, add 211 that
chicken that is distincti¥y distasteful to me,

S0 I waited until dinner time, and seiled into him,
Told him that he had violated two of the most
importent principles of running men, @i they were,
firet, don't bawl a men out in front of strangers.
and secondly, don't bawl out & ® foreman in front
of his workers. Then I asked him how long as=o he
had 1€8ft the states, He repliedthet it hadn't been
very léng, 'August!, We sat through dinner and
were together for slmost two hours, he talked to me
frequently, esking questions about QM Procedure,
and invariably pefixed his remarks by Sergeant,
theiscfbfhffbibd Oh well, only & conple more months
of such nonsense and 'twill sll be over,

Made my own bed this morning for praciically
first time since I've been in India, Guess I've n
told you about George, our bearer, For the princely
sum of 6 rupees a menth each he cleans the room,
makes our beds, sees that our icebox is complete
with ice (that costs @ 4 rupees a month extra) and
generally does all the menial tasks sbout the room,
He's o little dark fellow, very polite, salutes us
when we enter the room, and converses gquite well
in Pidgin English and Hindhusthani, He alsgo acts
as interpreter when we have difficulty masking




our leundry dhobie understand , Really great as a labor
saving device, but I'm afreid that I'll be less
domesticated when I zet back than I was when I left,
that's bad huh. Anyway, 1'll do my share of the
household tasks Boopsie, honest I will,

Read Ezre Stones book 'Coming Major! this morning.
Not an outste ndzng contribution to war literature,
but readable,

Just discovered this morning that the
here is au4te 2 hypocxrit. Went aown to
in & disreputaple looking patrr of f
any stripes a-d he shunted me off to 8 side
gruffly, He's an Indian (stateside redskin
everybody calls chief., He looked at me & s
and remembered me and bezan to kowtow, isn!
Just as Ilve alwe said, & person should have
one set of manners, and should use thet set on
It's not & bit more difficult to be ple
all, nor does it aveil anyone anvthiny
plessant to the high and mign 8 they not only ARBXERIR
don't like it, but regard the person as a go most of
the time,

Read with interest in Nov, Readers Disgest
'"World Gov't or world Destruction! by Stephen Kin@-Hall.
It sets up the problems that came with improved means
of destruction clearly, and makes a good case for
perish or cooperate, as the only twc alternatives,
We're o long way from any willingness to give up the
XXRXTERHEEXXEXX prerogatives of natixonal governmentsx,
but then too, we're sll so war weary that by the time
atom bombs are in the hands of all nations add welre over
the wearhness of war, we may sll be able to understand and
see clearly thet within & loose confederation of nations
of the entire world, we see the only hope of surviving
our destructive inventive genius, Then too, there's the
hope that noone, no matter how callous, or shortsighted
will loose destruction on the world for the purpose of
dominatixing others, siance the whole affair would wind up
(very probebly) wk nqt only with nothing to dominate, dbut
also with no-one to dominate it.

Don't think I've ever described the surroundings
at Ludlow to you. There are ten immense dwelling places,
rather uniform in apo“Prmnce. They are now painted a pale
yellow, with white trimming asnd are mede of some kind of
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stone, The floors are gll a kind of maroon plestic
materiel, and sll the rooms are high ceilinged with

large windows. There are a row of royal palms alongside
the walk which extends the lenghh of the installation.
The whole setup is alongside the Hooghly River,

Ocean steamers, freighters, and river boats of all
descriptions fass by the minute. It's a very interestin
dwelling place, A jute mill occupies half the “JILQL““J
and storeshouses which are known as Godowns here in India.
and the Army uses the rest of the ingtalletion for whses,
There are six tennis courts in the back., Two are gress
and four are of brick dust, which makes an excellent
surface. During the rahny season, the courts dry in

g metter of & few minutes rd&iradng

e
Met one of the civilian faemilies living here rece

e of the fi.ﬂ 1Tudlow Jute Li;
o

By the way, the n
It's an American Firm with headqwm in Imdlow Mass,
The people I met are the ¥Walla e's a dumpy little
guy, Peally nice; and hés wiffe is a trememdous gel from
Australia., 1I'd judge their sge to be around 45. Last
night after the movie, I dropped into their place for
e chots peg of scotch. alph North, my roommate is spend-
ing his furlou@h with them, A real postmams holddayx
coming to semi-army instellation for a furlough,
We had a .i ttle small talk and then I ceme to Sams’
billet and went to bed, He showed me his latest latter
from you (it was very nice toots). Your name-isn't what
did you sgi.

So long honey. Can't spend 2ll dey writing to you,
slthough I'd like to.
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Guess I'm g ng ittle jumpy about going home
able to read anything t 3t bit mp ed in the
Mind keeps wandering, can't concentrate, jus L to get home.
doesn't look too bad despite what John Cr05b d you. The situa
changed since he 1&t here. All the high poi 3 cone, and
very much like I'll b& out of here at les ‘ of Janary.
received a reply to my letter on whether or a.t you'd like to meet me,

+

fter t g it over, I guppose it would be a very strenuous Brip for you,
and besides, I'd like to get home, get out of uniform and see everyone
8o maybe it'd be best to wait a couple of days longer. I'll wdit for your
reply, see what you have to say.

I'm having a debate with myself. Am sitting here in my underwear, and I
can see the (¢.0. of the billet out of the corner of my eye, (he's on an
inspection tour, this being Saturday, and he being a new broom] The guestion
is shall T rise, bring myself to strict attention, or pretend I don't see
the bloke and go on with this letter. Yes, that's what I'll do, type on
fast and furiously, so if the next few sentences don't make senee, just
rewemPar that I had to keep rolling without thinking, (or do I do that all the

zme;. King Uncle Sugar Sugar, the little red fox jumped over the big urckle
ence and skinned his purckle bottom because the fence was high and sharp,
and the little fox was not used to jumping big bad sharp f
intimated, he was a little fox and not used to the ways of t!
There may come & time when he can jump fences without inning his bottom,
but that will be sometime in the distant future. OK toots, there zoes
the C.0. I can get back to my usual nonsense. He walked all over the room,
rubbed his finger on several surfaces, looked quizzically at the back of my
head but I kept on typing at about the rate of 75 words a minute, and now
he's gone (and I'm exhaustedj. This IS the army.

The cold I've had i# about zone. 8o long boopsie. EEm at tha end of me

string,

+
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