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Frontispiece: Map of the region showing Seven Mile Island and

of Little Bear Creek on the Tennessee River.
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INTRODUCTION

Previous Excavations

Pickwick Landing Dam on the Tennessee River in
~ounty, Tennessee, was authorized by Congress Novem-
934. The dam was completed and the gates were closed
8, 1938. At that time the reservoir lying largely
ate of Alabama began to fill, and the rising water be-
1bmerge scores of archaeological sites in Pickwick Basin.

Archaeological Survey of the basin was early under-
1 excavation of important selected sites was begun May

Perry Site, Lu°25 on the northern end of Seven' Mile

the Tennecsee River near Sheffield, Alabama, (see
ce map of the region) was chosen as one of the sites
{ carcful excavation.

excavation of Unit 1 of this site, see Base Chart Figure
he direction of Mr. James R. Foster, Junior Archaeolo-
A., was begun April 25, 1938, and finished August 30,
e excavations of Unit 2, under the direction of Mr.
. Andersen, Archaeological Supervisor W.P.A., was be-
ediately and continued to November 15, 1938. The
~ these excavations formed the basis for the report*
site in “An Archeological Survey of Pickwick Basin
19, Bureau of American Ethnology.”

report of this excavation showed a total of 83 special
listed and a total of 350 burials recorded. The site
» be a very important shell mound, and excavation in
vealed an extensive late intrusion of the Moundville
s Island Complex. Because of the importance of the
also because of the fair state of preservation of its
naterial, it was deemed advisable to continue the exca-
ere after closing other field work in Pickwick Basin in

' permit a more extensive study of this site and in order
ase the skeletal series from this site and thus enhance

ity of statistical measurements of skeletal material.

b and DeJarnette, 1842,
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However, due to the labor conditions, excavation v
resumed at this site until June 29, 1939. At that ti;
Andersen began the excavation of Unit 3, consisting of
& to 12, inclusive, see Base Chart, Figure 1. After the
nation of Mr. Andersen in the late summer, Mr. Wa;
Kraxberger, Archaeological Supervisor W.P.A., took ch:
the site, completing Unit 3 November 12, 1939, and imm

beginning the excavation of Unit 4, consisting of Blocks 1°

inclusive, see Base Chart, Figure 1.
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THE PERRY SITE

Lu°25, Units 3 and 4

This site is a shell mound located in the SE14, of th
Section 30, T 3S, R11W, Lauderdale County, Alabama,
west of the city of Sheffield. See frontispiece map of the

The mound is a conspicuous elevation near the north sh

Seven Mile Island in the Tennessee River. When the rive
its normal elevation of 414 feet above mean sea level, the
can be excavated entirely to its base. A general view of t
is shown in Figure 2-b,

As shown on Base Chart, Figure 1, Unit 1 consistec
zero trench and Blocks 1, 2, 3 with the trenches abou
Unit 2 consisted of the 115-foot trench and Blocks 4, 5
Block 7 to the B Zone.

In this report Unit 3 is made of the base of Blocl
Blocks 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. These are shown in Figures
c. Figure 3-a shows the excavation of Blocks 10, 11
nearing completion. Mr. Harold V. Andersen was in ch
this portion of the excavation.

Unit 4 was made up of Blocks 183, 14, 15 and 16. Mr
W. Kraxberger was in charge of this excavation. Fig
shows the first three blocks staked off and Figure 4-
how they were isolated before horizontal slicing. Fic
presents Block 16 near the completion of excavation.

The advantages of the block method of excavation
mounds were explained in the Pickwick Basin report,
American Ethnology Bulletin 129. Briefly, it has bee
that when shell mounds are excavated by the trench
material falling out of the profiles is “found” at lowe:
than its normal situation. Lines of natural zones are
to determine and intruded pits are harder to detect in t»
system. Material falling from above and intruded int
levels through rodent holes, post holes and small minor di:
ces which can not be recognized in the trench system can
be detected in the isolated block system. By isolating t!
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THE PERRY SITE 13

# (a) Isolating Block No. 8. Remaining portion of Block No. 7
Is in foreground.

(b) General view of Site Lu°25 looking northeast toward the
head of Seven Mile Island.

(¢) Block Nos. 10, 11, and 12 staked and isolated.
Base of Block No. 8 in foreground.
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THE PERRY SITE 15

is possible to obtain more correz: depth distribution
he block method of excavation has vielded evidence of
phy where the trench method has failed to demonstrate
cord of the material coming from the isolating trenches
lly kept and the material is studied in the same way as
n the block, but in the determination of lower boundaries
il zones it has been found that the data from the block
eliable.

Natural Zones

nits 3 and 4 natural zones were apparent as layers of
re shell which were separated by more compact layers
g gilt. Some of the lower zones seem to suggest re-
f shell by flood action. As in most shell mounds the
not continuous over the whole site, but represent local
tions of shell or midden as the result of occupancy of
ea. As occupancy shifted fromyone portion of the site
er, the zones were made to vary in thickness, and at
its to disappear entirely. In general, it may be said
little cultural significance can be attached to some of
'€s, especially in these new units. For this reason,
the zones were noted for each block, and they varied

ness from block to block in both units, all material was

y foot levels and has been studied on that basis.

nly significant features which seem definitely related
are the post-mold patterns which occur on the top of
Here these post molds seem to show that some kind of
s built of poles were selected at this level. Zone A is
eet thick and it seems to suggest a continuous occupancy;
bosited shell and midden debris without interruption.
f Zone B Was a more compact layer of clay and silt in
st molds remaining. This level shows possibly three
uctures in Blocks 8 and 9 in Unit 3. Figure 5-b shows
»ational level in Block 8. These structures are poorly
-but they all seem to have as a common trait a central
’ area. Such structures as seem to be indicated here

rdly have been bermanent, and seem to have been little
4l a temporary frame work upon which some roof ma-

s placed. There were many scattered post molds found
b of Zone B in Blocks 13, 14 and 15, and figure 5-a shows

i
1
|
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Figure 4. (a) Isolating Block Nos. 13, 14, and 15.

(b) Block No. 16 nearing completion.
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THE PERRY SITE 17

(a) Scattered post-molds on the surface of Zone B of Block
No. 14.

(b) Post-molds on a definite occupational level, Block No. 8.
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the occupational level of Zone B in Block 14. These mo!d:
scattered as to give no exact idea of the form of the st
Even with evidence of an occupational level on top of Zon
natural zones seem to carry no cultural significance—
pancy shifted back and forth over the surface of the -mi
it was being built. Natural zones are therefore proven ¢

only slight significance culturally, and for this reason
designations are by foot levels instead of zones. In mos

excavation in both Units 8 and 4, the record was taken |

foot levels. This seems to yield the best results in st
stratigraphy.

Features
In Units 1 and 2 previously reported there were 8

features. In Units 3 and 4 there were 112 features give
designation as follows:

Unit 3

iretapltstis St e i e e G e S 6
Midden pits . . 1
Fired clay hearth areas L lE St A LT A Ve 6
Charred shell areas or clam baldes:aaiiirobl i ie i)
Rock piles, limestone and river pebblests s 2
Flint workshop area 2
Cache foff hammerstones ot R ETRER S
Fire pits outlined with or containing rock ..
Depositiof gastropodsshellsed s I S8 SRt T S
Cache of large flint blanks and COLes il

TotalS e p i Ch sl T e e N L 17

While it is probably not desirable to describe eacl
these features separately, it is possible to present the
characteristics of each group of features since the i
features in each group are often quite similar,

Fire pits occurred from the top of the mound throug!
midden and a few were found in the river-deposited si
Zone E. They were usually well formed concave pits—
feet in diameter and about 1.5 feet deep. They were ¢
the shell or silt layers and the walls showed the effect o
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THE PERRY SITE 19

They were filled with ashes, charcoal, and nearly all
them pieces of rock broken by fire action. About half
had burned animal bones, mostly deer, scattered in the
One such pit had the partially cremated remains of a

«eleton. These fire pits seem to have been places for cook-
iere animal bones were thrown back into the fire. Prob-

'y were also used to heat stones and river pebbles for
hot rock cooking” by boiling the water in containers into
he stones were dropped. This seems to account for the
rable amount of fire broken stones in the ash fill of
its, and may explain the occurrence of much fire-cracked

scattered throughout the shell midden. One of the fire

hown in figure 6-a after being cleaned out.

lidden pits were pits from 8 to 5 feet in diameter and about

leep which contained the usual midden debris, with a

rable amount of broken animal bone, deer antler, turtle

s and scattered shell. Generally there was no evidence
:nd the use to which pits could have been put is not clear.
f these pits were found in the river-deposited silt under
nd.  One such pit contained a few scattered human bones
bris. These pits were not used as burial pits.

ed clay hearth areas were quite numerous throughout
lden. They seem to occur with about the same frequency
vels. They were areas nearly circular, about 5 feet in
“or larger. A few of these were elliptical in shape and
v 8 feet in dimension. Clay seems to have been laid down
°r two or three inches thick covering the shell, and a fire
0 the clay hearth. Some of these hearths show consider-

‘e action on the clay which is made quite red by the heat

ften as hard as brick, Usually there is some ash on these
—but not a heavy deposit. There is but little if any
> of cooking about these fires and they may have been

lely for warmth, It is possible that these hearths were the

0 most cases of transient shelters—crudely made—which

erhaps little more than “wind breaks”. Later occupancy

‘:,t'el'ed shell over these hearths but there is no concentra-
:n_ldden other than shell about them. One hearth had some
°d burned human bones above it which suggested to the

'WINg supervisor that it may have been a cremation. How-

his is regarded as a chance association as the numerous
learths showed no connection with cremation. In most

i
|
|
|
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cases there was no evidence of postmolds about these ]

although such evidence was carefully sought.

arths

Charred shell areas or clam bakes occurred at all levels i

the midden. They were in general shallow basins dug 1

shell layers. Fire, made in these shallow basins about 4
diameter and about one foot deep, charred the surr
shell so that it easily disintegrated. The fire usually
layer of ashes and charcoal several inches thick. It appe:
a quantity of mussels were poured on such fires while th:
Were numerous hot coals in the fire. These mussels we
cooked ready for eating. Some nearest the fire were
and never eaten. The paired bivalves often remained in ;
above the ash layer but show the effect of fire.

Throughout the midden were found, occasionally,
rock made of from 5 to 20 large stones, some of which v
limestone slabs, and others river boulders. These roc!
usually piled close together to floor a small area. Their
is not clear. A few of the stones show battering as if t
been used as anvils. With some of these stone piles were
stones evidently used sa hammers. One of these stones
evidence of grinding as if it were a crude mortar. Thes
piles may mark the kitchen site where food was prepare
the cracking of mussel shells, or the crushing or 2rin
roots, nuts, or seeds.

Another use of stone occurred occasionally in the
Stones were used to outline or floor a small fire basin
were much like the fire basins previously described but
in that the stones were used to line the basin. A few
stones occur in the ashes in the pit.

Like most other shell mounds there was a period

This seems at this site to have occurred when the top of
was being laid down. This is at a depth of about 5 feet f
mound surface. These flint workshops all occur at ab
level. Some are only small patches of flint spawls and ot!
much more extensive. One of these workshop areas wa
16 feet. The broken flint covered this area to a depth of 4
There were taken out of this workshop 117 chipped flin
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THE PERRY SITE 21

(a) Feature 113, a fire pit, in Block No. 11, Unit 3 near the
bottom of the midden.

(b) Two dog burials. Note how the limbs of the skeletons have

been folded. In a human burial they would be classed as
“fully flexed”.

-
-
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site area measured about 15 by 15 feet. There were fo
flint artifacts, some 50 cores and there were an estimated
broken chips, covering the area to a depth of about 9 in
the center. After the appearance of flint shops in tl
mound, flint artifacts are very abundant at all later lev
the shop site working of flint on the shell mound cease
no shops are found at levels above their first occurrenc
may mean that later it became convenient to work the fI;
where, and save the trouble of its transportation to the
site for working.

Dog Burials

There were 19 dog burials reported from these late:
tions. Of these 5 were in Zone A, 4 were from Zone T
were in Zone E. In general the dog skeletons were oft:
disturbed by later aboriginal digging in the midden, an
times the bones were found scattered, although it is belie:

of these disturbed dog skeletons represent bodies that

carefully placed at the time of burial. There were f
burials reported as in the sleeping position, i.e. body wa;
up” in grave with bones in anatomical order. Two of th
in association with human graves. One was near the

Burial No. 688 and one was placed directly on the chest «
No. 552. Two dog burials were found partially cremate
appears to be unintentional, and resulted from later fi
being built very close to dog burials though in one case
seems to have been buried close to a fire basin, which ¢
to be used. Figure 6-b shows two dog skeletons buried v
together, but seemingly at different times. The gen
pression from all of these skeletons is a dog of rather s
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burials. Burial Nos. 351 to 564 inclusive, a total of 214 were
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THE PERRY SITE 23

summary of the forms of burials is given in the folley-

fa
1T,

Unit 3 Unit 4
Bu. 351-564 Bu. 565-708

xediEitin dedlveeiinael o e e R P SR 71 31

flexediptesmiie i i e i M bl F 2 53 38

13 6

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 8 27

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 40 47,

of ihbonesieatmaeiemiit LRI I 4 3

remationsiEsreas it i R A W g 2 5

ereaSbiTial s e 2 0

MNAtION AR 1! 0

ulls only . 1 2

o) 2 iaen S AT 2 s S 214 144
foraUnitsel3€and 4 it S s 358
| total for Units 1 to 4 inclusive 708

previously reported from data taken from Units 1 and 2,
upancy of this site falls into two major subdivisions. The

these, the so-called “shell mound” occupants, in their
+4g€s a non-pottery people, began this site by laying down
nidden on water-laid silt on the river bank. They buried
cad closely flexed in small pits, usually without artifacts,

shell and bone beads and pins are occasionally foind.
thod of burial seems to give rise to several burial forms,
nay all be the result of a practice of rolling the body into
bundle when prepared for burial.

e body seems to have been tied with ropes and perhaps
with skins, or textiles, and thus converted into an ellip-
undle. The grave was only just large enough to receive
mdle”. If the body were placed on its side, or back, or
wn, in a circular pit this would produce the typical “round
ourials of the Shell Mound Complex, well illustrated in
7-a and b. If the bundle were merely laid on the midden
vered over with shells, no pit being dug, a typical “fully
burial would result—as is often found in shell mounds,
ell illustrated in figure 8-a. If, however, the grave dug

€1ve the “body in the bundle” were a very small circular pit,
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(a) Pit of Burial No. 580
(b) Burial No. 580 exposed
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(a) Burial Nos. 440 to 446 inclusive and No. 448. Many are

typical fully flexed burials.

(b) Burial Nos, 561 and 562 typical sitting burials, elevated

knees. Burial No. 562 at somewh
or slumped, and head has fallen

-

at lower level has collapsed

—_——
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the bundle which was “egg shaped” might have been plac:
end” in the pit. This would have produced the so-called °
burials” so common to shell mounds, as illustrated in fig1
All of these forms of burials occur at all levels in shell m
and seem to have all been in use throughout the building
middens. Physical anthropological studies seem to show

tinction in skeletal remains from these several burial typ
son the contrary seem to establish that these differeni

types were used by the same people. Artifacts other th:
beads occur only very rarely in any of these burial types.

The second, and later occupancy of this site was desio
a “Koger’s Island” or Moundville Complex, because evid
it was found in great abundance on Koger’s Island, and ha
of the archaeological characteristics observable at Moun
This Koger’s Island Comrplex, added but little to the heigh

d “on
itting
e 8-h.
Idens,
f the
0 dis-
s, but
burial
| shall

nated

ne2 of

many
dville,
(Z)f the

shell midden, but made considerable use of the site if o.e may

Judge from the number of their burials intruded into the
Their form of burial was usually extended, or very :l

1idden.

ightly

flexed. Graves are usually not deep and the intrusion of ‘he pits

from the surface obvious. This pottery-making people u
placed one or more shell-tempered pottery vessels with

sually
their

dead, as illustrated in figures 9-a, b, c and 10-al b. In the burials

of the Koger’s Island Complex multiple burials seem t
common that one is led to suspect that something more

be so
than

accidental death of several persons at the same time vwould be
necessary to account for the frequent recurrent multiple burials

as illustrated in figures 11 and 12-a. By multiple buri
meant the burial of several bodies at the same time.

Lappens that Koger’s Island burials were intr:aded into gra
the Shell Mound Complex as shown in figure 12-b,
burials may include a reburial of bones as shown in ficui

als is
often
ves of

» such

e 9-c

These are not properly to be regarded as multiple burizls even
though the deposit of the bundle of bones, as in figure J-c, was

probably made when the partially flexed body was buried,
considerable time may have elapsed between the deaths of

yet a
these

individuals. The Koger’s Island type of burial, beside pottery,

often contains other artifacts as illustrated in figure 13-a.
infrequently projectile points of flint are found imbedded in

Not
hone,

or within the chest cavity of Koger’s Island type burials as show!

i“. figure 10-b, suggesting that these points were not
offerings—but rather the cause of violent deaths.
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THE PERRY SITE 27

(a) Burial Nos. 401 and 402 adult and child, each with pottery
vessel.

(b) Burial No. 435, a child with shark teeth beads and copper
€ar ornaments,

(c) Partially flexed Burial No. 438. A bundle burial of bones
No. 439 and a disturbed Burial No. 440 of a child upper
leit. All of the Koger’s Island Complex.

v
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Figure 10. (a) Burial No. 505 with pottery. k ;
3 algo
(b) Burial No. 506 with shell beads and pottery. 3 :

(¢) Burial No. 458 at depth of 4.7 feet, far below the pottery

; 3 r :
zone, hence, a typical shell mound burial. Note tubula N
stone pipe. :
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THE PERRY SITE 29

impracticable to describe in detail each individual burial

58 burials reported from this last excavation of this site.

d out, one of the objects of this excavation was to pro-
iitional skeletal material in order that the statistical
ons of physical anthropology might rest upon a larger

 measurements. This objective has been accomplished

an important one, even though the additional excava-
e only added weight to the former archaeological con-
' to occupaney, and have brought to light no important
s relative to this site.

hese 358 burials it is possible, from archaeological data
identify 100 of them as of the Koeer's Island tvp=. These
verage depth of grave intrusion of 1.54 feet below the

—the deepest one being 3.6 feet deep and only one other

deep as 3 feet. There were 202 burials designated as
ound” type from archaeological data only. These had
ce depth of 3.78 feet, the deepest being 7.5 feet and the
est the surface was 1.5 feet deep. Only sevn of these
're less than 2 feet deep.

- remaining 56 burials could not certainly be assigned to

mplex—either because they were infants, or had been
» Or Were incomplete, or had no significant artifacts.

sence of seven burials out of a total belonging to the

ound Complex” which were less than 2 feet deep would
argue that they were buried near the later part of the
the midden, and that Koger’s Island folk, although thev

' 100 burials into the midden, yet contributed very little

rease in depth. It may well be that the Koger’s Island
d very little shell fish, and brought upon their village

v little to make permanent increase in its elevation. It

n»wssible—even probable that this latter people did not
1ve on this shell midden, but had their village elsewhere

‘eneral vicinity, and came upon the shell mound only to

11 dead. This would explain the general lack of arti-
this later people in the midden, and the obvious difference

' the midden content and the burial associations of these
intruded into the midden. It was the very considerable

4 i¥1 th.e midden by the Koger’s Island people which caused
'V burials to be disturbed and scattered. It is quite possi-
“ many of the disturbed burials were of the Shell Mound

lex

The pottery zone was shown to be superficial. It was

i
|
!
F
’:
{
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496 to 500, inclusive.

(a) Burial Nos

ell.

Figur

, 385 and 386.

(b) Burial Nos. 384
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2. (a) Burial Nos. 937, 538 and 539.
(b)

o rbbere

-

T ———

Burial Nos. 607 and 615 to 620 inclusive. Here Koger’s
Island burials have been intruded into burials of the Shell
Mound People.




Figure 13. (a) Burial No. 623 with cache of artifacts.

(b) Burial Nos. 616 and 617. Note projectile points

cavities of both burials.
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THE PERRY SITE 33

sible to observe in the Shell Mound Complex any difference

1 burials originating within this zone and those in the
ery levels of the midden.

re follows a list of the most important burials with arti-
definite association. The cultural designation for each
ith artifacts is also noted. It is possible where single
ints or potsherds of different kinds are reported, these
only chance inclusions in the grave fill, since such material
requently in the midden generally.

BURIALS WITH AZSOCIATED ARTIFACTS AND CULTURAL

PLACEMENT*
S T T
9 <
= Z —~ O
fe EE
1rial Z 5 2 o
R Al ARG : S S
'pe  Depth Artifacts AR OR
45 13 large disc shell beads, 6 cylindrical
stone beads, (Limestone, slate, and he-
matite) SM
4.5 Flint point lodged in skull SM
1.2 One half pottery jar, Type 5d Nounc-
ville Incised, shell tempered KT
1.0 Shell-tempered pottery bowl, Type 5a
Plain, bone projectile point (chance
inclusion) KI
1.2 Pottery bowl, Type 5a Plain, shell tem-
pered, one fibre, one sand, and 2 shell-
tempered sherds, in grave pit KI
1.5 Pottery jar, Type ba Plain, shell tem-
pered. One sand-tempered, six lime-
stone-tempered, one clay grit-tempered
and 15 shell-tempered sherds in grave
pit. One flint point Type 3 K1
1.8 Pottery bowl, Type 5a. One fourth
pottery jar Type 5a and crushed water
bottle, Type 2aa 20-a KT
2.0 End of flint point, imbedded in proxi-
a5 mal epiphysis of left tibia KI
‘eviations used :
-F—Partly Flexed Inf.—Infant Re. Eu.—ReBurial
*-F.—Fully Flexed EX—Extended SM—Shell Mound Complex
Vist.—Disturbed Sit.—Sitting K .—Kozer’s Island Complex

-
N

-
-
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PLACEMENT—Continued

Burial

No. Type Depth

377

378

379

381

383
384

386

387

392

401
405
407

122) 0,

Dist.

Ex.

jel)n)
Ex.

1.3

2.8

3.6

2.8

1.7

7

1L

1.2

1.5

1.5
1.5
2.1

Arzi_fvacts

Quarter of pottery jar Type 5e, flint
point Type 17

Cylindrical bone awl beveled head, flint
points, three Type 23, one Type 6, one
Type 17

Portion pottery jar Type 5a. Sherd clay-
grit tempered, check stamp

32 conch shell columella beads, cylindri-
cal large pottery jar Type 5d

Two worked mussel shells

Four strings shell beads disc and cylin-
drical, total 745 beads, pottery jar
Type 5a Pottery jar Type 5a, conch shell
pendant, split bone awl, bone pin ellip-
tical section, pebble hammerstone bat-
tered on ends, 279 shell disc and cylin-
drical beads. Sandstone pallette flat,
hematite stains on surface, 3 flat sand
stone fragments worked, tarsometa-
tarsus turkey awl, deer ulna awl, bone
projectile point, broken, conch cyl-
inder, bone bead, bear canin-,
antler tine flaker, two greenstone celts,
Type F. Flint point Type 32, 42 sheet
copper fragments cut in rectangular
geometric shapes, with number of per-
forations and rivets part of a copper
gorget.

265 shell small disc and cylindrical
beads

Rim section pottery jar, Type 5a, cri-
noid stem

Pottery jars crushed Type 5a, one re-
stored

Pottery jar and water bottle Type 5a
75 bone beads, tubular sections

Antler tine flaker, cut antler fragment,
3 broken flint points

$
v
g

£

Illustration
|Figure No.

14-:

11-1

JRAL

|
J

Cultural
Placement

|

&

SM

KI

KI
KI

436
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BURIALS WITH ASSOCIATED ARTIFACTS AND CULTURAL

PLACEMENT—Continued

Jurial

pe

Depth Artifacts

Illustration
Figure No

Cultural
Placement

S
(3
o

436

438

439

443

Bu.

1.9

2.5
3.0

2.8

2.6

2.2

2.9

2.9

2.9

2.7

2.8

Pottery jar Type 5a, 30 shell beads conch
columella beads sypherical 7 to 9mm
diameter

Conch shell dipper

3 bone awls cylindrical or hair pins, one
with expanded head

Flint Type 14, crinoid stem head

Pottery jar Type 5a, 2 flint points Type
3, limestone celt fragment

Water bottle Type 9a, 4 shell beads,
cylindrical, quarter of pottery jar, Type
Sa

37 shell beads small disc and cylindrical,

ear spools 2 convex copper dises on
wood 22mm diameter, 347 cylindrical
shell beads, 5 shark tooth pendants,
pottery jar Type 5a

Antler projectile point socketed, bone
spatula, antler atlatl hook, slotted and
perforated for hafting, bone pin polished
202mm long. Shale gorget flat, centrally
expanded, shouldered trianguloid ends,
2 perforations, broken and secondarily
used as grooved abraider. Beaver in-
cisor, bone awl elliptical sections, small
bird skeleton, bone projectile point, 2
flint points Type 17.

4 irregular pearl beads and 2 shells with
elliptical sections

Pottery jar Type 5a

Limestone celt flaked pecked flat, flint
point Type 8

Cylindrical bone pin polished, expanded
head

9-b

KI
SM

SM
SM

KI

KI

KI

KI

KI

SM

SM

|
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LIST OF BURIALS WITH ASSOCIATED ARTIFACTS AND CUI

Burial

No. Type Depth

455

458

460
479
489

493

497

505

506

526

120107

P.F.

100000
Inf.
2SRE

Dist.

P.F.

12100

Ex.

121

EF,

12310

F.F.

PLACEMENT—Continued

Artifacts

4.8 2 antler drifts cylindrical 23 x 60mm, 2

4.7

9.2
2.0
6.0

2.0

3.0

2.4

4.0

4.0

3.4

4.0

antler tine flakers, cut antler sections,
deer ulna, unworked, 2 antler drifts
truncated conical 38mm. Shale abrader
flat grooved, split bone awl, deer ulna
awl, deer ulna spatula, deer phalanx,

split longitudinally, ground fishhook
blank

Ground terrapin plastron fragment, ter-
rapin carapace cup, red limestone tub-
ular pipe 104 x 45mm, numerous un-
worked animal bones,

Antler bead, cylindrical 44mm
14 shell beads, disc and cylindrical

13 shell beads large disc-one large cyl-
indrical and one limestone disc bead.

Pottery water bottle Type 5p engraved.
Fragment pottery jar Type 5n noded

Flint point Type 1 (multiple burial of
five)

Pottery jar Type 5, crushed jar Type 5,
mussel shell spoon, short handle

Pottery bowl Type 5j black filmed, 2
cylindrical shell beads, pendant shell
(Nerita)

Bone projectile point, flint point Type
22

Portion of sandstone vessel, 55 frag-
ments

Flint points Type 1, Type 6, Type 17,
three Type 23, three broken points, two
fiber, two limestone, and two shell-
tempered potsherds, six in all, in grave
pit.

Tarsometatarsus awl turkey, partial
cremation,

¥
v
3

£

10

e No.

[ Illustration

URAL

|
|
I

| Placement |

| Cultural

|

SM

SM

SM

SM

KI

KI
KI

SM

SM
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PLACEMENT—Continued

BURIALS WITH ASSOCIATED ARTIFACTS AND CULTURAL

rial
pe Depth Artifacts

4.0
5.4
9.5
117/
157

1045
2.0
3.0
3.0

4.5
4.0
471

4.0

1.4

4.1

4.0

4.6
4.3

3.4

Bone awl from deer scapula

Bone awl cylindrical

Bone awl cylindrical, flint point Type 28
Pottery jar Type 5a, crushed jar Type 5a

83 plain shell-tempered sherds from at
least four different vessels

Sherds Type 5a and flint point Type 23
Split bone awl
Antler drift conical

3 flint scrapers Type 23, limestone axe,
pecked ground, full grooved

Flint scraper Type 23
Antler drift, cylindrical

Forked bone implement, small mammal
long bone section. Bone projectile
point.

Split bone awl

3 antler tines, 2 antler flakers. Broken
flint point imbedded in 11th thorasic
vertebra

4 chert hoes flaked crude, one side
notched, 3 antler flaking tools, 2 flint
points Type 23, terrapin shell

99 large disc shell beads, 9 large cylin-
drical shell beads, and one ecylindrical
steatite bead, cylindrical bone awl.

Flint point Type 3
Flint point Type 17

68 large disc and 5 large cylindrical
shell beads

Flint points Type 3 and Type 23

Illustration
Figure No.

15-b

15-b

8-b

8-b

Cultural
Placement

n w0
S

SM
KI

KI
KI

SM

SM
SM
SM

KI

SM

SM
SM

SM

SM
SM

;
%
|
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LIST OF BURIALS WITH ASSOCIATED ARTIFACTS AND CUI

PLACEMENT—Continued

Burial

No Type Depth Artifacts

575 P.F. 5.9 Flint point Type 6

578 F.F. 4.9 Flint points Type 3 and Type 4

580 F.F. 6.0 301 shell disc beads, small, and one
limestone bead excurvate, cylindrical

583 Inf. .7 Pottery jar Type 5a

587 F.F. 1.5 Flint drill Type 31

588 F.F. 1.7 Flint point Type 5

601 P.F. 2.0 Flint points Type 3, Type 7

603 P.F. 1.4 Pottery jar Type 5a, portions of bowl
Type 5j black filmed

607 P.F, 2.2 Shell gorget incised world quarters cross,
18 shell beads small disc and cylin-
drical

608 P.F. 2.0 3 large sherds of vessel Type 5a, 13
sherds Type 5a, six pebble hammer-
stones, crushed pottery bowl Type 5a

611 F.F. 3.3 Shell gorget two perforations, from top
of conch shell. 88 dentalium shell
beads, one disc shell bead, one cylindri-
cal conch columella bead, oblique per-
foration at ends.

613 Sit. 2.0 5 bone beads, tubular section of long
bone

614 Sit. 2.0 Flint point Type 17

615 P.F. 2.4 Pottery jar Type 5a

616 P.F. 3.0 Limestone grooved axe, bone spatula,

to antler drift elliptical section, many

620 P.F. worked, bone and antler fragments and
flint points, Type 3, Type 8, Type 18,
Type 28, four Type 23, and six Type 17

623 P.F. 2.0 3 terrapin plastron fragments, unworked,

2 antler tine flakers, flint points Type
3, Type 32, Type 44, two Type 30, three
Type 17, Type 13.

3
2
v
g

ooty

13-¢

I}_lustration
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b SM

KI
SM
SM
SM

KI
KI

KI

SM

SM
SM

SM

SM

B No.

642

647

674

g

foiaias)ila

wn

153

P

P

=

d




AL

B No.

LIST OF BURIALS WITH ASSOCIATED ARTIFACTS AND CULTURAL

+
B
-
N
=
5
=
F |

THE PERRY SITE

PLACEMENT—Continued

Sl e
= S
5% @8
HiEE s
taf : 3% I3
. Depth Artifacts HEt o
624 P. 2.3 Shell gorget, 2 perforations, from top of
conch, two stone beads. 16-a
625 P 4.8 Flint points Type 3 SM
626 P. 4.3 Flint points Type 1, Type 23, Type 44 SM
630 P. .8 Flint point Type 17 KI
636 F. 2.3 Turtle carapace covering face SM
642 Si 3.7 11 large cylindrical beads conch col-
umella, one red limestone cylindrical,
29 unworked antler fragments, flint
point Type 3 16-a SM
647 P. 3.4 Large pebble pestle, bell shaped, flint
point SIM
649 P 2.0 Effigy bowl Type 5m, crushed bowl
Type 5a KI
651 P 2.0 Cannon bone awl, split SM
673 F. 1.2 Red slate gorget flat, tapering, truncated
ends, 2 biconical perforations, notches
along edge, antler drift elliptical sec-
tion 16-a KI
674 F 1.3 Cannon bone awl, split, 4 cut bear man-
dibles, 2 with cross hatched incised dec-
orations, pottery sherd, Pickwick sim-
ple stamped, fiber tempered. 16-a KI
679 P 2.2 Pottery jar Type 5a, bone projectile
point KI
680 P, 3.6 4 bone fish hooks from section of long
bones. Limestone discoidal, ground
19mm thick, 39mm diameter. 15-a SM
b 2.3 3 sherds Type 5a KI
639 T
pideer 3.6 29 shell disc beads 2 to 5mm thick, 7 to
9mm diameter, SM
686 S ; - ;
) ol 4.2 Cylindrical beads, 20 shell, one red jas-
per 12mm diameter, 28mm long. Cylin-
drical bone awl, bone pin incised. SM

o Initere
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LIST OF BURIALS WITH ASSOCIATED ARTIFACTS AND C
PLACEMENT—Continued

stration |

Burial
No. Type Depth Artifacts

[ Ty

690 Sit. 4.3 17 shell disc beads, cylindrical bone awl
691 Sit. 3.8 34 disc and one cylindrical bone awl
692 Sit. 2.8 20 disc and cylindrical shell beads, 9

disc and cylindrical stone beads,

693 Sit. 4.4 Conch shell dipper, section of conch
columella ground, 279 disc shell beads,
2 cylindrical limestone beads.

700 Sit. 5.0 11 shell beads cylindrical conch col-
umella 9mm diameter, 45mm long.

706 Sit. 7.1 Three bone fishhooks

708 Sit. 6.1 Flint point Type 17

Artifacts from burial associations are shown in
to 16 inclusive. In figure 14-a is presented some of th
from Burial Nos. 384 to 385. This was a multiple bu
Koger Island Complex and it was not possible to sej
artifacts belonging to each skeleton.

In figure 14-b the red limestone tubular pipe and
pin carapace cup were found with Burial No. 458.
also presented a bone pin, bone projectile point, socke
projectile point, two flint points Type 17, bone spatu
incisor, shale gorget, and antler atlatl hook all from !
436. This hook is interesting in that it is slotted and |

for attachment to the shaft. These burials are of the Sh
people,

The burial associations of artifacts presented in f
and indicated by figures are as follows:
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|
e |
i
Artifacts associated with Burial Nos. 384 and 385, Koger's
Island, l
Tubular pipe and terrapin carapace with Burial No. 458. L '
Remaining artifacts with Burial No, 436,

wInisere

3
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Shell pendant and oliva shell ..

Mussel shell spoon . 20

Shelligorgets s enine e

Copper ear spools, shark teeth pendants

Fish hooks and limestone discoidal

Shell beads ... __

16-a and indicated by figures are as follows:

Cannenibone sawl sl

Cut bear mandible

Limestone and shell beads ..

Shell gorget and limestone beads .

Antler drift, red slate gorget

Shell and stone beads

e Ll

y |
¥
3
h |

£

Burial No
Burial No
. Burial No
Burial Nc
Burial N
—.Burial N

The side notched chert hoe shown in figure 15-b w:
from burial pit of Burial No. 558.
elongated grooved limestone axe or pick shown in figure
and 3) were with Burial No. 546.

The flint scraper

The antler tine flaker and five flint points were wit

The burial associations of the artifacts presented i

>

\‘

__Burial T

__Burial N

taken

nd the

5-b, (2

Burial

figure

674
674
674
642
624
673

692
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M L e e R e b A R

Artifacts in association with Burial Nos. 381, 435, 305, 506, i
607 and 68p,

Artifacts in association with Burial Nos. 546, 558 and 623, I

o Iubhere

-
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Celts,
Hoes,
Axe, 3
Celts,
Abrad
Abrad
Hamn
Manos
Pestles
Pestles,
cylin
Steatit
Sandst
ment
Pipe, 1i
lar,
Weigh
groo-
b Discoic
Atlat]

: ston
B Banne
} Bar (a
Bar g0
Beads,
d Crinoi
Penda;
Shale,
Concre
Limon
B siric
B Hemat
WOI‘E-:-

Figure 16. (a) Artifacts in association with Burial Nos, 624, 642, 6
and 692.

(b) Artifacts without Burial association.
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4 ART
‘ Ar s 1 2
1 ONE
B Celts, fioke 23 4
: HOEs} ] 2 k o S 1 2
B Axe, Vedisaiig: 1
B Celts, i 2 3
B Abrad ooved ... 3 1
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46 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ALABAMA

ARTIFACTS WITHOUT BURIAL ASSOCIATION TABULATED BY ,' ART

FOOT LEVELS, DEBRIS

MATERIAL EXCLUDED

Foot Levels

Artifacts 1 2 3 4 5 6 [ Total A
Awls, deer ulna . 1 4 5 4 4 2 20
Awls, or pins, birds
and small mammals, i
obliquely cut . 1 9 12 7 8 2 3 B Antler
Awls, or pins, tarso- B Drifts
metatarsus __.___________ 3 24 32 14 13 2 98 Atlatl
Bins ot o ol Gl SOTE e ) S 131 Proje
Fish spine awls (?) 4 9 29 6 3 1 52 : sock
Racoon bacula awls (?) 1 5 6 Chisel
Bitted s awil Syl Eiae 5 1 3 7 4 20 ]
Needles (?), grooved P“j”"”'
head SEREN Sy 2 1 3 3 el
Projectile points . 142 107 129 85 158 71 697 BN Worke
Bear humerus (lamp or 3 and
handle) (?) ___ 1 1
Beads: tubrl an s 3 2 3 2 10
Deer, mandible section, :
ground and incised _ 1 1 B8 Beads,
Fish hooks from deer Ear ply
phalanges & 1 2 1 4 " knobt
Deer phalanges, split B Worke
fish hook blanks . 3 2 5 1 13
Fish hooks from long
bone “Spatulae” S0) 3 9 7 3 1 2
Spatulae, splinter 6 2 10 4 6 4 32 Diseo
Spatulae, deer ulna 1 2 3 4 2 = Ikc-y
Spatulae, “slotted” A
Splinter et ne e ] 4 2 2 1 1 i Ea‘r I
Spatulae, “slotted” el
deer ulna __ SR 1 1
“Bifurcated” splinters 19 5 21 6 3 2 4
“Bifurcated” deer .
ulnae T S R 3 2 9 1 10 i Eriqu
Canine tooth pendants 1 1 - bre
Racoon bacula
PEN Tl amn ts 1 :
Beaver incisor
scrapers (?) 1 1 : 1
Bone flakers or punches, =
cylindricalfesite st il i 6 ‘
Worked fragments . 92 74 107 108 129 54 1 B
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48 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ALABAMA

DESCRIPTION OF ARTIFACTS FROM GENER 4

EXCAVATION

Except for minor, individual variations from spec
specimen, the descriptions given for Ma©48 hold for Luc

STONE ARTIFACTS OTHER THAN FLIN 4 K

Celts, flaked—all are limestone except two congl
The flaked celts from Lu°25 showed more evidence of
and grinding, both over limited areas of the specime
did those of Mavl0. The specimens from Lu°25 were
and essentially shaped by rough flaking. Nine of th
four celts showed pecking subsequent to flaking ove
areas of the specimens. Four of the thirty-four show
ing over limited areas (generally near the bit.) Typ
are shown in figure 16-b.

Hoes, flaked—all are limestone. One showed pecl
sequent to flaking.

Axe, grooved—This specimen was made of limes
had 3/, groove.

Celts, ground—Four of the SIX specimens were |
(two Type E and two fragmnets). The other two :
were: one greenstone, Type E and one slate, Type F.

Abraders, grooved—All were made of shale.

Hammerstones—These Specimens were all pebbles
water-worn boulders, which showed more or less
from use as a hammer.

Manos—These specimens were all pebbles or small
worn boulders, which showed abrasion similar to thal
on the grinding surface of bell-shaped pestles. Some
specimens were also used as hammerstones and pos
some instances, as anvils,
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THE PERRY SITE 49

les, bell-shaped—These specimens were made from
> (1), sandstone (2) and quartzite (2). Three of the
'mens were shaped from water-worn pebbles.

le, cylindrical—This specimen was made of limestone

figure !

283mm long and 62mm in diameter. It is shown in
-b.

ite bowl fragments—One of the eleven specimens was
gment showing a “flange” handle and an incised line

n on the lip, see figure 17-a.

tone bowl fragments—Four of the thirty-nine speci-

‘e rim fragments. One fragment indicated that it was
lat bottomed vessel. In the list of artifacts showing
tribution it is interesting to note that both steatite and

bowl fragments occur in the upper level of the middle,
urth, and that they do not occur in the lower three foot
th to seventh, inclusive, It is significant that this

ell Mound Complex, producing many typical artifacts.

here three feet of midden before the introduction of
sels of sandstone and steatite. These vessels they had
| before they began the use of pottery. The only
mplete sandstone bowl] found in this excavation was
I No. 515 and was at the 4-foot level.

“hts and sinkers, full groove—All four of these speci-

> made of limestone, The groove, in each instance, was

al (i.e., around the greatest diameter of the Speci-
typical sinker is shown in figure 17-a.

idals—Two of the three specimens were made of lime-
L one of calcite, The specimens ranged in diameter

1. to 556mm. Two are shown in figure 17. They prob-
g to the Koger’s Island complex.

tl weight, limestone, prismatic—This Specimen was 61

ad a plano-convex cross-section, and a longitudinal
n, 14mm. in diameter, see figure 16-h,

nerstone, winged—These three specimens, all shown in

» Were made of limestone (diameter of perforation 12

'Wn limonite (diameter of perforation, 14 mm.), and
(too broken to determine diameter of perforation).

e ——
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£ B

Figure 17. (a) Shale pendants, limestone and schist bar gorg
vessel fragments with lug, stone beads. Twc

discoidals, which may belong to the Koger’s Isl:

(b) A Type 5p Moundville Filmed Engraved wate
1991) with Burial No. 493.
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THE PERRY SITE o1

Jar—This specimen (see figure 17) was made of green-

ad a plano-convex cross-section, and had dimensions of
c 46mm.

gorgets—Of the twelve specimens, four were limestone,
cite, three slate, one shale and one schist, see figure 17.
he specimens showed perforations (the other two were
mentary to determine whether perforated or not).

ds, tubular, ground—These three specimens were made of

ne, quartzite and serpentine.

oid stem, beads (?)—These hollow crinoid stems may
n entirely a product of nature. Their shape makes them
for use as beads. No evidence of working is observable
ossible that the specimens were used by the Indians as

dants, perforated—These three specimens were made of
‘e and schist. The specimens of shale and schist are
figure 17 and have a single perforation each. The other
vas a fragment.

% 0void—This specimen had dimensions of 6 x 43 x
[ts function is unknown, but it might represent an un-
endant,

retion cup or bowl—This specimen was a half of a con-
'hich was water-worn but showed a little grinding on
v lip. Tt was essentially shaped by natural agencies.

BONE

» ¢ylindrieal—The great bulk of these specimens were

nts. Of the whole specimens the ratio was approximately
ble-tapered (pointed at both ends) to ten single-tapered
‘ at one end only),

Is, elliptical _Thege awls are essentially the same as the

& lcal, but show an elliptical cross-section instead of a cir-
ular one,

i
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52 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ALABAMA

Awls, cannon bone—Of the thirteen specimens, ni

split and four were made of crude cannon bone splinters

Awls, or pins, bird and small mammal, obliquely
cluded in this category are four awls made from ulnae
mammals, one awl from a turkey (?) tibiotarsus, and
a canine (?) radius.

Awls or pins, tarsometatarsus—Of the ninety-thr

mens in this category, eighty-two were “split” and ele
“obliquely cut”,

Fish spine awls ( ?)—Three of the fifty-two spec

this category were definitely worked. The remaining s
may have been used as awls or may be just unworked fi.

Projectile points—Whole specimens ranged from
176mm. in length, with approximately 4/5 of the :

falling in the rance from 45mm. to 100mm. Typical p

shown in figure 18-a.

Canine tooth pendants—One of these specimens w
canine and the other a canine canine. Both specirn
grooved, and not perforated as is often the case.

Antler atlatl hooks—See figure 18-a for variation
of these specimens. The diameters of the sockets on
specimens ranged from 1lmm. to 14mm. inclusive. O
specimens associated with a burial was slotted and ;
instead of being socketed. One of the broken specin
associated) showed a portion of a perforation on the
broken end, but was too fragmentary to detremine v
was like the slotted specimen mentioned above. O
atlatl hooks and one of the socketed antler project
showed a full groove running around the exterior of t
men at the proximal end.

Bone fish hooks of two types were made in two
illustrated in figure 18-h. Phalanges of deer were s
tudinally each half constituting a bone blank from whi
could be cut. This produced a hook in one plane, with

“elbow”. Another form made from curved sections of !
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THE PERRY SITE 53

‘u) Fragments of atlatl stone weights. Atlatl antler hooks,
vone and antler projectile points.

D) Bone pins (hairpins) bone awls (ulna of deer) and some

canine, bone fish hooks from bone spatula and from toe
bone of deer.,
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54 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ALABAMA

resulted in a broad hook which retained on its face the

curvature of the long bone, and which had a broad nearl

base and “open elbow”, as shown in figure 18-h.

If one regards split deer phalanges and such frag:

evidence of the manufacture of hooks of the first f
depth distribution of artifacts shows that none of this t
the upper two feet of the midden but they extend {
3-foot level to the bottom of the deposit. This seems to
that this type of hook was used early in the history of

If slotted spatulae and bifurcated splinters of long |

deer ulnae may be regarded as evidence of the manuf
fish hooks of the second class, it may be concluded -
depth distribution tabulation, that this type of hook

late in the history of the midden. None of these hook

remnants resulting from their manufacture were foun

lowest levels, while they were found in all other les
the top downward. They seem to have had a maxim:
rence in the 3-foot level.

FLINT ARTIFACTS

From the general excavation, exclusive of buria
tions, there were taken 12,361 flint artifacts, of wh
were from the Isolating trenches, and 8,996 from th
Since the depth distribution of artifacts taken from bl
been proven to have a higher validity than that of artif:
from trenches, the depth distribution of the 8,996 flint :
taken from blocks is shown in the following tabulation.

Since it was desirable to present the flint study fi
3 and 4 in a manner comparable to Units 1 and 2, previ:
ported, the classification of flint types used in Pickwi
was used for this study. As previously reported,
Basin flint was broken up into 16 types. Of the total
specimen tabulated 8,648 fell within 13 types and ther:
only 348 specimen scattered through the other 48 types
be noted that the great majority of this material is in t
3 and 23, crude knives or blanks, made by percussion
These both show a maximum occurrence at the 5-f
which was the level of the shop sites. It will be obse:
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THE PERRY SITE 99

(a

Some of the stemmed flint types which were most numer-
ous. Numbers indicate projectile point type in Pickwick
Basin classification.

Two lower rows show the types of crude flint knives.
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56 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ALABAMA

Type 17 is much more numerous than other stemmed t;
increases from the level of the shop site to later levels

a maximum occurrence at the 2-foot level. From this t
it will be observed that at the beginning of this mid

was relatively scarce, and that the lower four half-fc

contained together only half as much flint as the sing
level. The form of all important types are illustrated
19, and designated by type numbers.
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TYPES BY HALF-FOOT LEVELS FROM UNITS
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Lotalsyi=n e 2 1,027 458 665 763 1,022 1,168 1,431

25 8,996

* See Figure 19, this report, See also figure 34 in Webb and DeJarnette, 1942.




58 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ALABAMA

POTTERY STUDY
By
Marion L. Dunlevy

Pottery was fairly evenly distributed horizontally
| out the area excavated and in general was confined to
levels.

Some areas were excavated by 6”-levels, other by
The quantities of sherds, therefore, in the half foot
& not comparable to the even foot tabulations. The site
; was tabulated with conversions into one-foot levels.
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THE PERRY SITE 59
POTTERY SUMMARY OF UNITS 3 AND 4
p Number Percent Total Percent
: of age by by  age by
LEVEL TYPE Sherds Type Temper Temper
Surfac Bluff Creek Punctated bt 5 41.68
Pickwick Simple Stamped 1 8.33 6 50.01
O'NealFPlain ease i s el e 93 e
Alexanderiincised e 1| 8.33 2 16.€6
" Mulberry Creek Plain . 1 8.33 = 8.33
49 ) o ————
i Mekelyey$ Bl n¢innssesi o o 1 8.33 1 8.33
& lainis haT e 2 16.67 2 16.67
S L R e S 12 100.00 12 100.00
% R A R S S DR A G B
1’ VheelerliPlaimb Geiehict ina el 155 6.58
Bluff Creek Punctated . ___ 265 LA
\lexander Dentate Stamped 176 7.47
Sluff Creek Punctated 17 WI1

ickwick Simple Stamped ____ 60 2.55
Jluff Creek Punctated 66 2.80 739 31.37

T T T e e e MU AR R i e

"NealwiPlain e s i 8, re i 101 4.29
lexander Incised . 115 4.88
f Alexander Incised & Pinched it .04
mithsonia Zone Stamped by 22 .93
lexander Pinched .. 63 2.68
irby Complicated Stamped ____ : 2 .09
e R 2 .09
>enson Fabric Marked . 2 1 .04
BRG e  R e e N TR 1 .04
Jenson Simple Stamped e 2 .09
Inclassified Sand Tempered 1 04 319 13.55
lulberry Creek Plain e i 87 iair 149 6.33
Long Branch Fabric Marked _ 430 18.26
¢ d Wright Check Stamped . 15 .64
Jluff Creek Simple Stamped 5 21
ickwick Complicated Stamped _ 3 13
>autysIneised® & e i I i 1 .04
Flint River Cord Marked 8 .34
Flint River Brushed 3 6 .25 617 26.20
McKelvey Plain 51 a2l
Z'.Iulberry Creek Cord Marked . 46 1.95
Benson Punctated 4 17
& e Wheeler Check Stamped 89 3,78
Unclassified Clay_oyitgieis il 2 .09 192 8.16
el O o] SRR e N e O e

5‘
i
3



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ALABAMA

Number Percent

9a Plain Shell : bty

5b McKee Island Cord Marked

9d Moundville Incised

5h Moundville Red Filmed
5] Moundville Black Filmed

Total for 1’ Level

la Wheeler Plain
1b Bluff Creek Punctated
lc Alexander Dentate Stamped
1d Bluff Creek Punctated .
le Pickwick Simple Stamped

2a O’Neal Plain
Alexander Incised
& f Alexander Incised & Pinched
Smithsonia Zone Stamped
Alexander Pinched
Columbus Punctated
Kirby Complicated Stamped _____
Benson Fabric Marked

Mulberry Creek Plain
Long Branch Fabric Marked
& d Wright Check Stamped
Bluff Creek Simple Stamped
Flint River Cord Marked =
Cox Punctated S S
3n Flint River Brushed ...
nclassified Limestone Temp. _

4a McKelvey Plain
4b Mulberry Creek Cord Marked
4c Benson Punctated
4 d & e Wheeler Check Stamped ___
4i Cox Fabric Marked
Unclassified Clay-Grit

da Plain Shell
5e McKee Island Punctated
58 McKee Island Brushed
5] Moundville Black Filmed
5p Moundyville Filmed Engraved

Total for 2’ Level

of age by
Sherds Type

480 20.38

1 ST

2 .09

1 .04

4 Al

2,355 100.00

23 2.96

55 7.33

32 4.26
5 .66

18 2.39
T9Eemo sy
24 3.19
4 .93

8 1.06
16 2.13

1 .14

74 2]

1 14
34 4.52
143 19.02
19 2.53
2 W27,

2 27

2 AT

5 .66

2 21
22 2.93
16 2813
1 .14
34 4.52
1 .14

2 20
250 33:25
1 .14

1 .14

6 .80

1 14
752 100.00

59

)

Percent
age by
r Temper

1750

(X}
-
oo

10.13

3447

100.00
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THE PERRY SITE 61

Number Percent Total Percent

of age by by age by
TYPE Sherds Type Temper Temper
NheelepsiPlain St sgiis S 7 3.07
Bluff Creek Punctated .. 6 2.63
Alexander Dentate Stamped 4 1.75
Pickwick Simple Stamped 4 1505 21 9.20
O’'NealvRlainsesess s ot i s 4 1.75
AlexandenSineised i as s 4 1.75
Smithsonia Zone Stamped 1 44
AlexanderdPinched itase  Sidiy 1 .44 10 4.38
Mulberry Creek Plain .. X T 3.07
JJong Branch Fabric Marked ...... 48 21.06
¢ d Wright Check Stamped 3 1832,
Flint River Brushed . 1 .44 59 25.89
MeKRelyeyaPlomnis i 8 3.51
Mulberry Creek Cord Marked _ 5 2.19
c e Wheele1 Check Stamped 10 4.39 23 10.09
’lain Shell _ = LT 114 50.00
icKee Island BluShed ,,,,,,,,,, 1 44 115 50.44
Totalfforis@loyals i 228 100.00 228 100.00
*}lui‘f Creek Punctated 1 3.57
cl\wmk Slmple Stamped ,,,,,,,,, 2 7.14 ST ()76
O'NealSPlam Sasinien e Jiis Jo 4 14.29
Alexander Incised 1 351
Alexander Pinched 1 SO0, 6 2L 43
Long Branch Fabric Marked _____ 4 1429
& d Wright Check Stamped ______ 2 7.14
autw Incised . e ) B 3 10.71
mt R1ve1 Blushed ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 1 3.517 o) BTl
McKelvey Plain 3 1 3.57
Mulberry Creek Cord Marked 1 3.57
! KirbyiIncised s diaiiiin s s 1 3.57 SEeT k7
e e e Aot
PlainsShellsespestonit s 5  17.87
Mounclvxlle Incised Stk e 1 3.57 G o dd
BT e e e e e CACTINCEL B
Total f01 4 Level ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 28 100.00 28  100. .00
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Number Percent
of age by

LEVEL TYPE Sherds Type T
Gy 1b Bluff Creek Punctated . _ 2 100.00
6 1b Bluff Creek Punctated 2 20.00
le Alexander Dentate Stamped 1 10.00
3a Mulberry Creek Plain 3 30.00
o9a Plain Shelll .- = 3 4  40.00
Total for 6’ Level 10 100.00
T 23O INealSPlain el ini e 5 1 20.00
2f Alexander Pinched 3 60.00
3b Long Branch Fabric Marked 1 20.00
Motal foririieyel i 5 100.00
TOTAL FOR UNITS 3 and 4 3,392  100.00

flotal lnitaN oW Sl 1,901
Total Unit No. 4 1,491
Total for Units No. 3 and No. 4 3,392
B ockaEN oty S 92
BlockSN oo R 83
Block No. 10 518
BlockisNosal1aus tredfiveas vss o 304
Block No. 12 . 484
Block No. 13 (63
Block No. 14 347
BlockeNo sl haiata il Wasies 267
Blocky:Not sl g s it Sati g e o 374

disturbance by later aboriginal digging.

Maximum Ds

2.5
2.
3.5
5.5
6.5
2:5
4

4
3.5

$
g
'.
3
3
\

—
I Percen

age by
T Temper

2 100,00

30.00
30.00
40,00

9
)
2
D
4

0

100.00

4 8000
1 2000

2 100.00

92 100,00

Depth of
Break in

Pottery

o

9
2
13
2.
1
1.5
1.
1
1

“This column represents lowest probable limit of pottery prior {08

Figur
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e e

'2) Type 2aa, Henry Island water bottle (a 1811) with Burial
No. 372,

(b) Type 5a, Plain Shell Water Bottle (a 1889).

(¢) Type 5a, Plain Shell Jar (a 2000).

(d) Type 5a, Plain Shell Jar (a 1908).

(&) Type 5a, Plain Shell Jar (a 1888).

(f) Type 5a, Plain Shell Bowl (a 1804).
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Type

5d Moundville Incised Jar
5a Plain Shell .. Bowl

5a Plain Shell
5a Plain Shell
2aa Henry Island
Plain —oi...Water Bottle
5a Plain Shell
5a Plain Shell
5e McKee Island
Punctated

5d Moundville Incised Jar

5a Plain Shell..______Jar

5a Plain Shell Jar

5a Plain Shell Jar

5a Plain Shell . _Jar

5a Plain Shell

5a Plain Shell _Jar

5 Water Bottle

—Bowl
e Jan

5a Plain Shell
1 Plain Shell Jax

5a Plain Shell

5a Plain

5a Plain Sh

Specimen
Number

1802
1804

1805
1808

1811
1812
1813

1830
1850
1853
1854
1882
1886
1887
1888
1889

1908

Location or

B.#364 Disturbed

B.#365

B.#368
B.#371

B.#372
B.#372
B.#372

B.#377
B.#381
B.#384
B.#385
B.#387
B.#392
B.#392
B.#401
B.#401

POTTERY VESSELS

/

Burial
Position
in inches
Height
in inches
n inches

Not Restorable
Approxi-
mately

Partly flexed 5.25 4.5 3.75

Partly flexed 5. 3.5 4.25
Disturbed 5.25 45 4.25

Partly flexed 3.5 4.55 1.75
Partly flexed Not Restorable
Partly flexed 3.75 2.25 3.25

Partly flexed Not Restorable
Extended 4. 4.5
Extended Not Restorable
Partly flexed 3.75 3. 3.
Disturbed Not Restorable
Partly flexed Not Restorable
Partly flexed 7. 6.25 4.75
Partly flexed 7. 6.25 4.75
Partly flexed 6.25 6.25 3
Fully fl

Partly flexed 4.25

Appendages

None

None
Paired strap
Paired strap handles

None
One strap handle
Paired flanges

Paired strap handles
Attachment of 1 strap handle
Paired oval strap handles

1 strap handle

Paired strap

Paired strap handles

Paired strap handles

None

Paired strap handles

439,709 43

710, 440
442, 711
442, 711

457, 712
444
813, 713

449

452, 714
457

443, 45

460
460
463, 716
464, 717

481, 719

VIIVEVIV J0 AHAYAS TVIIDOTOTD




Plain Shell 3.#432 Partly flexed 7.5 8. o 183, 720
Pl Shell y 7 >

5a Plain Shell Jar 1937 B.j#439 Partly flexed 5. | 3. Paired strap handles 488, 721

5p Moundyville Filmed
Engraved ... Water Bottle 1991 B.#493 Fully flexed 10. 85 45 None 526, 722 37

5n Crow Creek Noded._. 1992 B.#493 Fully flexed Not Restorable 1 strap handle 526
2000 B.#505 Partly flexed 8. 6. 03 Paired horizontal lugs 530-31, 723 40
2003 B.#505 Partly flexed 5. 4. 4.25 Paired strap handles 530, 531, 724

2004 B.#506 Extended 45 225 3.73 Modeled animal effigy 532, 725
2050 B.#535 Extended 5.25 3.75 4.75 x Paired strap handles 544, 726

5g McKee Island 4.25
Brushed 2051 B.#535 Extended Not Restorable None 544

5a Plain Shell < 2281 B.#583 Extended 55 45 5. Horizontal nodes 591
5a Plain Shell. 2282 Dog B.#6 Not Restorable None 592
5a Plain Shell. < 2355 B.#603 Partly flexed 9.5 17.25 7.25 4 horizontal 600
5j Moundville Black 2357 B.#603 Partly flexed 7.25 3.5 6.25 None 599, 727

Filmed ... e
5a Plain Shel 2391 B.#608 Disturbed 7.5 3.25 7.25 None 606, 607

5a Plain Shell 2392 B.#615 Partly flexed 5.75 5. 4.25 Paired strap handles 609, 728

LIS A¥Y9dd HHL

Sm Effigy Vessel 5 2740 B.#649 Partly flexed 55 2.75 4.5 x Bird head, tail, wing and 4 supports 629, 630, 631
4.

5a Plain Shell 2741 B.#649 Partly flexed 6.75 3.25 6. None 629, 630, 631, 729
5a Plain Shell . 2806-2 B.#679 Partly flexed 4. 3.25 3.25 Paired loop handles

S5a Plain Shell..._____ -Water Bottle 2978 B.#717 Not Restorable None
T -14-
100 R 14
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CONCLUSIONS REGARDING POTTERY

1. Considerable mixing at the site, scattered distrih
and concentration of pottery in small areas suggesting
which may account for the considerable depth of some mai

2. A good representation of all tempers. The fact th:
same relative proportions exist from top to bottom furthe:

gests mixing at the site.

3. Affinities to Moundville illustrated by black filmed x
and Moundville Incised vessels and sherds.

4. Contemporaneity of a type of sand tempering witl
tempering illustrated by the occurrence of a sand-tempered
bottle (small), a1811, with a shell-tempered horizon buri:

5. Superficiality of the pottery horizin considering t!
as a whole. Pottery occupation level probably only the u
or 1 to 2 feet.
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CONCLUSION

1is widely spread shell midden on the northern end of
Mile Island presents a long record of the prehistory of
1 the Tennessee River.

1e of its outstanding features is the occurrence of large
'orkshops at the depth of five feet. Here is a definite
ing of the Archaic 2 period*. For some reason, as yet not
tood, the dwellers on all shell mounds, seemingly all at
arried upon their midden great quantities of flint, and
by percussion fracture, made quantities of rough flint
ind knives as represented by types 3, 23, 25, and 26. From
‘me on flint artifacts were plentiful in the middens, but
kshops occur only at one level and were never again used
* times. Only once on every site there was a time when,
gly the most important business of the people was chipping
When this worshop level was finally covered by shell
the shops were never again used, and no new shops are
it higher and later levels.

ior to the working of flint on the shell midden, flint
to have been unknown to the shell mound dwellers. At

'te the midden is, on the average, about 6.5 feet deep, and

its extend into the sand below the midden another 1.5 feet.
1.5 feet of midden below the workshop level, there are
icattered crudely chipped flint knives and blades of the
ypes made in the workshops. It is believed that these few
ns have found their way into these lower levels as the
f digging and disturbance of the midden by its occupants
Naic 2 period, and particularly by their habit of moving
ccupation level from one point to another on the midden.
articular habitation site was a large area, prominently
at the head of this important island, and the level area
ted the occupants to shift widely from time to time. This
prevent a large debris accumulation in depth at any one
due to continuous occupancy at that point. Such discon-

—

‘or a discussion of Archaic 1, 2 and 3 and Pottery 1, 2 and 3, see
nd DeJarnette, 1948a.
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tinuities, the result of shifting occupational levels on the site,
results in considerable mixing of artifacts belonging to difforent
periods and makes the determination of stratigraphy very diffi.

cult. At this site it seems to have destroyed any cultural si

cance which natural zones might be expected to have.

It is believed that there was once at this site occupar:

the Archaic 1 period when no worked flint was in use. Th

of this great midden shows only a very few flint specimen

nifi-

'y in
base
, but

evidence is plain that the lower levels of the shell have been

disturbel by flood action. In the early history of thi:

before the midden had gained a height of 6.5 feet, fl
would have been easy and doubtless was frequent. The
shows that portions of the lowest level of the shell midd:
water lain. In this disturbed midden, occasional flint
have been found which, it is believed, belong to the Arc
period ( but have reached a lower depth for reasons cited.
pancy thus began here in Archaic 1 period, on the surfac:
island the northern end (head) of which was not much
river level. Floods were frequent and early occupancy

from one spot to another until almost the whole end

island was covered with a layer of shell midden from one
and a half feet deep. This occupancy in the Archaic 1
was followed by the establishing of the shop sites and the
use of great quantities of crudely chipped flint in the Ar
period.

The Archaic 3 period began with the use of stone bov
broken fragments of which appear in the top four feet
midden. Stone bowls were not as numerous here as 2
further east, Ma°48 and Mav10,* but their use here has tt
artifacts in association. Only one steatite bowl was fo
burial association. This was with Burial No. 90 in Uni
a depth of 3 feet. There is some suggestion that sandston
antedated the use of steatite bowls since sandstone bow
ments are found in the four foot level and upward, while :
bowl fragments occur in the three foot level and upward.
Archaic 3 period, the midden was raised to an average d«
4.5 feet over the whole site.

The pottery zone at this site is about two feet in dept
to the very considerable amount of digging into this mid

* Webb and DeJarnette, 1948a and 1948b.
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THE PERRY SITE 69

e of the Pottery 3 period, in order to bury their dead, (the
r's Island manifestation), the pottery stratigraphy has been

tly confused. There was considerable occupancy in the
ry 1 period as shown by much fiber tempered pottery, and

nd tempered sherds which usually accompany fiber tempered
ry. However, there is no clear separation of the fiber tem-
level from the grit tempered level of occurrence.

n the Pottery 2 period the midden was raised to an average

of 6.5 feet. The maker of grit tempered pottery here
°d a high cultural level if we may judge by the amount
sherds in the midden and the wide diversity of form and
ition of vessels. These people however, never used pottery
ial accompaniments.

fter the midden had reached its full depth of about 6.5
ver the whole site, people of Pottery 3 period, the Koger’s
manifestation, used this midden as an extensive cemetery.
buried their dead in extended burials, dug into the shelil
n. Occasionally they deposited a bundle burial of bones,
anatomical order. They frequently deposited in the grave,
s of artifacts and used shell tempered pottery in a variety
'm and decoration as burial furniture. This occupancy
long continued and may come down close to the historic
l. However, no artifacts or other evidence was found at
te showing historic contact with white traders. Site Lu°25
thus to have provided evidence of occupancy continuously
the Archaic 1 through Pottery 3 period.
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