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uther . Evans, as a federally sponsored project of the Work Pro

PREFACL

By authority of a Presidential Letter, the Historical Records Survey
established in January, 1936, under the national direction of Dr
jie

O c“s
iministration. Sinc Au sust 31, 1939, the sponsorship of the Aascacrus=tfs
1 of the survey has been undertaken by Frederic W. Cook, Secretary of

J
Commonwealth. Since March, 1940 the individual state projects of the
torical Records Survey have been under the national direction of Sarge
d, who, as field representative of Dr. Evans, had had technical
rision of the work of the survey in New England from its inception.
ent writer has been in direct charge of the project in Massachuse
ust 1936 to September 1940 when he was succeeded by Aron S. Giima

T'he purpose of the project is to survey, preserve and rend acces-
historical source materials of all kinds. Its work has *allen
into the following main divisions: public records, private
ipts, church records, early American imprints, hiStOriCul portraits
wspapers. Practically all historical material falls under one or
er of these divisions. In bringing this material under control
ain techniques have becn found practicable, depending on the nature
subject matter, and using variously the methods of the inventory
] the calendar, the check list or the index in the puuilcatlon
result. Tor public records, church records and portraits, the
of the inventory has worked best; for historical menuscripts, the
or, in rare cases where the material was of unusual importance,
lendar; for imprints, the check list; for newspaper and court rec-
he index; and so on.

'he actual work of gathering information concerning historical ma-
at their place of storage or custcdy has in most cases been pre-

a most necessary and, for both the custodian and posterity, im-
nt task, that of putting records in order; of cleaning, dusting, re-
and treating them; and, in short, doing everything possible to
their preservation. This function of the project, often performed

workers under almost indescribable conditions of dust, filth,
3, poor ventilation, and even vermin may well be regarded by future
ions as a most important contribution of the survey.

carcely less important, however, are the editorial processes to
all field information must be subjected before publication. Here
and inadequacies are spotted, inconsistencies reconciled, and order
ht out of chaos. In the field of public records it has been found
>ssary not only to sketch briefly the history of the county or town
its government but also to preface the inventory of each subordinate
‘ice or institution with an outline of its development, based upon its
records or upon statutory or other sources. In the inventories of




eface

church records, similarly, the preparation of the history of each church
constitutes a task equally arduous with that of locating and listing

its records In Massachusetts two broader works have also been under-
taken. The genefal historical background, statutory origin and function-
ing of county, city, or town offices have been studied with a view to
providing satisfactory accounts of tne development of county and muni-
cipal government generally These latter undertakings are now happily
nearing completion

wns of Worcester County. A

The inventory of the town archives of Berlin is the fifth in the
ch t
I

series of such inventories covering the tov
full list of publications of the survey to date appears after the index
at the end of this book

icials of Berlin for their
mmonwealth, ﬁ"&terlo W. Cook,
11d not be possible

Aron S. Gilmartin
State Supervisor of Historical
Records Survey
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BERLIN AND ITS RECORDS SYSTEM

HISTCRICAL SKETCH

Berlin is an agricultural community lying north
city of worcester, typical of many other New England
its rolling plowed lands, scattered farmhouses, and v

ast of th
towns with
vooden public

e

struotures. At one times in the middle of the nineteenth century,
there were indications that large industry might convert Berlin
into an industrial municipality like Clinton and Leominister, but
the topography of Berlin proved unsuitable and Berlin has remained
a tranquil country town.

days when

c ] the whole
part of what later became Worcester County. In 1665

had possibly a dozen I within its extensive and
amorphous bounds, and was governed by a prudenti

: the General Court.l 1In
1 Moore buLL‘ a house on the
Wataquadock hill.® Mrs. Rowlandson,

of her Captivity and storation, stat
to Lancaster after the massacre of 1675,

f

farm-house beyond the
isolated home
the Indian attacks on Lanoaster,

&s dy and finally part
from Bolton. It was sﬁill
the corner of Randall a

e

in 1888.%

Moore did not return to this section of lencaster when the
town was resettled; it is ;“ obable, therefore, that when one
hilip Larkin settled a little to tne west of the sitey, consider-
ing it a good place for huthLh and trapping, Larkin was a second

solitary pioneer. His son John was born May 17, 1722 i

house that he had erected, which throws some light on the date of
’ >

his settlemente® But it was not long before several de

l. Records of Massachusetts Bay, IIIs 302-304; IV, part 2,

>« The description of his holding is found in Henry S. Nourse,

edey Early Records of Lancaster, 1643-1725; ppe 3L=35.
3. Mary Rowlandson, Captivity and Restoration, pe 71l.

f

be William Houghton, Lloporxrof the Town of Berlin, pe 324.
5. Henry S. Nourse, ed., Birth, Marriage a1d Death Register
Lancaster, Massachusetts, 1643-1850, pe 52 -

o
,"*J
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(FPirst entry pe 34.) Historical Sketch

of early Lencaster settlers moved into this region: Jabez Fairbanks
settled on Wheeler Hill about 172A,l Josilah Sawyer cleared land and
settled on Sawyer Hill about 1735,2 and the Johnsons settled on lund
bordering on the Assabet River about 1738. 3 Together with many more
inhabitants to the north, they swelled the list of those inhabitants
of the "South Westerly part of Lancaster" who in 1737 petitioned the
General Court to be set off as a separate town. The petition set
forth "the great inconveniences they are under by reason of their re-
mote situation and the difficulties of the way from attending publisk
worship of Gods a e

L
oM
o

Detitiog and set off the eastern part of Lancaster as the town df

tion dated February 7, 1778, asked the General Court to be made a
iuaratu ;aris“ Fifty-nine inhabitants stated that they "live, upon
ard of four miles from meeting House « o » Which
renders 1L vxry difficult for them t P
families, espcecially in severe Seasons «  « pPr

Forty years later, the southern part of this towns!

Fe¥al

cna

Inhabitants South of a certain line . o, . to;e“- te s

might be set off as a separate parish."® The pet e te

leave to bring in a bill to this effect, and on April 13, 1778 X

the greater convenience of attending the public worshlp of God", part
4

of the town of Bolton was created a separate parish and was named the
South Parishe The act described the bounds of the new parish, and
declared that all ministerial taXxes assessesd prior to January 1778
should be paid "in the same manner as if the town had not becen die
videde o o ." The most important provision of the act was section
Ly, which stated
That the inhabitants of each parish « « « have full

liberty to attend publick worship in which parish they pleases

and to pay tuair ministerial taxes « « « Where t+

providedy they return thei

hey attend:

Sy annually, some time in the

montgh .‘of September, to the assasssors of the parish they proposac

|

to- at 1d publick worship in; and all that shall not thus return
their nemes, to be texed to the parish within 5 1imi
which they shall live, in the month of September, annually.

The Gener:zl Court on June 24, 1738 granted the

ips in a peti-

public worship, with their

'. Hurd; eds, giérnry of Woreasster County, I, 339.
L7k
Pe 402,
nee Acts and Resolves, XII, chas 140,
Wn-; s 2Che o
Ibidey V4 notes on ch. 30,
Ibid., ch. 30.
Ibide

)
jas

.
H
* c‘
H
D.,

°

2
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o
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o
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storical Sketoh (First

Certain inhahitants. liked this clause so
bling block, as will be seen later, to ti
ish asi adisurict.

e desire flor a new par

It induced in part by weardmess
concerning the Goss-falley controversy |
church from 1770 to 1782, i

owers of th
probable that the resi
ly Walleyites, we
ipathieses By f

the Bolton

le the cor

the relative

}

pert of

Pa

2 0

3 e n P e 4= ey 7 SE s
montns aiter (Vg as r=sia VOTEeO,
on September 29, /78y "to hav reaching among ourselves and to choose

and that both towns should unite
]

+4- 41
CO TnNe

meeting

(LR
oelier ..l

& separate tovm.”

achusetts Archives, Copy tohi Batri s

of' Bolton as a Ser

ppendix, entry 1.
5. Ibid.




(First entry pe 34) Historical Sketch

Meanwhile, certain inhabitants of the town of Marlboro got wind of
the affair, and persuaded the Marlboro town meeting, held January 14, 1782,
to allow them and their lands to be joined with the South Parish of Boltop,
provided that they paid all outstanding taxes.l The inhabitants of the
South Parish agreed to accept them on April 8, 1782 and voted that the new
town be named "Norage," probably a phonetic transcription of "Norwich."@
The following day the dissatisfied inhabitants of Marlboro drew up a
petition to the General Court stating that they lived nearly 5 miles fron
the meetinghouse in Marlboro and consequently could attend divine services
and other public meetings only with great difficulty. They informed the
Court that both Marlboro and Bolton had acceded to their desire to be
amnexed to and incorporated with the South Parish of Bolton into a new
town, and that they desired the committee elected by the South Parish to

=

represent them in the proceedings .’

The separation was not to go entirely unopposed, however. On Fsbruary
25, 1782 certain inhabitants of Bolton protested to the General Court
against it, fearing that the special privilege granted them when the
South Parish was established, of allowing them to pay their ministerial
tax to either the first or second parish, would be taken away. In add
they argued that the town meeting which consented to the separation weas
poorly attended; and that the South Parish, with 1its 60 dwelling-houses,
was too small to constitutc a town. However, if the General Court
favored a separation, they requested that the privilege concerning the
ministeriel tax be continued as before. A postscript added that, since
the drafting of the remonstrance, another meeting had been held in order
to choose a committee to present to the Genergl Court the petition for
incorporation at which only 6 or 7 persons from the North Parish had been
present.ﬁ

o)
g

The recalcitrance of these inhabitants of the North
had its roots in the desire to secure from the South Parish an abat
of the taxation to support the Rev. Mr. Puffer, pastor of the South
This is indicated by a petition dated March L, 1782 in which these
inhabitants "who have returned our names to the South Parish as being
agreeable to the Incorporation of said Parish, beg leave to say that your

taxing us in the settlement of Rev. Mre Puffer and back salary is

arish pro

l. Ibide.sy Vote to Incorig}ata Part of the Town of Marlboro with
the South Farish in the Town of Bolton, Jenuary 1ll, 1782, see the appendix
entry 2. S

2¢ Ibidsy Copy of Votes Taken at Town Meeting of the South Parish
in the Town of Bolton, April 8, 1782, see the appendix, entry 5.

3. Ibides, Petition for Incorporation of the South Parish in the Tow
of Bolton as Separate Town, April 9, 1762, see the appendix, entry 6o

L. Ibide, Petition to Remonstrate Against the Establishment of the
South Parish im the Town of Bolton as a Separate Town or District,
February 25, 1872, see the appendix, entry 3.
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gistorical Sketch (First entry pe 3h)

incompatible with reason and Justice and contrary to the t
and meaning of the privilege given in saigjinoorporatlon,
e request that our taxes be abated . o+ . + However,
an ancient controversy it is difficult at this late date to
‘hether or not this is the true interpretation, although a con

N

of some nature is obvious.

The affair went ahead, nevertheless, and on April 9, 1782 the
formal petition ©f the committee on behalf of the Town of Bolton was
presented to the General Courta t stated that the two-parish
;r“an ement comyelled some of the inhabitants to travel nearly 8 miles
and that the privilege of allowing the

ng ; 4
Lﬁﬂahluaﬁbu to pay their tax in whatever parish they
desired to attend divine not proved successful and, if
continued, might destroy the peace of both };rish%s. It further
set forth that there were some inhabitants of other wn
join the South Parish if it were incorporated as a

0
prayed the Court to

bitants of Bolton w
4oorporation of the
1 days later permission
the Parish and the several
llurO‘ano deulred incorporation to Wring 1
ut the bill that was brought in, whigh 2
brook for the new town, re jected.? 4 new bill
i of the region as "Berlin" was dismi
the following year, a Bolton town m
>nt to the sbrova»;on,7 and the dissatis

,
L
- m

eneral

o' B

l. Ibid., Petition for Abatement of
1 0] i entry U.

Petition for

. Ibid.; Agreement to Withdraw a Remonstrance Against the
South Parish of the Town of Bolton, February 19, 1783, see the

Lo Ibide., An Act of the General Court Granting Lﬁrwwbs;“n to

Inhabitan of the South Parish in the Town of Bolton to Submit
a Bill for Establi 1 of Separate Town or Districty February 28,
1783, see tthe ap,,“aix, entr 9.

5. Ibid., Bill of General Court to Establish Town of Northbrook,
dJune I, l'?vBy see tue ap
6

endix, entry 10.

€. Ibides An Act of General Court Incorporating South ris

Town of Bolton Into the Township of Berlin, October 17, 18
opendix, entry 1lle.

7. Ibid., Copy of Certificate Regarding E

South Parish of the Town of Bolton as & District

See the gppendix, entry 12.

tablishment of the

m

st
t, February 23, 1784,
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Historical Sketch

(First entry pe 3L)

residents remewed thelir request.l Finally, on March 16, 178L, the General
Court incorporated the district of Berlin. Four Marlboro inhabitantss
David Taylor, Silas Carley, Job Spafford, and John Brighem with their
estates were included in the new distriot, which was invested with all

the provileges and immunities of other districts. The conditions specified
in the first petition, that of Octouer 23, 1781, in regard to outstanding
division of the ammunition, and common representation in the General
The Court further declared that the new
Worcester County, and that the

the Bountries of Middlesex and
ed to issue a warrant for a

taxes,
Court was mide a part of the acte
district should be considered part of
easterly boundary be the boundary between
Worcestere Samuel Beker, Esqe, was authoriz
meeting to elect all necessary district officerse

the final choice of "Berlin"
usible conjecture has it

ed (with the pronunciation
syllable), in honor of
struggle

No certain reason can be adduced for
as the name of the new district. The most pla
that the name of the Germen capital was select
Americanized by placing the accent on the first
Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, who had been friendly to the
of the colonies for freedoms; Who had denounced the use of Hessian soldiers
by the English, and who had presented General Vashington with a sword.”
As Dr. BEdward Everett Hale once stated, .it was the first town by that name
in the United States 4

As first established, the area of the district of Berlin was approxi-
mately 6,799 acres, in which were located 63 dwellings and Sk other
buildings.? Two annexations were mede during the district period;

Poter larkin's estete was set off from Lancaster and annexed to Berlin on
February 8, 1791,° and part of Northborough was ennexed on February 15
1806 in a boundary changeu7 Although the boundery lines with Marlboro,
Hudson and Clinton were established by various acts, all passed on May 1,
1905, there have been no further annexations;° the present area is 8,138
acres, about 13 square miles, making Berlin ons of the smellest towns

in ares - fifty-fourth to be exact - of all the municipalities in

Worcester county.?

1. 1Ibide., Petition of Certain Tnhebitaents of the Town of Marlboro
to the General Court for Incorporation as & Separate District, March 5
1784, see the appendiX, entry 13.
2. Ibides, An Act of the General Court Incorporating the South Parish
in the Town of Bolton and a Part of the Town of Marlboro Into the District
of Berlin, March 16, 1784, sse the appendiX, entry 1h. See also Acths,
1782=83 chae L4T7.
3, John Nelson, A Nerrative History of Worcester County, I, 153.
L. 150th Anniversary Service of the First Church of Berlin, P. 1h.
5° Acts, 1782"830 cho LL?o
6, Ibide, 1790~91, ch. 16.
7. Ibid., 1804=5, ch. 32.
8¢ Tbids, 1905, ohs «i857=859%
9, Massachusetts Department of Corporations and Taxatilon, Agprepates

of Polls, Property, TaXes, gtoc «» veluation list of 1938.

elec
been
agre

and ¢
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Except that it joined with Bolton in electing one representative
to the CGeneral Court, Berlin, as a distrioct, was governed in every
respect like a town. At the first meeting of the district, held
in the meetinghouse on April 12, 1784, the following officers were
elected: a moderator, a clerks five selectmen, three ass+ssors, a
constable, a Ttreasurer, and wardens; by hand vote, four highway
surveyors, two tithingmen, two hog reeves, a culler of hoops and staves,
a surveyor of boards and shingles, and a sealer of leather were elected.
The meeting was adjourned until April 2L, at which time another
constable was eleoted. At another adjourned meeting, held April 27,
1784, additional district officers were elected by ballot, namely,
two wardens, a fence viewer, and a fire warden.t

The period immediately following the Revolutionary iar was not
e

particularly propitious for establishing a new district. Tax collection
fell so far in arrears that in 1785 the General Court found it expedient

to direct tho constable of Bolton to collect Berlin's county tax .2

In the same year the town of Bolton informed the General Court that
Berlin had failed to pay its proportionate part of the expenses for
the poor, and aesked for clarification_ of the act of incorporation so

that Berlin might be forced to do so.” The General Court failed to
act at this time,% but on March 16, 1786 committees representing the
two towns met and concluded an agreement covering all points in
dispute. It named those indigents for whom Berlin was to be wholly
or partly responsible, gave the district of Berlin one-third of the
Continental money in the Bolton treasury, divided Bolton's stock of
arms and ammunition between the two communities, and prowided that

Berlin pay Bolton B76 in addition to assessments committed to Berlin
constables prior to the incorporation. There were several other
1e

slausess which the district of Berlin considered at a meeting held
May 18, 1786, but the inhabitants, rather ambiguously, voted only to

7
comnittee to meet with Bolton "respecting the poor that have
shall be brought to Bolton for support, and come to any

agreement with , . ,Molton as in their judgement shall appear Just
and equitable o" On October 16 of the same year the district moved

le Town Records, first vol., 1784-1831, PPs 2-5, se
. Resolves, 1784-85, ch. 1. o

5+ Massachusetts Archives, Petition to General Court by Committee
in Behalf of Town of Bolton to Enforce Payment of Proportionate Shar
Toward Support of Poor, September 25, 1785 See appendix, entry 15.

Lo Ibide

5e Ibidey Copy of Agreement Between Committees of District of
Berlin and Town of “olton Regarding Financial Transaction, March 16,
1786y see the appendix, entry 17e

6. Ibide, Copy of Vote of Inhabitants of District of Berlin
APPOinting a Committee to Confer With a Committee of the Town of Belton
Begarding Support of Poor, and Copy of Agreement Thereto by District of
Berlin, May 18, 1786, October 16, 1786, see the appendix, entry 18.

entry 13.

N

)

e




(First entry pe 34) Historical Sketch

o step further by expressing 1ts willingness to receive and aupport such
persons_rightly belonging to Berlin gocording to the vote of the town of
Dolton.

On Septemper 25, 1786 Bolton again presented 1ts petition to the
General Court, which responded by ordering the petitioners to serve
the clerk or selectmen of Berlin with a copy, in order that they might

show at its next session why the prayer should not be granted. Berlin
clecoted a committee to ap.ear before the Court to answer the petition,d
and the Court appointed a committee to consider the whole matter. The

latter reported back that both raules desired the dispute to be referre
to the npxg session of the Court, 5 on July 6, 1787, the matter was agail
TJOSL,<O7’1€L&¢

The dispute was finally settled by a law amending the act incorpora-
ting the district of Berline Dealing solely with matters of relief, it
made Berlin liable for all law suits and future expenses of indigents,
formerly dwelling in that part of Bolton which later bscame Berline If
Berlin refused to consider any individual case as part of its responsi-
bilitys Lthe courts of justice wers given the power to determine the
disputes

¢ distress of the period was manifested in other ways. While

ere is no evidence that any of the townspeople joined Daniel Shays in
his rebellion against the Ll‘iAfltlpS’ the town scnt a representative to
conventions in Paxton and Worcester which preceded the outbreak, and in
1788 and 1789 voted for John Hancock for Governor unanimously, since 1t
was expected that he would be less rigorous in handling the insurgents
than his o;ponant.a

Despite these evidences of economic distress, a di trict meeting
held in 1784 granted E24 "to be laid out for schooling in: this district

(=]
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1., Ibid,

2. Tb'd., Copy of Petition to General Court to Settle Dispute
Between Town of Bolton and District of Berlin, September 25, 1786, see
the appendix, entry 19e.

3. Ibid., Order of General Court Regarding Settlement of Dispute
Between Town of Bolton and District of Berlin, October 5, 1786, see
the appendix, entry 20.

Lo Ibid., Appointment of Disfrict of Berlin Committee to Oppose

Petition of Town of Bolton Committee, a&nd Summary of Town Debt, January
18, 1787, March 16, 1786, see the appendix, entry 21,
5+ Ibidey Report of Congressional Committee Appointed to Consider

Petition to Settle Dispute Between Town of Bolton and District of Berln,
February 19, 1787, see the appendix, entry 22.

6+ Ibid., Copy of Order of General Court Setting Date for Settle-
ment of Dispute Between the Town of Bolton and the District of Berlin,
July 6, 1787, see the appendix, entry 23.

7. Mctsy 1786-87, che 52,

8. Town Records, first vols, 1784-1831, ppe 36, 42, 52, 60, sce
entry 13 °
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Historical Sketch (Pirst entry pe 34)

by the discretion of the selactmene"l In 1785 a cor tee of nine was
elected "to squadron out the district for schoolinge“Z After it de=
livered its reporty it was voted that "e&chosquadron have liberty to
provide a suitable place for their school."- The following year a
comnittee of three wes elected "to view the schoolhouses. It
apparently found the view highly unsatisfactory, for it was then

voted that the existing schoolhouses should be sold,* Conseguently,
in 1792, a new building program was begun w it was voted to byild
I, new schoolhouses, each in a different section of the
From 1794 until after the incorporation of the town, a
committee, consisting of one member from each of the L
trictsy was annually. It is interesting t

1797 an additional committee of four I
hire the schoolmasters anda to "regulate" the schools,.

There was progress in other affairs as well. n
voted "to fence the front of the burying field with a
In 1787 a person was given a sum of money for digging grave,°
and in 1797 a special committee was chosen *to subdue the brush on
the burying ground « o« « in the best manner he can. « » o9 The
poor were disposcd of by allowing thc sclectmen to put them out at
venduee This remained a function of the selectmen all during the
district period, except for the ars 1786 and 1787 wi og3rsocrs

s N

of the poor were electcd separately to perform this ta

Little more rcmains to be said concerning the p
to 1812, during which the South Parish and the district
Vi€ in existence The main occupation was, of cour
Yming.e record reveals
duced per

cs established.
the North Brook

other sawmills and gris
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T Jbide, pe 25.
bt s pic 5
9+ Ibid., p. 104.
10 bl oot 556, 30, 4O,
e Hundsiiop soiitties Ty 395
12. Houghton, op. cite«s p. 95.
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The district of Berlin was inc
form of government remained the
it no longer Jjoined with Bolton

governmente

Then, as nowys Berlir
tiaroughout the

hay was the most important crop, but
s fruit, Indian corn, and potatioe

A less authoritative source s

with profit. 3 The 1865

es, cows, and other
aragus-growing beca

i (i : cuwtury hay
but owing emphasis on daLr'
vege™ present dairy j
in Berlin, wi the number of
the past 30 years. During > same

from 3,000 to 11,000, but t
about 7," The production of app
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Historical Sketoh (1

pipment have supplanted o
the hand method; electric equipment
es and barns. The initial impetus to
organization, in 1868, of the Farmers' an
h held annual exhivitions of stock, fruits, an
hall and on the grounds of the Congrega /
1 the organization continued in exXi
ually absorbed by the (
ve still holds semimonthly mee

motoriz

have

all this,

found in Worces: A tys, and
to be well on b

ster, Clinton, and Viorcestera.

-

Se established ©to the present,
and ies have be o :

rEEof | Tints were at
four sawmills 1 more were
about the town on other water privileges. hey produced
doorsy, sashess and blindse
cak and chestnut trees into

many smaller containers
were ;roducad,z

{+ when the
consequence
wool eXoceed
The number
products was
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(First entry p. 34) Historical Sketech

It w
town
was
1903
but

as a four-story building, 30 by 100 feet, located in the center of

» and its construction in 1868 was financed locallye The building

destroyed by fire in 1882, at a loss of $20,000« Thereafter, until
s the business was continued in a smaller building on #dest Streety,

was then removed to Malden.™

Another promising industry during this period was the manufacture

of medicines and cooking extracts. It was begun in 1850 by Edward

shorn, who eventually had 40O men employed and 8 wagons on the roade.

Hart
The business was removed to Boston in 1870

Fora.period thereafter, with the exception of lumber production,
industry languished. Recently, howevers McCann Brothers has established
& largc ice=-cream plant in Berlinj; its products are sold great
gquantities all through Worcester County and elsewherce Another local
industry is the Fold-iell Table Company, Incorporated, menufacturers of
ironing boards. In South Berlin, it is interesting to notey on the
spot where William Goddard built a sawmill a&nd lumber yeard in 1752, the
dheeler family for three generatioms has conducted & sawmill.”

The decline in industry that took place in Berlin after 1860 is
strikingly indicated by census statisticss The d&strict of Berlin in
1790 hed a population of 512, It slovly end normeally: in 1820, it
had & population of 6255 sl JIEYIe) aice “*' T/ 1850 it had 866y and in
1860 it renched & peak of 1lgl06. of the extract business
and the shrinking of shoe 3:;a.nuf’c.c‘w‘ he population fell to 88L per-
sons in 109Cp‘ Slow, normal gro 2 occurred, but at a reduced
tempo: in 1910 the population was 90 nd in 1935 it was 1,091,
ap roXximately the same as it was 8 -

Despite this, and fact that there are only about 25 more polls
and 75 more dwellinghouses in the town than there were in 1860, Berlin's
total tax is now ten times mor it was then.s This has be 1
by tripling the valuations of ; erty in t uown, and virtually quadrupl-

ing the tax rate. These faocts indicate strikin

diff
"“.LtQ

S}

of Berlints industry and

v how modern taxation

.

ers from nineteenth century procedure. The following table of agure-
s gives, in detalled form, other particulars conocerning the development

‘riculture s

le Houghton, ops cit,, Ppe 90~

urerse 1940y pe 511

Clt°9 PPe 95
e Massachuse th Bureau of St tics of Labor, Census, 1905, I,
5e Massachusetts Secretary of State, Decennial Censuss 1935,

813
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gistorical Sketoh (First entry

Chaert of Aggregates of Polls, Property, and TeXes as Assessedl
NO o Value of Value of Total Value Tax Rate No. of
of Personal Real sal and Per- per $1000 Persons Total
Dete Polls Estate Estate sonal Estate Valuation Assessed Pax>

$ 895312 $288,457 $_ 3772769 $10,10 . $_L,366.48
105, 0214 318, 525 423,547 17.40 _7,823.00
e 268569l - (423,623 492,317 1500 i o vainil s 099 800
13114 967 _ 44955996 Bieh 0w 4372 5 lyy 677.00
430,283 509,196 i3 12,00 413 _6,612.00
68,785 591,680 11.00 _ L31  7,002.00
L9E 2921 5062, 215, o BBy 60T - ioss 19500 o Ni52, . 174609200
kL 137,267 882,630 1,019,897 27005 L5 28,199.00
180,375 901,830 1,082,205 37«00 352 110y 655 .00
Noe of Acres of Noe. of Nos of No. of No. of
Date Dwellings Land Taxed Horses Cows Neat Cattle Swine
199 £ 1:699% 171 a2l s
$2TNP0h _7»835 St edliplipieg - 301008 . 8B I0G
HekE228 e 806 211 s li2hes &
He2bis 0 I 7,635 e s8R 53] Lok 1580 s 5 ok
22l REi5UB8 . WiaakhBi: a5 030 s
_____ I2obanieay Fybqdnies A 215 SR
1920: | BEEO6BHT " W iy, 66BY v s 082 it TUNO
27294, Hag vy POl Al sl AT oo v 390 Ll
278 7, L6l n 451

1. Valustions are at May 1lst from 1861 through 1900, at April 1st
from 1910 through 1930, and at January lst in 1937 The figures are
taken as follows: for 1861, from Public Document No. 42; for 1870,
from Public Document Noe. 36; for 1880 to 1937, from Public Document
No. 19, all published by the Commomwealth.

2. 1890 to 1937 includes overlayingse
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In 180/, $250 was appropriated for a reading and writing evening school,
A singular feature of early education in Berlin were sinjin: schools cc
duc*od in 1819 and 1823, for which the town made special appropriation
Many Berlin Quakers attended the two Juaker schools in BthOLz and tne town
was rpfcﬁbedly asked to allot part of the school funds for their su

Berlin invariably refused, despite the fact that the General Court, in 1817,
made the transaction legally proper.

=
W

porte

By 1837 there were five public schools in Berlin, with an enrollment
of 137 in the summer schorl a 198 in the winter schoole. The annual
appropriation was $400. oL L bool was opened in the Town
but it was discontinued four y

nd
875
e

ars later

At present there are four grammar schools in town, three in outlying
sections and one in the centere. Wnl" the ce;t&r school teaches through
grades 7 and 8. The enrollment is 156, and the faculty numbers fivee The
se rdlnd high-school students to atudy in other towns amounts to

1ses of transportation and tuition for trade school students
he total cost of the schools is almost $18,000.*

i
$5,000; ext
is %85‘:‘9

H'r

Berlin has not been without other cultural stimuli, howevers In 1817
the Joseph Priest Fund was estah the interest of which is used for
literary educatiOu,D and in 1861 % ncy Young Fund was established for the
benefit of the schools of Berlin.® The Berlin Lyceum, organized in 1831,
held cultural meetings in various schoolhouses and in the Town Hall for
>hal Ulub flourished from about
d prominent institution of

ounded in 1833 by
in English "with never a day
of instruction from pri Classes
were first held in a p 11O y en in a room in e 11, and
finally in the Evangelical Church building which is still called the
Academy Buildinge. The school boarding facilities attracted

s 3+

students from several states it finally closed its doors in 185

almost three decadesq( and the
1875 to 1890.8 But the most i
Berlin for man:
Josiah Bride,

school or acade

l. Town Records, first vol., 1784-1831, pp. 140, 271, see

e Ibidey, 78 143y 262; Resolves, 1817, che L42.

3« Town Recordsy, fourth vola.s 1878-1905, p. 5y see entry 13;
1 Ope Cit-, PPe 224-227« T

L, Annual Report 1938:; ppe. 89-106, see entry 2.

5 Town Records, first vol., 178l- 1831, Ps 259, see entry 13.
6

7

o Ibidey tiairdey, 1856~77y pe 1924
- Houghton, op. cit., pps 227-230.
9+ Ibides ppe 105-108y 135e
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Historical Sketch (First entry pe 34)

In Berlin are branches of the Lyman Sohool for Boys and of the
Industrial School for Girls. Both are conducted on the cottagesysteme
The former school was given permission to purchase the Flagg Farm in
Berline and to build and repair buildings for its use at a cost of
not more than $8,500, in an act passed in 1896.™

During Reve. Reuben Puffer's pastorate of /8 years, the rising
controversy between orthodox and liberal Congregetionalists did not
affect Berlin, Mre Puffer died in 1829, having had the satisfaction
of seeing a new church building dedicated in 1846. But when it
became necessary to choose a mew minister, and the town meeting choss
Reve. Robert Wolcott, a Unitarian, the entire congregstion, with the

exception of four persons, withdrew from the church.,. 3 The seceders
formed a new group called the Evangelical Congregeational Soelety

of Berline After worshipping for a time in private homes, since
the Unitariens had possession of the meetinghouse, they erected a
church buildinge. The society had three pastors before the two
groups were reunited in 1843. L Services were resumed in the meeting-
house built in 1826, while the Evangelical Church was taken over by
the Berlin Academy. In essence, the union was a vietory for th
orthodox groups since the Rev. Henry Adams, former minister of the
Hillside Church of Boltony an outpost of orthodoxy in this section,
was installed as minister. The victory was assisted by the decision
of the town meeting, taken November 27, 1832, to set off the
Congregational Society as a parish, and its relinquishment of all
title, right, and interest in the meetinghouse, voted April 18,
1836.5 The building was remodeled in 1895 at a cost of $2,439.40

A new Unitarian Society was organized on November 27, 1371.
Meetings were held in the Town Hall until th¢. present church
building was erected and dedicated on March 1 1872.

About 1855 Rev. Gardner Rice, then principel of Berlin Academy,
began to lead prayer and ctass meetings, which resulted in the
organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Berlin in April
1856. Between 1862 and 1880, however, the society was largely
inactive. In April 1880 it was revived, with meetings being held
in the Town Hall until December 20, 1887; when a new church building
was dedicated.b

15 ACth 1896, ch. 118.

2. Town Records, first voley 1784-1831s pe. 246; see entry 13;
Houghton, ope. citey pp, 111-117.

3. Ibide, ppe 122-123.

4e Ibide

5e Ibido, second vole., 1834-56, pp. 22, 88.

6o Houghton, ope citss DPps 129-131
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From the beginning, there have always been & good number of Friends
residing in the northern section of Berlin. However, these three churches
the Congregational, Unitarian, and Methodist Episcopal - are the only
ones at the present time which hold services in Berline. Feople of other
faiths attend churches in neighboring towns.

On April 16, 1846 the Lancaster and Sterling Branch Railroad Company
1bs  fRimsicaraiil

was incorporated, and in 1849 it supplied Berlin witl
ilroad at
66, when

service by running an express daily, meeting the Fitchburg R
Soutihx Acton. Fur+her rail service was acquired on July it
the Agricultural Branch Railroad opened an extension from Northboro to
Pratt's Junction on July 2, 1866. Two statdans were estahlishad, one

for the center and the other for West By vaerious consolidations,
the Agricultural Branch Railroad b the 0ld Colony Road, which
was leased in 1893 by the New York, and Hartford Railroad.J

The New York, New Haven, and Hartford continued passenger service until
1935, but since that time only two nightly freight trains are operated.

Berlin with rai erviece. The
69, when
£ $100 each achusetts
cated its tracks in the vicinity
ing town bonds,

The Boston and Maine also froxldc
history of Berlin's conneotions with t
the town voted to subscribe 200 shares o
Central Railroad Company, provided it lo
of a survey made in lCOO. The 7 was raised by issuing
in accordance with a provis railroad!s act of incorporati
stating that towns along ht subseribe for and hold sha
in the capital stock of ny.4 Service for Berlin began when
a road was opened from Hudson to Jefferson in 1882, but the followi

ice was suspended when the reilroad ran into financial di

Se After reorganization, the Central Massachusetts renewed

e in Septemper, 1885, under a contract with the Boston and Lowell

ad Company . On April 9, 1887, the town voted to dispose of its
ral Railroad stock. Its sale was made possible a donation of

handler Carter to the of $20,000, and seal the town's
acceptance of an oil por t of Mre Carter which was hung in the Town
Halle. Control of the Ho d Lowell passed to the Boston and Maine

in 1887, under a 99-year le For many years, there were two stations

company

(o)

l. Ibid., pp. 84-87;
2. Henry V. Poor, Ma
Pe 82. For the authoriza
Railroad see also Acts, 1852, ch.
3le. “ oGS,y 1867, ohie M55 I87)INE ol MibgE:

80; Poor, op. cife:

4o Ibide, 1869, che 260; Town Records, third vole., 1856=77, Ps 56,
sSee entry 13.

5. Acts, 1883, che 6Li; 1886, che 251; Poor, ope cite., 1888, ps 11.

6o Town Records, fourth vole, 1878-1905, pp. 153-15l, see entry 13.

T« Poory ope citey 1900, ps 10,

i
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in Berlin, one for the center and another for the ea
but the latter was removed in the summer of 1937, an
of

n section,

ich stop with

service was reduced to six daily trains, only two W I
flagginge
Until 1891, there was no central library in B

South Berlin had a collection of books of fair size, manag A
Union Library Association.l ' In March, 1891, a Free Public Library
as organized in Berlin, and three trustees were elected. A private
home at the center, and later the first floor of the Town Hall; was
used for headquarte rs .2 During —h@ lqut year of its existence, $50
was appropriated for the library,- but i a ive
by the 3tate also, under the terms of 8

27y to assisi small towns in estav
eus of 150 books has been now

b
is appropriated annually, but the income m seven t G
log tax and other sources increase the amount ;vailablc Fon by
use to 513JC.5 In 1912 a building fund was starte and, owing to t
efforts of the Village Improvemen u@C+ebL the Berlin Playe
private individuals, a new library building was opened t

ic in December 1929.°

he Berlin Board of Trade, organized in 1916, hol y
whioh prominent speakers discuss Jjeocts

All families have their own wells, with the exception of a few
residents in the western part, who are near enough to the Wachusett
Aqueduct to receive their water from the reservoir. 4 section 3,36
miles long of the VWiachusett system passes t ugh Berline.

There are no banks in Berlin, the nearest being in Clintons
and no newspapers are published. However, the "New Enterprise" of
Hudson publishes a Friday edition for Berlin, Bolton, and Stow.

The town has a post office, two Ttelegrapt and a sub-
station of the Worcester Suburban Electric Company. Its 136
telephones are listed in the Fitchburg district. Among the firms
n

named are a florist, an owner of greenhouses,; a lumber dealer,

& hay and grain firma, anc a dealer in general merchandise.

out

le. Houghton, op. cita., Pp. 221-22).

2e Ibides pe 223.

3« Town Records, fourth vole, 1878-1905, pp. 237-238, see entty
Le 2Aots, 1890, che 347.

5« Annual Report, 1937, ppe 37-38, 64=65.

O

» Ibid., 1929, pe. 41.

13
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Berlin is included in

is bounded on the north by Bolton, on

on the south by Northborough, on ti

twelve miles northeast of Worce

hway route

reached by State hig

Historical

District Court of Eastern Worcester. It

the west by Clinton and Boylston,
the east by Hudson and Marlboros It is

) 3

stery and 31 miles west of Boston, and is
62 o




0 n
. ] R ]




(CHART OF TOWN GOVERNMENT ~ BERLIN — 1941
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GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION AND RECORDS SYSTEM

Governmental Orgenization

Since the roots of Berlin's town government are to be found in its
government as a district, it is necessary to examine e latter with
some caree Certain officers were elected annuall§ during Berlin's entire
existence as a districte These included five selectmen, a district
clerk, three district assessors, a treasurer, & fire warden, a culler
of hoops and staves, two or more hogreeves, a sealer of leather, a
surveyor of boards_and shingles, two tithingmen, and from four to seven
highway surveyorse The highway surveyors collected the highway taxes
but all other taxes were struck off at auction, the lowest bidder being
then elected constables During the period from 1789 through 1792, two
constables were elected annual one of whom was specifically d
to collect the ministerial taxes. A fence viewer
first distriect meeting in 168L, dbut tdezwafter two
annuallye A moderator was annual
A pound keeper was elected annually from 1797 on and
and measures from 1787 on.t Two field drivers
1806, but only gne tharuaftcrn5 Two elected
1785 through 1795,° +two wardens from 1784 through grave
gger in 1790,g and a "packer and searcher of deviled beefy pork and
fish designed for exportation out of the Commomwealth" in 1792 It i
1786 and 1787 threee over G elected to put out the
poor at wendue, but gene entrusted with this

duty.1® The ]

)
ally the se
s

er
selectmen al

results of the votinge

50 of'f 1011+er at e tions and eXsmined the

a town was uneventful
ortant district of

The transition of
As a matter of facty a
1ave endured to the pres the selectmen, clerk,
moderator, assessors, hreasurer, an onstable. Certain ohanges have
occurred within these officesy of course: the constable and treasurer
no longer collect t&X“Sg that duty having devolved upon the tax
colleotor originatir since 1922 the constable-elect has
lectme the assessors

L.Ce S

ointed chief of

since 1900 have been B oy o the moderator has
been elected annually since 191.5; ien are now officially
the board of health and, i the registrars of voters.

l. Town Recerdsy first Vol::~~joh-lpqL, Lﬂo T =l lTl, 2004
See entry 13,
2¢ 'Tbidey ppe Uy Uly 59 80
30 _I_b_:&g_og [},g 1_57 200
4% b d Wy PRt 205 1l 5 16
Sie Mlibiidey PRe 192, 1624
6. Ibides pPpe 15¢ 98e
Te Ibides PPe Le 63.
8" _ll)__l_@_ny De 6[],@
99 Ibidup Pe 81-
10e Ibidey Ppe 5-6¢ 30y LO.
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HOUSING, CARE AND ACCESSIBILITY OF THE REC ORDS

The bulk of the Berlin records are located in two safes on
first floor of the Town Hall, a wooden struct bulltiin 187.0; dn
& the basement of e modern public library building; and
of the town clerk, Harris G. Fielde The two safe
1l are crowdedy and contain in jumbled condition records
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Housing

Center Grammar School,
Linden St.

South Sehool
Crosby Rde

Depository

Class room

Class room

Logation 2nd floor listEflioor
Dimensions 28x20x12 26x20x12
Cubic Feet 6,720 6,240
Class of Construetion 3rd ; 3rd
Shelving Wood ' ood
Containers i 00d _Mood
Lighting Good Good
Agoessibility Good i Good
Arrangement Fair Fair
Physical Condition Good Good
Room for Gxpansion Ample Ample

West School South School
North School

Center Grammar School

Bast School

Departments using

past School,

B West School,
Gates Pond Rd.

larkin Rde.

De pgsitory Class room Class room
Location Ist floor 1lst floor
Dimensions 26x20x12 26x20x12
Cubic Feet 64210 6,200
Class of Construction 3rd i 3rd
Shelving iood i ood
Containers «wood jood.
Lighting Good Good
Accessibility Good. Good
Arrangement Fair Fair
Physical Condition Good Good.
Room for Expansion Ample ¥ Ample

Departments using East School #est Sehool
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continues
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Inventory Arrangement

and

town
L vi

off'ices

SYMBOLS, AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

Abbreviations

ibideessseesibidem (in the same
Libessassssoslibrary
no(s)sese . numbex(s)
NUMesesess-numerically
Offeescecee.0ffice
OPpe 0itessssopere citato (in the
cited)
see.Dagey pages
+se.5cattered references
Ptdesevecs.printed
YeSeessssessresidence
Rdiesssienees RoEA
YMeesesooess«O0OM
«sesvs.SecCretary
«..e.s5electmen
esva.eS5Trea S
eese.superintendent
essssolown Hall
«ssecsstreasurer
ViQlig oie o srstietotore VAW
- VOol(5)esess.volume(s)

siiFelite tes
in quoted
= equivalent

ed in Tl
related

order of
grouf

are
5w point,

e

arr
W1ltin

offices

pl

their im

ed to-

an office are classified by subject. iithin
3 ] lon entries are listed in the order of their
importance, and for records considers equal importance a chronolog-
ical sequer is used.

of Records

Xact titles of records are written in solid capitals without
In the absence of titles, descriptive titles have been
h are written in solid caps and encolosed in parenthese

S e
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Explanatory Notes

If a record title is not descriptive of 3
explanatory title (or explanatory words), writ
caps and enclosed in parcntheses, has beer
title of @ record is used as

dicated

are inclusive. Mi

03

of containers arc considered in a single
in chronologi 3

numbe

ring,

re no sta

at ] date
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i
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which has been kep
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Marriages, Dea

NS
S

s entry

body-of-entry reference
ecord of Births, 1845--,

»

m entry to entry and
adings are used to
which are not part

Separate tnlru—aura;:a;h
ce also references with sub

riors subsequenty; or closely

Salne SerlesSe

If a record is indexed, mention is =« >
indicated. If there is no 1ndex

or

ference to a separate
to a record, the fact is
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Explanatory Notes

(First entry

Condition of Records

If no comment is made regarding the condition of recordss it may

Except where otherwise indicated¢ dimensions of volumes, file 1
boxes or maps are shown in inches; dimensions of volumes are given

in the order of length alor ey Widthy and thickn
ilmensiocns of file cases, hoxes, and drawers are given in the order of
ty width, and depthe

binding

Location

date of the fins field cheek
hs prior to publi
reeords, especially current ones, are in constant us

and subject to frequent transfer from office to wvault ‘om vault to
offices Bhifts from one wault to another also occur, s frequent-
ly« The Historical Records Survey cannot guarantee that the record
will be found in the location noted, but mercly that the record was
found there at the date of the inventory field checks

The location noted is that a
of the inventory, approximately 4
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PART B. TOVN OFFICERS AfD THEIR RECOKDS

1. SELECTMEN!

Five acliotnen were elected annually from the date of incorporation
through 1834 . In 1835 the number was reduced to three, and in 1900 the
term of ogfloe was extended to three years, one selectman being elected
amually e:

As in most Massachusetts towns, the selectmen have been, from the
first, the most important of all town officials. The passage of the
years hes seen no diminution in the extent of their powers, but there
has been & certain defining and clarification of their duties. They
have alweys been in charge of matters of public health, but since 1937
they have delegated some of their powers to the Nashoba associated
boards of healthe They have always conducted the town elections, and
since 188l, together with the town clerky have constituted the registrars
of voters.

The selectmen have lost certain powers, which have been compensated
by an increase in the number of officials that they appoint. They ap-
pointed truant officers from 1881 through 1890, but the sehool committee
has mede these appointments ever since.? The care of cemeteries was
vested in the selectmen until the formation of a cemetery committee in
1881+° They were the overseers of the poor from 1852 until the formation
of & separate board of public welfare in 1932,7

intees, with the date of their first appointments,
are: special police (18 % and the chief of police since 1922;8 in-
spector of animals ng 2 agent for the suppression of gypsy and brown-
tail moths, later termed moth superintendent (1909) ;10 sealer of weights
and measures, field drlvers, measurers of wood and bark, inspector of
slaughtering (1915);11 forest warden (1916) and engineers of the fire

Their present ftz

’1

~ (;’)

l. For the background, statutory origin, development and functions
of this office, see Town and City Government in Massachusetts. -

2. Tawn keeords, first vols, 1784-1831, p. 200 see entry 13
3e Ibidey second voles, 1834=569 pe 49; fourth vole, 1878-1905,
Ppe 382, 406, &nnual Reports 1939s pe 13, see entry 2.
Lo Town Record, seventh vole., 1936-1941, p. 33, see entry 13.
5+ Ibide, fourth vole, 1878+1905, ppe 40y 215
6. Ibides pe AT-
7+ Ibide, sixth voles 1921-35, pe 370.
8. Ibide, fourth voles 1878-1905, pp. 33; sixth voles 1921-35, Dpe 28.
9. Ibidey fourth wvole., 1878-1905, pe. 258.

n

10« Annual Report, 1910, pe 10, see entry 2.
Town Records, fifth vol., 1906-20, p. 298, see entry 13.

—~
—
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(1“3) Seleotmen =~ Minutes
and Reports

de partment (1928);1 chief of police (192};);2 superintendent of streets
(1923) ;3 burial agent (1931), and agent to issue burial permits (1938),
Which sre two separate offices;4 and dog officer (1933).

Needless to says the selectmen have at vayious times a
officers, ranging from theif detectors (1841), to inspector
(1916-1921)7 and pound keepers (1915-1917).

ppointed other
s of meat

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the seleotmen's
safe, town officers' room, Town Halle.

1. RECORD (Minutes of Meetings)s 1909--e 2 vols.
Discussion and decisions relative to appointment of town officers, recom-
o
r

mendation of annual departmental aj tions, approval of licenses;

chron. by date of

names of members, date of meeti eting. No

s
indox. How. 300fpps 9% X 8 x

2. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SEVERAL OFFIC IAL BOARDS, 1861--, 7 vOlsa.
(5 volses 1861-1957, 1-5¢ dated; 2 volses 1938=--, dated).
Title varies slightlye
Annual reports of town officers, departments, and committee
and recapitulation of all tow accounts, warrants for town
listse. 1869 includes street dirsctory. Arr. by subjecte.
by subject. Ptd. 100 to 600 pps 9 X 6 x4 to 9 x 6x 3
State Houses Boston. (Also 63 volses 1876-=, in sele. safe.)

s; analysis
,

3. SELECTMEN'S REPORT - TOVN OF BERLIN, 1861-1932. 2 vols, 178)-
1860, 1933==, also 1904=-32, in Records = Town of Berlin (Minutes
of Town Meetings)s entry 13.

=0

Original annuel reports of sele en roelative to salaries of town officers
protection of persons and property, health and sanitation, departmental
and special appropriations; date of report. Arre. chron. by date of reporte
No index. Hdw. 350 ppe 13 x 8 x 1. Berlin Free Public Libe: 1 voles
1861-1903, town Vae; 1 Voley 1904-1932, Dbsmte safe .

T. 1Ibides De 351; sixth voles 1921=35s PP 189~190.
2l Ibiidiely D 285

3. Ibidey fifth volas 1906-204 Ps 55

L. Toid., seventh vole, 1936-41y pp. 41y 51.

B, TIbide, sixth vola, 1921-35s Pe Lh8 e

6. Ibide, second vole, 1834-56y pe 178.

7. Tbide, £ifth voles, 1906=20, De 351.

858 [Thidie, Pei298%
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Selectmen (u)

Licenses and Permits

L (Lioenses whd) PERMITS GRANTED, 186l==e¢ 2 VOlSes 2 f.o de
Contains:

i. Applications for licenses to slaughter animals,
Nime, address of applicant; location, descr
slaughterhouse ; description, estimated .,vflv
of product; time of day propcsed for sla
of issue of license. Includes acknouledgment:
tion, date of act; signature, seal of Jjustice

ii. Applications for permits to locate outdoor advert
1934=~: Location, dimensions, construction sp
of proposed sign; date of application; sign
licensing officer.

iii. Applications for permits to mainta
of applicant, location of house
application, issue and expiration
expiration of permit; signatures

ive Applications for permit to operate
Neme, address of

nlication, issue

Ve milk
applicant;
licensing

Vie ewW Name ,
te of ap}l*o ation, signa-
.

Vile ed to hawkers, peddlers,

1 o) g
°ed car “nc Jjunk dealers, con ionersy ice cream and
carbonated beverage manufactur sy 1934--: Name, residence,
business address of licensee; number, dates of issue and
expiration of license or permit; signature of licensee,
chairman of selectmene
viii. Licenses (duplicates) to carry pistol or revolvers 193l--:
Name, address, sex, date of birth, nationality, physical
description of licensee; reason for application; duration,
number, date of issue of license; signature, title of
licensing official.

iXx. Permit to Hudson Street Railway for use of highway through
town, 1898: Name of permittee; purpose, date of permit;
signatures of selectmene

Xe Permit to lay water pipe, 1934-56: Name of permitteej purpose,
datecof permit; sig

Also contains record of:

Xi. Road construction, 1861-72: Name, dcsoription of roads

constructed or repaired. 1864=-72 include e of employee,

amount of salary received.

o 0

atures of
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(L=7) Selectmen - Licenses
and Permits

xii. Soldiers! benefits, 1932-35: Total amount disburscd for state
aid ant veterans' r

xiii., State and military ai
of aid rendered.

xiv. Tax abatements, 1861-72, 1929-35, showing total amount of
abatements .

x¥. Town debt, 1861-1929, showing total amount of debts.

Xvie Town Hall construction and maintenance: Cost of erection, 1378;

total appropriations and expenditures for maintenance, 1879--.

jo PN O}

» 1874-1917: Name of rccipient, amount

xvii. #PA appropriations and expenditures, 1938--: Total amount of
appropriations; amount, purpose of expenditure.

-

2 volsey 1861--, arr. chron. by date of entry; 2 fed. 1934--, no obvious
arre No index. Hdwe. on ptde form. Vols. apgroxe. 100 (unnumbered) ppe.
i on PV ) QL i (5 ST : ; oy
1& X 8% x z; fede 1z X 105 X 155 T.He: 2 VOlSaey 1881l<=y sel, safes 2 fode
934~--y town officers! rme

Finencial Records

5. JOURNAL, 1784-1836¢ 1878--. 3 vols. Title varies: Book of
Orders = District of Berlin 1784-1811. 1 wol.

Record of warrants authorizing treasurer to pay departmental expenditures:
Neme of creditor, department charged; amount, purpose, date of Dbill ; amount,
number, dats of ordere Includes authorizations to pay military aid (1878--),
state aid (1916--), and soldiers' reclief (1931--): Name of veteran; amount,
date of aid; number, date of order. Arr. chrone. by date of order. No index.
pe 14 x 11 x 1}. 2 vols., 178,-1836, 1878-1916, bsmte. safe,
> Pubiliic [Lible; w0l oy 1916~=1 i5cila5a el
iginel warrants 1909--, and monthly record of warrants 1914-16,

Haw. 500
Berlin Pre

-

treosurer, see entries Th, 75 respectivelye

1929-30, 1933-36, 3 vols.
accounts: Itemized audit of

nee, moth and motor

o
o
0
)}
i
(6]
5

)

town clerk's license receipts,
29 /
Diel | 2GS

sel

eSSy and from

by subjecte

Mo ((PATDBILES), 1926 =0 iifhoxy: 28 bdilisis
Departmental bills approved annually by seleotmen for payment by treasurer:
Name of creditor, department charged; amount, date, purpose of bill ; date of
approval, receipt; signatures of selectmen. Arr. chrone by year. No index.
Hdwey, typed, typed on ptds forme. Box 1l x 10 x 13; bdlse 12 x 10 X [

r
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Selectmen (8-9)

iscellaneous

8 (CRCGALPAPERS ) 1857~ % 21 fiad s

i. Bills of sale for land sold by town to individuals, 1875--
intermittently: Name, adarsss of
location, description of
signature of grantor; s
of sale, witne:
recorded in

iles Quiteclaim d

e of
Name, addrsss of

property; amount
purtenances, covenant of Title
numnber of preceding certifi

i; wolum
recorded in county reg
of grantor, st
notary public
« Town insurance

workmen's ocom

dower anc nomesT

=
[
=

ance compar

amount

ive Town
munioip
principal; name, edd
duration, of bond; si

and witness For bonds

ve. larranty deeds to town

1934 : Name, addrsss
scription of

covenant, date o
reference o ins

acknowledgm

[

witnesses.
LO0-vii.

No obvious arr. No )od on p&e. form. 15 x Tb6ix 2.

9« (APFQINTMENT OF TUWS OFFICEKS )y 1919--, 7 vols. System estab.

o

tubs of notices sent to appointess informing them of appointment
m offices Name of appointec; term of office
€y signatures of selectmen. Arr. chrone by date o
No index. Hdwe on ptds forme 50 ppe 3 X 3 X 1o
For original notices kept by town clerk 1812--, sec entry 39-v.

o




(20-13)

10.

Communications maps showing location of prop

(MAPS OF TENSION AND TRANSMISSION LI

NE

NI

ed high~tension lines,

Selectmen -~ Miscellansous

912' 1()170

12 mapse
92

“J)a

location of crossings of Wachusett Sudbury Power Company's transmis sion

lines, 1917c Draftsman unknowne Marlboro, Wachusett Sudbury Power

Companys Blueprinte L4O':1"e 24 x LO.

11, AOAD LCCATIONS)s 1909, 1911« L mapse

Meps showil tions of old roadss 1909; locations of proposed roads,

1911« Draftsmen, }l&Cu of publication, and publisher unknown.

Blueprint. 40':1"e 36 x 20,

12, (MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS OF waxw PARISH OF BOLTON AND DISTRICT OF
BERLIN), 1779 17885 179L. dilie
Conta S
Letter from Gloucester town councilmen to selectmen
district requesti action on disposal of case of
legal settlement in Berlin, 1794.
ii. Survey of plot of land of > South Parish of Bolton, record of,
1779 : Description, location, boundaries, area of plot of land.
Includes map of land.
iii. Tax invoice (copy) taken by distriot assessors, 1788: Name of

taxpayer; number of uolls, aores of land; asse
and personal ignatures of assessorse

No arre No index. H .

Since the incorporation of Berlin as a town in 1812, a
has been elected annually.z Since 1884 he has nlso served
registrars of voters.J
Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the basement safe,
Berlin Free Public Librarye
Minutes and Reports
13. RECOEDS - TOWN OF BERLIN inutes of TGvn
183l~-o 7 volse (3 vols., 1784-1831, 183
4 volses 1856-19 j 3=6)s Title varies s

Action taken on articles

sown-meeting warrsnte

office,

a

For statutory origin of this

of Massachusetts.
2e¢ Town Records,

first vole, 1784-1831,

Annual Report, 1939, pe 13¢ sec entry 2.
30 AD?TS, l@@b; choe 4f98, SECe b.(}a

see Town and City Government
Pe 200, see entry 13;
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co
warrants, jury lists, and military lists. &1
2

Town Clerk - Minutes and (13-19)
R T
Reports

and committees; date of meetinge. Includes

original annual reports, 1784-1860, 1904--, entr

v r on. by
date of meeti No index U35 ppa 2 X:8ix 2 5 volsaey 1Sl
831, 1834-1920, bsmt. ey 1921~-, res. of Harris G. Field

(cle)s wWalnut St
For other copie

original Jjury list i 9,
subentriesy, 1¥ and

Vital Statistiecs

14« BIRTHS, MARRIAGES,
ns: Record of Bir
entry 23; (Record of) Deaths, 1821--,
of event. For index to births, see
see entry 24; for index to death

200 ppa 8 il x A Lo Safleo, Tros.

Returns)s 1927--, e
No indeX. Hdwe on pxdo forme
{ 2 o

(cl.)y Walnut Ste

16, BIRTHS AND DEAT
Contains record of:
issBirths':
ii. Deaths
of pare
Arr. chrone. by date

300 pp. 12 x

FAMILIES, 1804-79. 1 vol.

'-J(
(@

»
=
o

lvolie (Bl
1h.
of parentse Arr. alph.

Hdw <. 1 20058Dpa 16 X128

Ol) Births, Marri ;
€y birthplace, sex of chilr »
by name of child. For index, see entry

18, IN (to)
Index to births record
(Record of).Births, Marri
of birth of child; volw page
child i HaWle t 2000 DD 2 X 10Ex 1 =
Walnut St

19« (BIRTH RETURNS 187h, 1876-1937« 5 bdlses
9 t =, <~
1784~1873¢ 1938~- in (Returns and Noti
Name, SeX, color of child; names, addr 5 P




(19-26)

Town Clerk =

Vital

name of atitending Arr. ohrone. by date

Hdwe on ptde forme

father,
indeXe

physiciane

Balise 9 x it x 6; wolisle
20. (ﬁecord of') INTENTIUNS OF MARRIAGE,
estabe 1787 Title varies:
Marriagey, 1808-50, 1 vol.
Names, addresses, agess occupations of cont partie
of parents; date of filing, signature of town clerk,
(Record of Dog Licenses Issued)y, 1862-69, entry 32.
of filinge For index, see entry 2l. 250
1787-1807, 1851--, safes rese of Harris
vol ey 1808-50¢y bsmte safe.

1787~~«
Publishing

ShY
Records
racting s
O.u
ArTroe

Hadw e

2l . INDEX TO INTENT IO}

Inabx to intentions recorded
Names of contracting
Arre. alph. by

1%

ention,

C ‘ |

ac

arties

Safe, res

(IAGE INTENTIUN
Cro)° ,szrvl
addresses scupations of

of intentione

TICES MARK

(Returns and Not
birthplaces, ages,
intentione Arr.
forme 125 ppe &

UF

S)s

J
K
=

chron.

7 X l:_tc

RECOKD

(Record of)
s+ addresse
alphe by n
250 pp. 16 x 1

De
'\(‘*
. Ths,

; place, date
For index,

N
entry

Names Se of
Arr.

Hdw e

COT’TaCth; Taf1lc
parties.

2lie INDEX (to)
Index to marriages recorded
(Record of) Births, Marriages,
tracting parties, date of marriage
by nemes of contracting parties.
Harris G. Field (cl.), iialnut St

DUle

S5, 1763--« 1 vol.
Deaths, 184
volume
i 20

1AL

1=~y entry
and page
)0 s L Al

W o

P

l{uh
and Not

5 bd

Names
marriage s
forme

(0N %

of) DEATHS, 1842~
¢ Marrie ”y Dea

¢ date of death of

alphe by name of deceased persone

DD lxioise g

1781 =181« " 1 ~wols
thsy, entry 1lh.

deceased rson;
For ind see

entry

Pe
eXg entry

125 pp

Also

DRle LB LU X ke
G Eieiidi(cl &5 Nialnubi Sts;

See

in Record of Marviages, 1763-1

referencee.

1

places,
Ha:

number s

27

Statistics

N

ofibirithti iNo
ol SiaciTiee A

'0lSe
Intentions

System
names, addre

contains:
chrone by

)

date

it

1l vole.

Marriage

930=~ in

parties;

Hdw .

of

entr

8110y
Names

entry 253;
of con=-
Arr .,

4

1';1(: Resa

of

1l volo

a
Do

of

ptde

da.te

We ON

in ord of)
Arrs,

Hdw. 220

2 vols.,

alpha



Town Clerk = Vital Stati

27 INDEX (to) DEA
. to deaths recorded in (Record of
cord of) Births, Marriages, Deaths,
sceased person, date of death, volume en
by nams of deceased lEruO.e Hdw., 200
Ge Field (cl.), Walnut St

Property Record
also entry 40

';} MORTGAGE

amount, conditions,
ease; attestations of
indexe Hdwe 335 pp
voley 1925--, res. of
For original mortg
30s (DEEDS OF LAND DONATED
1806, 1 enve
of donor, recipient; location,
donation; signature of donor,
No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.

NRITS OF ATTACHMENT (on €
ddre s of plaintiff, defendant; name of court,
I y; date of hearing, action; amount of attachue
of writy signature of witness, atte: tion of clerk oi rtq
process officer's return on writ. No obvious arr. No ludeXc
on’ pdiaitHormeR s 13y

S0 (Rguoﬂb OF DOG LIC S ISST 1898--. 8 vols.

1870-97. 18 69 in (Recoz ‘} Intentions of Marri

entry 20
Nems, a

Tpo]u”»
Hdw

LEE9 SeXy breedy, color of dk{ names i s of owner; numbers

date of license; amount of fe ignature of Arr. num. by

S




Ll

(32~38) Town Clerk = Licenses and
Permits

license nos No indexs Hdwes; hdwe. on ptde forme 50 to 200 ppe 8 X 7 x %
to 14 x 10 X le 1 volaey 1898=1915, sele safey town officers' rmey TeHej
L vgls.. 1916~36, bsmte safe; 3 volses 1937==; rese of Harris G. Field
(ol%)s Walnut St.

33 RECORD, 1915=27e¢ 1 voles
Record of hunting, fishing, and trapping licenses issued: Name, birth-
place, agey physical deseription, occupation of licensee ; number, date of
license. Arre num. by license no. No index. Hdwe. 100 ppe 9 x 7 x 3/Ls

Pole Locations
(See also entry 39-viii)

34e RECORD = POLE LOCATIONS, 1912~-s 2 vOlsasy System estab. 1912,
Record of agreements and specifications for pole erections: Names of
petitioners; locations specifications of poles; date of agreements Arre.
by neme of petitioner. No indexs Hdwe 200 pps 10 X 8 x 1o 1 voley
1912~29, bsmte safe; 1 Voley 1929~=p rese of Harris G. Field (cla)s
Walnut Ste

35« JOINT POLE RE=LOCATION, 1929-=e 1 vole System estab. 1929
Record of agreements entered into by public utilities companies for joint
use of poles: For description, see entry 34s Arre. chrone by date of
egreements No index. Typed on ptdes forme 18 ppw 11 X 8 X 1e Res. of
Herris Ge Field (cle)e Walnut Ste

Military Records

36. RECORD (of) MILITIA ENROLLMENT, 1840--. 1 vol.
Lists (copies) of persons of military age: Name, address, age of eligible
person. Arrs by name of eligible person. No indexe Hdwe 250 ppe 15 x
10 x 140 Res. of Harris Ge. Field (cls), Walnut St.

For lists recorded in town-meeting minutes, see entry 13; for
originel lists 1812--, see entry 39-xi.

37 A RECORD OF WHAT HAS "BIN DON" IN THE WAR BY THE COMPANY UNDER
THE COMMAND OF CAP.(tain) DARIUS NURSE SINCE THE 19 OF (April),
1775 1775-77e 1 vol.
Record of enlistments: Name of veteran; place, date of enlistment; period
of service; amount, place of payment of bounty for service. Arr. chrone
by date of entrys No index. Hdw. ¥riting fadeds 5 x 33 x %.

38« REBELLION RECORD, 1861-6L4e¢ 1 vole
Case histories of enlisted men in the War of the Rebellion: Name, addressy
age of veteran; date of enlistment promotion, discharge; names of parents.
Arr. chrone by date of enlistmente Indexed alphs by name of veterans. Hdwe
150 ppe 18 x 11 x 3/kL.




idressy
rents .
Hdwe

Town Clerk -~ Miscellaneous

Miscellansous

39« RECORDED TO#N PAFERS, 1812--.
Contains :
ie Certificates of balloting in re entative district: Name
of candidate; place, date X i - nunber of votes,
blanks; signatures of clerk and
Contracts for town supplies, 1930--:. Name of vendor; amount,
itemization of purchases; date of contract; sv~ratures of
officialse
County treasurer's acknowledgn
feesy, 1895--: Number and t
each type, total anm

title of I
selectmen. tub f notices kept by
see entry 9.
" resignation by town officials
gnation of official; name of succe
mbulation of town lines: Desoription,
tion; date, of recording, signatures of seleot 1 da to”ﬁ

clerk. For record of rambulations 1772~ ee entry 13L.

etitions for pole looationsy, 1911--: Na
°”9“lix0dli0 of proposed locations, date of petiti

of bablic utility company representative. Includes

plans of prosos,u locations.
Photostatic copies of proceedings of meeti ngs of county
commissioners relative to repairs, alterationsy disco
uance of county highways in Berlin, 1821-29: Name
commissioners, landowners; description of work,
involved; place, date of meeting; date of
tures of commissionerse.
Proceedings of state, county, and
of ballot clerks; place, datcs
closing polls, number of votes
total vote, results
see Xvi.
Record of persons enrolled in the militia, submitted annually
by assessors: For description, see entry 36
Recounts of ballots: Name of candidate, title of
er of votes for each candidatey date of r.count;
ignatures of clerk and select
municipality and county from land dar ¢ claims,
Name of munieipality, county, condi date of
volume and ¢ reference to ins TrA nt _emcrded
stry of deeds, date of recording; siﬁ;atur@s of
oler“ am!ianawnmr.




Town Clerk - Miscellaneous (39-41)

St

xive Town-meeting warrants: Place, date, time meeting; list articles
to be voted upon, date of issue; signatures of olerk and

selectmen. Includes constable!s return. For copies of warrants

178l4~-y see entry 13.
Xve Transfer of funds by finance committee, record of, 192L=-: Name
of fund; amounty, date of transfer; names of committ members,
Ljnatuzes of committee secretary and town clerk; date of
> by olerkas
XVie [arrant “. county, state, national elections: Names of
candidates, title of office; place, date, time of election;
hours polls open, date of warrant; signatures of selectmen and
constable. Includes petitions for referenda. For election
proceedings, See X
Arr. by subject and chron. t sunder by date of records No indsx.
Hdwe., hdw. on ptd. form, typed. 5 ‘Q bdls., 1812-36, bsmt. safe;
2 bdlsey 1917-=y res, of Harris G. Fi s walnut St

40 OLD PAEER TREASURERS' BONDS, ETC .y 1802-79» 1 Dbdl.
Contains :
i. Auctioneer's bonds 1871: Name of auctioneer, guarantor; amoun
conditions, date of bond; signature guarantor'!s
ii. Auctioneer's license, 1871: Name of licensee;
license ; signatures:
iiie Certificates of assessmer authorizing collecti
collectors 3314-A3 iount, type, date
of payment to treas,(rerv signatures of assessors.
ive Fence division rev.ulbq’ 1812-55: Names of principals of
agreement; location, description of fence; conditions, date
agreementoe For record of agreements 1772-1890, sece
Ve Personal property mortgages, 1802-~70: For description, see
29.
vis Town officers' fidelity bonds, 1815-79: For description,
ntry 8~iVo
property, 1802-70: For desoription,

No obvious airyd He - r typed.on:ptd. forms. 19 x 2:x 2,

bl. (PARENTS' CONSENT TO MARRIAGE OF MINOR), 1859-90. 1 bdl.
pare

of minor, date of consent, signatures of
of consent. No index. Hdw 9 2 X3

ents. Arr. chron, by

ID]r ' QMDD ADRC
REGISTRARS

From 1812, when the town was incorporated, until 188l , the selectmen
officiated at elections«¢ Sinoce 183/ the selectmen, together with the

For the statutory origin and development of this office,
y Goernment in Massachusetts.

. Town Record, Sixth voles, 1921-=35, DD 2 see entry 13.




Registrars of Voters
town clerk, have by statute constituted the registrars of

Except where otherwise noted, all records a in the
of Harris G Field (clerk), Walnut

42. RECORD BOOK (Minut
estab. 1918.

on and actiony; registration of new ters, T rati
election returns; pointment of w 1 cheeckers;

nge Arr. chron. by date of meetir ‘ deX.
JOEX iy

GENERAL (Annual) REGIST

System estabe. 1877 i

of Berlin, 1877-83, 1 vol.
Neme, address, occupation of registered voter;
nemesy birthplaces of parents; if naturalized citi
date of naturalization, signature of voter.
e nt, 'Aer?under alph. by name of voter. No };uex. ndwf

i and 200 ppe 24 X 18 X le 1 vol., 1877-83, sel. safe,

T rm ley 3 vOlsey, 1884--y res. of Harris G. Field.

(VOTING LIST),
Systen estabe
ph. by name of voter. No indexe.
s ptdis 1928, 1931--. 1 bdl., 1823-193
%:rlln Froe Publio Libe; 1 bdle, 1931--, res. of Ha

From 1812 throug >h 1899, three assessors were elected

ann lutll Ve

vo

the

stem

on of
date

Hdaw. 200

1s.

Voters

birth;

of court,
ar and
% Al e
ficers'

annually,
Since 1900 they have served three-year terms, one taking office

Ibidey ppe 101, 102; Acts, 1884, ch. 298, sec.
For the statutory origin and development of
S and City Government in Massachusetts.
o Town Records, first vol., 1784-1831l: p.
PP. 382, 396, See entry 13; Annual Report,




1871 ; entry 65 for assessors

L6.
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Assessors = Vgluation and
Assessment

50¢ (TAX BILLS), 1784-186l intermittently. 53 vols.
ecord of bills for poll, real and Personal tax: Name of taxpayer;
locationy, desoription, valuation of property; amount, purposs,
numbery date of bill; number of polls in family., Arr. chron. by
date of bille No index. Hdw. 25 Ppes b x Tt " Town vae:
Berlin Free Public Lib,

51, (Published) VALUATION (Lists) AND TAXATION RECORDS, 187
1927 intermittently. 9 vols.
Neme, address of taxpayer; looation, description, valuation of Property ;
mount, date of assessment. Arr. elph. by name of taxpayer. No index.
Ptdsi 2l8ppe 9 X6 x 1130

52« ABATEMENT RECORD, 1920--. 1 volse System ) )
Record of real and psrsonal property abatements and poll-tax eXemptions :
Name, address of taxpayer; amount, type, date of assessment; amount,
date of abatement, exemption; reason for abatement,
date of application. Arr. chrons by date of abatem
Hiw. 50 pp. 10 x 8 x 1.

534

S0 contains:
1529-38 ntry 5| chrone by
of abatement. No index. Hdw. on ptd 0 pp. 8 x 3% x 1.
S5ke (POLL TAX ABAT NT CERT 938 ISy ol s
1929-38 in (Property Tax Abatement Certificates), entry 53.
+ address of taxpayer; amounty date of assessment; amount, date,

Name
Name

number of abatement and reason therefor; signatures of assessors.,
Arr, ohron. by date of abatemen index. Hdws on ptd. form.
100 pps 8 x 3% x 1.

Motor Vehicle Exoise

55. (Recora of) MUPUR VEHICLE AEXCISE ssessments) OF BERLIN,
1929~~4 10 vols,

v address of wehicle owner; meke, model, valuation, year of manu-

ure of vehicle; number, date of r istration; amount, date of tax.

alphs by name of vehicle owner. No index. Hdw. 200 ppe 18 x 15

s

For commitments, sez entry 66; for receipts, seec entry 67.




50

Assessors -~ Motor Vehicle EXocise (56-62)

56. ABATEMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE - (Duplicate) CERTIFICATES,
1929--. 3 vOlse
Name of vehicle owner; makey model, year of manufacture of vehicle;
amount, date of assessment, abatement; signatures of assessorse. Arr.
chrone by date of abatements No index. Hdws on ptde forme 75 Ppe

8 x 3% x 3/k.

57« (Record of) ABA OR VEHICIE EXCISE, 1929--. 1 vol.
Name, address of vehicle owner; make, reg'"trutlon number, year of manu-~
facture of vehicle; amount, date assessment, abatement; reason for
abatement. Arr. chrone by date of tement. No index. Hdw. 300 ppe
LS el me A

58= (D"‘ BSTRAC Lu)y 1910 dehiebie System estab. 1910.
Abstracts of dgen° to town and private property: Name o;‘é;runtnr,
location, description of property; date of recording, volume and

to deed recorded in county registry of desdse. Arre me' by

~

grantee. No index. HGwW.'on ptd. forme 7 x 5§

LAND TAKEN), 1929--. 1 vol,
by town or county for road constructio
description, area of land taken; puvﬁoou, dat
1ng; ume 1 page reference to deed recorded in county re 511.>
of deeds, date of recording Arr. chrone by date of recording do indeX.
Hdwe on ptde forme DO (&P ALI0) S

Miscellaneous

(INC QUING RES PONDENC E 935--e 1 letder file.
records dest !
pondence relative to tax returns and receiptss real est

Se

tions, abatementse. Arr. chron. by date of correspondence.

Typeds 12 x 15:x L

(AP-ELLATE TAX BOARD DECISIONS), 193L~-« 1 f.d. Prior records
destroyed.
Copies of decisions on applications for abat 1t: Name of appellant;
location, valuation of property; emount, date of assessment; amount of
valua+iow, abatement by tax board; docket number, signature of state
sioner of corporations and taxation. Arre. chrone. by year. No
index. Multigraphe 6 x 10 x 12.
62« (LISTS OF RESIDENTS )29-38 RS0l S ystem estab. 1929,
disconte 1938.
address, age, seX, nationality, occupation of resident. Arr. alphe.
of resident. No index. Typede 1Q x 5 x 18,




V. COLLECTOR

During the district period (1784-1810) the collection
auctioned out to the est bidder, who ther=upon

constahle. He collected all eXxcept highway taxe

collected by the highway surveyors.” From 1789-9

O

constable was elected to collect the ministeri

In 1821 the town ting voted "to
collection of taxes in the town treasurer
1910, when }jt was voted to choose the

& (S} - A 5 H
paratelye 1ce that year a col

TAX

No tit

L7 VOlSey
Berlin Free Public Lib.;
H.; 6 volsey 1934--y
n (coll.)y, West Ste
valuation lists

(Record of C itment
FOS ORI Rt Taxe ISty
address of
ent; total
of ta

irst vol ey
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(71-75) Treasurer

Wwarrants

The (SELECTMEN'S WARRANTS)y 1909--o ‘11 bdlse
iarrants authorizing payment of departmental expenditures: Name of payee,
department charged; amount, itemization, date of bill; amount, number,
date of warrant; signatures of selectmene Arre. chron. by date of warrant,
No indexs Hdw. on ptd. forme 7 bdlse, 1909-32, town vae., Berlin Free
Public Libey 4 bdlse, 1932~-y rese. of Robert E. Taylore

For selectmen's record of warrants 1784--, see entry 5.

75+ (TREASURER!S WARRANTS), 1914-16, 1924-30, 2 volse
Monthly record of warrants authorizing payment of departmental expenditures,
Name of payee,s department charged; amount, purpose, of payment; date of
epprovale Arre. chron. by n No index. Hdw. 100 ppe 14 x 8% x 3
and 150 ppe 8% x 7 x 4. Se ‘e, town offioers' TIey

T
For selectmen's recor see entry

olle

Sinee 1890, an auditor has been elected annually by the town m
Prior to that timey the town books were examined by special auditing
committees or by seleotmene

The auditor keeps no records.

VIII. FINANCE COMUITTEES

In accordance with the vote of the town meeting held February L,
192l, a committee of three nemed by the moderator uubmitt d six names to
be approved by Tde town as a finance committees* At its st meeting,
the committee, having "had no instructions from the town as to its
duties" drew up a set of bylaws to govern its action. As defined in
these bylaws, the duties of the committee consisted in recommending to
the voters action on all articles in town warrant concerning the

1. For the statutory origin and duties of this office, see City

and Town Government in Massachusetts.
o Town Recerds, fourth vol., 1878-1905, p. 213, see entry
Annual Report, 1939, p. li, see entry 2.

For the statutory origin and duties of this office, see
ana Town Government in Massachusetis. ‘

Annual Rnporbs, 1924, Pe 32, See entry 2.

Ibid.




rinance Committee

yropriation gnd expenditure of money.l
electmene

The following year, on recommendation of the mmittee, the town
ting voted that the members be appointed by " ator, two for
two for two years, end two for
ar thereafter until 1933 two were

the town meeting held February wa
ccept the recommendations of the committee > i members be chosen
by e nominating committee consisting of ¢ oderaucr, thc chairmng of
the selectmens and the chairman of the ] us ance e o
This method of appointment is still
In addition to the following re i, see entry 39-x record
transfer of funds, by fi

(MINUTES OF 1
on and decisions on trahuf r of
appropriations, articles relating
» warrants; date of meetin
Arr. chron. by date of meetings
volss 85 ppe 11 x 6 x 3/Le Se

This office was established in 1890
consisted of three trustees eleoted,

8

terms. At the end of 1938 they had

totaling more than $ 20,000 and ;roducl
for support of ]
the care of certa

Ibiidey Ds 336

3. Town Records, sixth voles 1921=35,

L. Annual Reports, 1926y pe 31; 1932y Po

555¢ ThAG, L1088 % De AT«

6. Ibides 19394 LA

7« For the statutory origin and duties of this office, see
City and TOwn GovvrnAbnu &n Massachusetts.

8¢ Town Records, s h voley, 1921-=55,
volsy 1936-41l, pe LB, see “1try 13

9. Annual Repor u, 1939, DPP» L1=1t3

ppe 216, 236;




Trusteas of Trust Funde

77« (RECORD OF FUNDS PLACED IN TRUST FOR TOWN), 1817-- 1 vol,
System estabe 1817
Name, amount, purpose, conditions, date of fund; amount, accounting date
of expenditure; balance. alphe by name of fund. No index. Hdw, 175 pp.
11 x 9 x 3/44¢ Rese of Robert E. Taylor (treas.), Central St,

X. SCHOOL COMMITY

At the time that Berlin was inecorporated, the sohool committee ocon-
sisted of four persons, one from each quarter of the town, elected for a
one-year term. This was the system in vogue until 1827, when two s hool
committees were eleoted: an uxamluin;" comnittee "ive, and a "provid-
ing" or prudential committee_of four. After 1834 nothing more is heard
of the prudential committes,? but from 1828 through 1857, the "inspecting'
or "superintending" school committee was elected annuelly, Its members
varied in number from three to five through 1839, probably in ascordance
with the number of school distriots in the towny but after that, it was
restricted to three eleoted annually.* With the extinotion of the distriot
system in leu,J the school committee as known today came into being.
Three have been elected for three-year terms, one new member ﬁénuall
the present time, with the exe ion of a few scattered yearse

Berlin haes no high school, but since 1894 has paid the tuition oosts
of Berlin children attending high school in other townse

In 1890 it was voted that Berlin form a union in ocnjunction with one
or more neighboring towns to_hire a superintendent of schools, and $125 was
eppropriated for his selary. During the same year, such a union was formed
with the towns of Southborough, Northborough, end U,rpwoburvo9 The super-
intendent has been elected in this fashion te the present time.

1

l, For the s*arutovv origin 1 end duties of this office, see City and
Town Government in Massac sbtngg

2. Town Records, Ilr“t voley 1784-1831, p. 386, see entry 13,

3« Ibide, seoond vol.s 183/1=565 ps 5Hla

Le Ibidey first vols, 78 33 Ppe 402, L49; second VOl ., 1834=-56
ppe 1424 154; third vole, lobb—??; et D6

5a Ibldn

6o Ibidey Pe 47; Annual Report, 1939 pe lhy see entry 2.

Ts Ibidey 1893, P 53¢

8, Town Recordss fourth vol., 1878-1905, p. 217, see entry 13

9, Records of School Committee Meetings, first voJ.. 1858-1926,
meeting of Apr. 8, 1890, see entry T8 o




School Committee

The first truant officer was appointed
The following year, and for ten years
two truant officers, but since 1891 the
appointments. Since about 1913, in accord
officer known as an attendance officer ha
school committee «’

In addition, the school committee
school nurse (in conjunction with t

tecacnerse

78+ RECOKDS (School Committ®
sion and decisions regarding
teachers, approval of bills
chrone by date of m i
1858-1926, bsmte

off « of Percy Ra

estabe
1ssion and de
district school agents,
ildings, date of meetinge.
liese Arre. chrone. by date
7 x 3/lle Town vaey Berlin Free P

Exocept w ¢ therwise noted,

o Al

Center School.

1837-60., 1 bdl.

labor: Itemization cost,

rnature of district seoretarye.

iecisions relative election of school

es in tovm-meeting warrants.

Berlin

and other
obvious arr. No index.
Public Libe.

l. Town Records, fourth wvol P O, see e
2e Ibidey pe 215; Records c hool Committee
voley, 1858-1926, meeting Mar. 9 see entry 78.

1 Report,




School Committee = Center

Grammar School

ACHUSET1S SCHOOL REGISTER, 1903--« 37 volse (dated).
stabe 1903,

Record of enrollmbnt and attendance: Name, age, grade number of pupil;

-

number of pupils enrolled; }ercentage of daily atvendance; net avera
membershipy name of parent or guardiane Arre nume. by grade noe and tl
under alphe by name of pupile No indexe Hdwe on ptde forme 75 pPp.
111 x 3. Deske

82, OFFIE (Pupils® Registration) RECORDS, 191°
estab. 1913.
Name, present and prior addresses oupils; place f births

address (if transferred), ag b time iischarge; name of schooly gra

4
ae

of last attendence; scholarship, atfendance, conduc: health record; date

of vaccination, admission, discharge; ye¢ of graduation class; na
occupation of rent or guardian; remark Arrs phe by name

No index. Hdw,. ptd. form. ©6 2 39 Deskoe

83« RICURD OF CENTER

scholastic record:
znee recorde. Arr.
No index. Hdwe

8l  (BURILS!?
destroyed.

! a.ddress, sSeXy, g
ature, date of diseuse
ssults thersofy, medi

plecss, datss of bir
tion, remarkse. Arre. alphe
08 x 13 Closeibe

Except wh
Schooly Crosby Roads

gs) - CLERK'S
. 1835, discont. 1869.

school supplies, repairss

jations to parents; date
Hdw. 250 ppe

indeXe

vols. (dated).

ile« No indeXe.




School Committee = South School

87. (PUPILS' REGIS
For desceription, see ‘
Hiwe on ptd. form.

SOUTH SCHOOL - BEZRLII
BOCK, 1914-29.
For description, see entry 83. Arr. chron. by month and
lphe by name of pupil. No index., Hdw. under ptde head,
x 8% x 2+ Closet.

b Poly i : :
Vg I (Monthly Scholastic) R

89. (ANNUAL R D OF ME&TRCPULITAN ACHE MENT TZSTS), 1934--.
2 bdlse

agey grade number of pupil; name of subject tested, score earned,

ade equivalent, name of teacher, date of test. Arr. chren. by year,
thereunder nume by grade noe., and thersunder alph, by name of pupil.
No indexe Hdwe on ptde forme 8 x 6 x 2. Desk.
90e (CLASS PROGRES! TS IN [ Hii ( 11931 =336 “ltshdit,
Gradey period covered, ) ings indicati
of charts No obvious
8 x 5ExIgN Glosete

progress of
Hand-drawn on ptde.

School

ept where otherv noted, all records are in the desk, class-
roomy, west School, Larkin Road.

1 bdl,
promotion or failure,
promoted, ure of teacher. No obvious
ptde forme 5 2 Closete.
9z
Contains:
ls Discharge cards: Name ate of birth, grade number
of pupil; date of last attendance, transfer; name, occupa-
tion of fatner; signature ] principal,
iie Transfer card f i : Name, addrsss,
number of pupil; record health, scholarshi
number of days ttendance ; date of last

transfer; names parentsy, signature of teachere.
Discharges arre. chrone by date o ischarge; transfers, arr., chron. by
date of transfer. No indexe Hdwe. on ptde forme 5 X L X 2. Deske

93+« RICORDS OF WEST SCHOOL DISTRICT (Meetings), BERLIN, 1863-
69« 1 vole
For description see entry 85. Arre chron. by date of meetinge No
indexs Hdwe. . 250 ppe 11 x 8% x 1.




(94=101)

9Lie MASSACHUSETTS
alphe by name of pupile
X %e 17 volsey, 1919-3
1934~-37¢ desk, claBsrooms

see entr

96, (MONTHLY SCHOLAST]
For desceription, see entry 8°
indeXa

by me of 9) No

9?" (_‘.\"
For descriptiong ¢
noey and thersunder
() or (&me i

Except where otherwise noted,
Scl

hooly, Gates

For description,

grade noey and thereunde
ptde forme 75 Dpe 12 X
3 vole.y, 1913, desk,

For descrij
Hdw. on
100, (MONTHLY
1924,
For description, see
under ptd. head.
101. (ANNUAL
5 bdlse.

CORD

Syst

For description, see entry 89.
grade noey and thereunder alphs by nams
Closeto.

Siae 5 p

ptde forme

SCHUOL RE
For description, see entry 8le. Teia
No index.

SCHOLAST ]

IC tD 921 2 vols.

entry O

School Committee = W
School

VOolsSe
noe. and thersunder
75 ppe 2 X 118

School; L volse,

dhidoYakike

RZICORD), 193¢
Arr. cl
Hdw .
LIUVAN ACHIE
Arro., chrone. by

el

name o1

ast

in the classroom,

Pond Road.

1909--o- 31 vols.

-
8le Arre. chron. by year, thereunder nume. by

Hdwe. on
ocloset;

phe by name of pupile No irdexXe
%+ 30 volse, 1909-12, 191l=~-,
Center Grammar School.

Lo bhdilse

Qrrad-a
vysStenm

pupil.s No index.

System estabe

Yo rr. chron. by monthe No index. Hdw.

150 ppe 104 x

thereunder num. by
Hdw. on

Arr, chron. by year,
of pupil. No index.




School Committee ~ East School (102-10L)

102 (CLASS ESS CHARTS IN ARITHMETIC ), 1951-32. 1 bdl.
For description, see entry 90, Arr. chrone by date of chart. No
index. Hand=drawn on ptd. graphe 8 x 5 x 1.

-/

Closet.

North School

103. MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL REGIS STERy
Missing: 1934-36. System esta
closed 1936,

cription, see entry 8l. Arr. chron. by year, thereunder num.

and thereunder alphe. by name of pupile. No index. Hdw.

o (dated).

1917-3;
b, 1917; N

= 3 5 7 :
75 pp. 12 x 114 x 4. Desk, class room, Centsr School.

The town meeting of 1890 voted Berlin

employment of a

school superintenden
Southhoros Northboro, and ShruWSWury. and
T £ 3 Ll
His term of office is t} :

o It ds

e relative to administration of office, sohool curricula
financial and other reports. Arr. bv CDIOU’ by date of ocorrespondence.
No index. Typed. 1% x 10% x 154. Town offiocers' rme., T.H.

10Lke EDUCATION (Correspondence ), 1935
Carrespondeno:

XII. SCHOUL PHYSICIANY

The school comnittee has appointed a school physician annually
since 1907~

The physician

l. For statutory origin and duties of

Town Government in Messachuse

2. Town Records, fourth

3« Records of School Committee
ar

Pe 35y see entry 78.
@o Ibld.> second vole, 1927-hly p. U,

5« Records of School Comnittee Meetings, first vol.,
Pe 92y see entry 78; Annual Report, 1939, ps 77, sSee entry 2.




XIII. ATTENDANCE OFFICERY

From 1880 through 1890 the selectmen appointed truant officers ...
annually, one the first ysar and two the ensuing years. Since 1891 the
school committee has appointed one truant officer or attendance officer
ennually. The change in title occurred in 1927.”

This officer keeps no records.

XIV. CENSUS ENUMERATOR!

Since 1902 a census enumerator has been appointed annually by the
school committees His duty consists of tﬁking a census of children that
will be of school age the following yeare

This officer keeps no records.

From 1891, when the first library trustees were elected in Berlin,
through 1901, this office was composed of three men eleoted for three-
year terms . Since 1902 it has consisted of six members, two elected
each year for three-year terms &

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the librarian's
officey Berlin Free Public Library.

105, (MINUTES OF MEETINGS)y 1925--e4 2 vOlse
Discussion and decisions regarding accession and circulation of books,
disposition of trust funds, approvel of bills, maintenance of building;

1. For the statutory oriiin and duties of this office, see City
and Town Government in Massachusetits.

2. Town Records, fourth vols, 1878-1905, pp. LO, 215, see entry 13.

3. Records of School Committece Meetings, first vols, 1858-1926,
second vol., 1927-4l, p. 83, see entry 78; Annual Report, 1939, P. TT

see entry 2.

L. Records of School Committee Meetings, first vol., 1858-1926, P 52

second voley 1927-41, p. 24, see entry 78.
5. Town Records, fourth vols, 1878-1905; pe 2
6. Ibide, DPe 421; seventh volaes 1936-41, D 4

7s see entry 13.

”
2
o)

-




m

Library Trustees

(RECE
d of reoceip

o

oL

1PTo
o

LS

a

ly rece

2!

income ; total month

11
u

books acquired gh purchase

~

; date ofl

publi 3
accession. Arr., chron. by date

10}

108« (DAILY CII
book, i

CNrone

circulat

lowest
select
of

the

overseers

of’

of'

were elected as

overser
Finally
n elected,

The board of lic welfare

T

indeX,. Hdw .

Ve)es Croshy Rd

Sy

10. duties

For the statutory origin ar
vernment in Mas
Town Reeords,

k-
Go

. 178li-1831,

2
Ibidesy pPpe 200, 221, /13
_I_E'l},,(l';i finsEav.olls 1’/8”L"J.Sjlg P

vol ey, 1906-20, p. 290.

Tbid «y sixth vol.s, 1921-35,

510;

')

o1

P

second vole 1834-56,

>

fourth voles




(110-113) Board of Public Welfare

4 : 1 : ;
old age assistance since 1932, and is also in charge of aid to dependent
children.”

Since 1925 Berlin has becn a member of the Charlton Home Farm Associa-
tion, contributing annually to its supporte.

Except where otherwise noted, all records are in the selectmen's saf
town officerst! rooms, Town Hall,

110. PAUPER REGISTER, 186L4--. U4 vols. System estab. 1864. Title
varies: Register of Persons Supgorted by the Tewn of Berlin,
1864-93, 1 vol.; Record of Persons Aided by the Overseers of
Poor, Town of Berlin, 1894-1911, 1 vol.
histories of aid recipients: Name, age, seX, settlement status,
mperance habits, employability of recipient; place, date of birth;
physical, mental condition; cause, date of death; place of support, hos-
pitalization (if any); birthplaces of parents; date aid granted, ceased;
disposition of case; number, date of registration. Arr. chron. by date
of registration. 1 vole, 1894-1911, indexed alph. by name of recipient;
3 vols., 1864-93, 1912--, no index. Hdw, under ptd. head. 200 pp. 15
X 14 x ¢ and 500 ppe 13 x 10 x 2. 1 vole, 1864-93, town va., Berlin
Free Public Libe; 3 vOlsey 189L4--, seles safee.

111. (RECORD OF AID RENDERED), 1933--« 1 fedey, 1 vole System
estabe 1933,
Name, eaddress, settlement status of recipient; amount, type, date of aid;
toval montily aid grantede Arre. alph. by name of recipient. No index.
Hdwe on ptd. forme Fed. 13 x 104 x 15}; vole 100 ppe 12 x 9% x 1,

I12. JOURNAL (Orders), 1820-26, 1860-191ie 2 vols. Title varies:
The Book for Recording Urders Kept by the Selectmen, 1820-26,
Record of commodity orders given to welfare recipients: Name, address of
recipient; purpose, amount, date of order. Arr. chron. by date of order.
No index., Hdw. 250 ppes 13 x 84 x 13 1 vol., 1820-26, town va., Berlin
Free Public Libe; 1 vole, 1860-191lk, sel. safe.

113. (Miscellaneous) WELFARE (Records), 1830-4

1928~~~ 6 6NVUS ., ebile r sl gl d vatadlisy
6 envs., 2 let:er

TIpwn Records, sixth vol., 1921-35, p. 372, seec entry 13.
[s%e]

Annual Report, 1938, p. 38, see entry 2.
D T / - ~f — 3¢

e Town Records, sixth vol., 19521-35, pe. 12}, see entry 13;
Annual Report, 1938, p. 39, see entry 2.




Board of Public Welfare

yontalns:
i. Authorizations by state departn

payments to aid recipients, 19
number of recipient; amount,
mendationse

Bills from state lunatic hospital for board g
1830, 1838, 1875, 1835; from hospitals for medical aig
rendered aid recipients, 1928=~-; a1 to state department of
public welfare (copies) for temporary aid granted, 192

Claims from outside municipalities for aid rendered persons
having legal settlement in Berlin, 1928--: Name, =
settlement status of gid recipient; num
for aid, amount of gid granted, sig ture

-

bound out,
si;

returns
Cost of

charity
amouz

rendered to reeip
Arra. by subjeet and thercunder 1 lse by date of record,
1, iii-vi, typed on ptd. form; ii, hdwe.; vii, hdw. on
0x 12 x 4; letter fils
830-40, 1875, 1877,
1928-30, 1935--, town offi

ERA, ‘;;-VA, P"\, CCCy
Tthe following papers
Applications for CCC en :nt: Name, address, age,
history of applicant; si; selecting agent.
Applications (WPA form 55), 1¢ : s occupation
) s Dl date of birth; stat t of property owner-
ship; nemes, ages of dependen late application, signa-
ture of WPA coordinator.,
Certification of elegihility (WPA form 7104), 1935-~:
age, for employment of applicant; place, date of
names, ages of dependents; date of certifioation,
of wPA coordinator.,
Arre chron, by date of application or certificate. No index. Hdw.
Ptd. form. 11 x 103 x 154, Town officers' rme, T.H.




Board of Public Welfare

CHILDREN
the following c pers:
blications for aid: Nan agesy health ¢ social histories
of mother and children; ¢ > of applicatione
ildren's birth certificates (copies): N
ate of birth of child;

114
Vill

na

physician; place, dat
> of certificates

placss of > -

Correspondence of' aid to dependent
ren advisi

jonthly statistical

. l:

bublic welfare :
number of children under 16 yeal 1 I
g id ; total number of child fami s ailded;

{ 3T f > por ignature

1

recelivi

Seocurity

licant,

sk

Rendered), 1931--.

(Record of) OLL 35 ASSI NCE
f date of aid. Arr. alph. by nas

recipient; amount,




XVII. AGENT FCOR BOARD OF HEALTHI

The selectmen have always handled me
health in Berline Their duties were

1898. Since 1937, however, the

sociated boards of health, which
Berlin.” The Nashoba health

y for the services of

pay for the

Berlin
hoba uni

Arr. ohron. by

Since 1937, the tow ' Berlin has beer

ociated boards of health, ap.ropriating a

1

o

pport of the organizations.’ As

For the
Government o

Sy 1898, ch.

n Recordsy
Annuel Report, 19
Inid., pp. L3-47.
Town Records, seventi
Annual Report, 193

v Dial/lle

Town Records, seventh




Next entry p. 69

in town, during which' time she

vaccinating and visit-
visits in order
esults of

ining,

school physician in
makes home

of children of school age.
asons for absence fr

oy

to explain the r
rection of remedial defects.

and discusses special problems
heria

Tre

©t regular intervals,

a
In addition she conduets olinics for dipht

immunization and tuberculosis diagnosis, and renders maternity service.

no recordse.

ector of

aninafm.,LL
animals and
dogs e

ins

19%5 the selectmen have appointe r ghter-
ing annuallye From 1916 to 1921 the officer was called i SD tor of
but there was no changs

Since

meats,

Ibides 1938, ppe. 102-103.
For stat duties
in Massach

£
Iou

see
Reports, 1939s pe
ecords, fifth vol .,

(o]
L3




XXI. BOARD OF HEALTH TO ISSUE BURIAL PsRuITZSt

Although the selectmen have relinquished mo igin r powers
and duties pertaining to health to the Nashoba associ board“ of
health, they appointed in 1938 an_agent to 1
The appointment is made annuallye

119, (STUBS CF BURIAL .
System estab. 1937.
place of interment of deceased person;
mber, date of permit; name of
by permit no. No index. We ON ;td. forms
Off « of Harris G. Field (town cl.,. #alnut

Prior to the establishment of
mmittees, at the pleasure of the
ining to the cemstery. From 1881
n were elected annually.u
ree=year terms, one new member taking

Q

Q

ct

120. RECORDS PSRTAININ
(Pleasant Ste) vdﬁ

1860.

of lot owner, lot number, number of graves in lot; name,

of death of person interred. Arr. nume. by lot no. Ko index.

200 ppe 11 x 10 X 1o Res. of Waldo Wheeler (secy.),
L2l RECOR Y TRI ; \C COUNT'S), 1892~
>, date of ostahllun\ent | ; amount of principal, e

interest; names of donor and payees; amount, date of exX]
Arr. by name of payee and thereunder chron. by date of expe

No index. .100 ppe 8 X 5 x 1o Res. of Rober B« Taylor (tow

Central Ste

Summer Rde.

2 vols.

annual

n trea

les For the statutory origin and duties

and Town Government:-in Massaghusetts.
2e Annual Reporty. 1938s.pe 4y seg entry 2.
Sle i Ibiid ey 19895 Dl lie
L+ Town Recordsy fourth voles 1878-1905¢ Ppe 47
5

e Ibidey pe.42%; Annual.Reports, 1959, DPe L,




XXIII. BURIAL AGENTL

The position of burial agent is of recent origi the first such
. 2 .
officer having been appointed by Lm@ electmen 931.< Appointment

has been made annually since that Ne o

Seven highway
the town of BerlL_ was in porated, and were elected annual
in numbers varying from seve 5 4 neel B title of
was changed to commissioner of b 1 the nu
to five, o1 from each distriote?
887, with the exception of the
8 1900 three co
for thra~ terms .© In 1901 the town T d to eliminate e office
missioner roads and allowed e selectmen © point a superintenden
The following year, nROYovel nd 1922, a hig \
elected annually to manage tl Yo > Since 1923 he
by a superintendent treets pointed annually by

1 a

where otherwi ted, all cords are in the residence
Howe D Pleasant

T

worked each day; total hours f weeky, mont Arr. chron.
index. Hdw. on ptde forme

si

seventh vol.,
Records, first
Jtay Ghird i voilies
3753 fou

pp. L0O0-103.

7029
15357




Superintendent of Streets (123-125)

2
=

123, (WARRANTS AUTHORIZING PAYMENTS), 1936==. I bdls, Prior
records destroyed.
Copies of orders to pay for road work, mashinery, repairs Name of
payeey, department charged; amount, purpose, date of ex;endlture, total
expenditures, date of warrante Arre chron. by date of warrant. No
index. Hdw, on ptde. forme. 13 x 10 x 13.

124, (RECORD OF HIGHWAY LABORERS' PAY ROLL), 1911-13. I vols.
Name of leborer, number of hours worked, rate of pay; total weekly
hoursy emount of pay; date of payments; signature af laborer. Arr.
alphs by neme of laborer. No index. Hdwe 150 Ppe 82 X 7 X 2.

125. (COUNTY HIGHWAY MAPS), 1927, 1930, 1933, 1937+ 9 maps
ingineering meps showing relocations and alterations of county high-~
ways in Berlin, Draftsmen, L.O.Marsden. Place of publication,
publisher unknowne Blueprint. 1":40', L8 x 24, Bsmt. safe,

Berlin Free Public Lib,

In 1909 the selectmen appointed an agemt for the suppression
of gypsy and browntail motl In 1913 this officer became known as
moth superintendent.3 Since 1916 it has been the custom to appoint
as moth superintendent the person who is elected tree warden at the
anfual town meeting; but technically he is always appointed annually
by the selectmen.l

The superintendent keeps no records.
XXVI. CONSTABIE®
Sinoe the time of Berlin's incorporation as a town, one constable

has been eleoted ennually. 5 Since 1922 he has been appointed by the
selectmen as chief of police

l, For the statutory origin and duties of this offlce, sees Jity
and Town Government in Massachusettse

2e JAnnual Report, 1909, pe 265 see entry 2.

Bis. . EORGays 1910 rpendlle

L, Ibide, 1916, ppe 28, 29; Town Records, fifth vole, 1906=20,
Pe 315, see entry 13.

5 Town Records, first vols, 1784-1831ly; pe 200y see entry 13;
dnnual Report, 1939, Pe 3s See entry 2.

6« Ibide, 1922, PPe LUs 93 1939y PPe 39 Lo




Constable

The constable keeps no records.

XXVII. ROLIC

> tment in Berlin was not formally organized until
TOLWE X 2
1922, when the tmen appointed a chief of police.~ From that year
until the present the selectmen have pointed as chief the man elected

s 5 . 2
constable at the town meeting.o

The town has no regular police, but special polices varying in
number according to the need for them, are appointed anhuallv by the
selectmen, and are under the supervision of the nlulo

1266 (DAILY RECORD OF DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES), 1933--e 1 vol.
Record of arrests, complaints, investigations, accidents, showing names
of parties involved, facts of case, date of entry. Arr. chron. by day.
No indexe Hdw. 365 ppe 103 x 8 x 1e Rese of Clyde E. Rogers (chief),
West St

XXVIII.

office did not come >X1ste until 1933, when a dog office
'Olnbeﬂ by the selectmen. ;jointmanu has been made annually

DOGSy; 1935-~e 2 bdlse
reports to selectmen on dispos: f vicious dogs; showing breed,
description of dog; date of caj ¢ fineme: killing of dog;
period of confinement; cost of T cody ; signature of dog
date of reporte. Includes dog officer's correspondence, Arr.
bf date of report. No index. Huw, on ptde forme 11 x 8 x In
town officers® rmey TeHe

For the statutory origin and duties of this office, see City
Government in Massachusetts.

Town Recordu. sixth voles 1921-35; ps» 28, see entry 1l3.
Ibides Annual Report, 1939y D u, see entry 2.

fbiide s 19225 me s 9% oMl 959, gq L passime

Town Recordss sixth vola, 192 5. De e LU, see entry 13.

Annual Reports 1939: pe Ly see entry 2.




(128-130)

XXIX. FIRE ENGINEERSL

Under the provisions of an act passed in 1920.4
appointed a chief of the fire department annually fr
1927 3 Since 1928 the selectmen have appointed thre
annually, one of whom they designate as chief engine

RECORDS (of Engineers' Minutes of Meetings), 1928-~. 1 vol.
n and decisions on methods of fighting fires, reports of
n of alarm system, purchase of apparatus, appointment of
penslonsy, recommendations, date neeting Arr. chron. by

No indexo H&” Res. of

) (RECORD OF FIRES)y 1930--+. 1 fe bo System estab. 1930,
amey address of property owner; location, cause, date, time of fire;
asmount of damage . re chrone by date of fire., No index. Hdw. on

ptde forme 7% X 93 X 12 Rese. of Clifford He Wheeler (chief enge),
Sawyer Hill Rde.

.5

Since 1900 the town meeting has elected a tree warden annually

130 ACCOUNT BOOKe 192L--e 1 vole
Record of expenditures for materials and labor for extermination
lCuHS and for cutting trees: Name of payee; amount, accounting, date
"w,ndlturec Arr. chrone. by date of expenditure. No index. Hdw.
7 x 3. Res. of ialter Je Allen (warden), Linden St.

of

See

l. For the statutory origin and duties of this office,

Y and Town Government in Massachusettse.
e Acts, 1920, che 591, sece. 27.
3. Town Records, sixth vole, 1921-35, ppe. 189-190, see entry 1Z.
Le TIbides sixth voles 1921=35, pe 201; Annual ﬁebort. 1939,
Pe 5y Sce entry 2.
5e Town Records, fourth vols., 1878-1905s pe 383;
1936=41, pe 4By see entry 13

seventh voles




7%
(151-133

XXXI. FOREST WARDEN*

One fire warden was elected annually from the time of the town's
incorporation in 1812 through 1881l. In 1882 the office became appointive .2
In 1887 the number of "forest fire wards" was increased to three,” and in
1907 their title was changed to "forest wardens."4 Since 1916 the select-
men have appointed a forest warden annually, who is also designated as
chief engineer of the fire department

13L. (EXPENDITURES), 1913-1le 3 volse
Record of expenditures for fighting forest fires: ~Name of payee; looa-
tion, date of work; amount of monthly entries, yearly total, signature
of payee. Arr. alph. by name of payee. No index. Hdw. 84 ppe 7 X 4 x
£. Sel. safe, town officers' rme, THe.

<

XXIT.

A sealer of weights and measures was elected annually from 1787
through 191k. Since 1915 he has been appointed annually by the select-
men e

132. SEAIER'S RECORDy 1930==. 1 vols System estabe. 1930
Record of inspection of weighing and measuring devices: Name of owner,
type of device; resultss date of inspections Arre chrone. by date of
inspection. No index. Hdw. 85 ppe 22 x 113 X 3e Rese of Herman L.
Sawyer (sealer), Linden St

133, CERTIFICATES OF PERMITS (for Weighing Devices)y 191ll-=s
6 bdlse
Neme of owner, type of device; results, date of inspection; date of permit.
Arr. chrons. by date of inspection. No index. Hdwe. on ptd. forme 10 X 3 x
5e Sel. safe, town officers' rmey TeHe

l. For the statutory origin and duties of this office, see City
and Town Government in Massachusetts.
2. Town Records, first voley 1784=1831, pe 200; fourth vole, 1878-
1905, p. 63, see entry 13.
o Ibides pe 149
to Acts, 1907, che L475¢ secse. 1=8e
. Town Records, fifth vole, 1906=20, pe 351; sixth vole, 1921-35s
ppe 189-~190; see entry 13; Annual Report, 1939, pe 4y see entry 2.
. Town Reocords, first vole, 178L-1931, pe L41; fifth volss 1906-20s
Pe 298y see entry 13,
7o Ibidesy pe 298; Annual Reports; 1939, Pe Ly see entry 2.




Next

From_ 1375 through 191l, three public weighe
nually.© In 1915 the office became appointiv
seleotmen have chosen from threes to ei
1939 the number of appointees wes two.

no recorase.

XXXIV. MEASURERS OF WOOD AND BARK

These officers have heen variously called measure woofly
of wood and bark, and measurers of wood snd < The
measurer of wood was »lected in 1817. and from ‘u to four
were elected a“hdcll/ v
a period m 1820 throu
he selectmen.’
measurers of wood and hark annua
then four, and 1939, when five

fro
+
C.

appointed by

£

NnOo Irecocorase

At a distriot meeting in 1801,
One or two field drivers were elected ann
sinee that time the selectmen have appointed

Town Government in Massachusetts
Town Records, third vol., 1856- pe 387; fifth vol., 1906-
266, see entry 13.
St Thid Sy =ne 1298 nual Report, 1920, pe 10 to 1938, p. 5
Dassim, see entry 2.
I Pbiide, 19595 Dy 5e
5. Town Records, first wvola., 1784-1831, pPpe 247 } second
Voley 1834-56, pe 50; £ifth vole, 1906=20, Ds 298, see P g
6. Ibides, seventh vole, 1936-41s p. 51; Annual Report l93b.
Pe l; 1939, pe L4s ses entry 2.
Te Town Record‘, : voley 1784-1831, p. 132, see entry 13.
8s 'Ibides Dpe 165, 171, 40Ll; second vole, 183/-56, p. 142;
fifth vol., 1906-20, pe 298; seventi vol., 1936-41, pa 5l.




The field drivers keep no recordse

nce viewer lected at
o
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Comnittee for Town History

from 1895 to the present.l This history is now being written by the
writers' project, but the committee is continuing in office until
the work is finishede

The committee keeps no records.




PART C. DEFUNCT OFFICES

XXXIX. SURVEYORS OF LUMBERl

At the first district meeting held in 178l4, one surveyor of boards
and shingles was elected.® One was elected annually thereafter until
18,0, when the office was called surveyor of lumber, and from 1840 to
1915, when the office was abolished, from two to four were elected
annually.”

No records have been found for this office.

XL. ¥ suEVES

This office was created in district days, in 178l, when two hog
reeves were elected for a one-year term. Thereafter, from two to nine
officers were electsd snnually, through 183l, after which the office
went out of existence

No records have been found for this officee

XLL. TITHINGMENI

From the incorporgtion of the district through 1831 two tithingmen
were elected annually. In 1832 the town voted to dispense with these
officers, but the following year, and continuing through 1841, four
were elected annually, with the exoeption of 1836, when three were

l. For the statutory origin and duties of this office, see City
and Town Government in Massachusetts.

2. Town Records, first vols, 1784-1831, pe U4, ggeg entry 13.

3. Ihid., seocond vola, 1834=56, pe 154 to fifth voles 1906~20y P.
298 passim.
)i;- Ibide.y first VOl ey 178LL-1831' Pe 1."
5« Ibide, second voles 1834-56, Pe 39.

6. Ibidey first vole, 1784~1831ls pe L.




clected.l The town records are silent concerning this office after 1841.

No records have been found for this office.

XLII. CULLER OF HOOFS

The first culler of hoops and staw
district meeting in (8b, One
with the exception of 1818 and ‘Jl” w1

m

z : I
and lumber" were elected. The office

No records have been found for this offices

This office began witl } incorporation of the district and

endured through 1914, with one sealer being eleoted annually.5

No records have been found for this office.

XLIV. POUND KEEPER?

Ine first pound keeper wa d in 1797, in the distriot period.®
ected annually therea ugh 1914. 7 From 1915 through

he va.s appointed b' the s¢ ne annually. but the office

; 8

,Ler~af‘e1 became defunct.®

No records have heen found for this office.

Ibide, second vole, 18 3l=56, Dpe 3y 26 78'e
For the statutory origin and duties his office, see City
n Government in Massachusetts

Town Records, il?"' 1784-1831, P« Ly seec entry 13.
Pe 256, 265 to fifth vole, 1906-20, pe. 201.
first voles 1784-1831, pe L; fifth vole, 1906-20, Pe 201.
first vole, 1784-1831, De 21s
De il LnEERthEvoilisy 1906~28, P. 298.
Pe [LQO




This is the only mention in the town records

thls

No records have been found flor this office.

1
XLVI. COMiiISSIONER OF PUBLIC BUILD INGS

From 1866 through 1870 a commni
elected annuallye.~ For a i
attended to the i

The following

1783, chapter L7" i } tate Archives, State House, Bostone

in a folder labeled "Acts
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Octe 235 1781,
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1
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BT 0
Febae 11,
At a legal meeting

v

of Bolton, October 23

l. For the statutory ori
and Town Government in Massachi

office, see City

_I_P_;Lie, second Vol
Town Records, third vol .,
Ibid., p. 352.

Ibida, fourth vols.,
Ibid., ppe 93, 115.
Tbidey ps L58.

31l, see entry 13.
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1781, it was voted to set off and incorporate the South Parish in
Bolton as a separate town on the following conditions: First, that
they pay their proportionable part of all such debts and contracts
that may be due when they shall be incorporated; that they shall take
their proportion of the poor who were being supported by said town at
that time, and if it so happened that any poor person or persons were
brought back to said town for maintenences they were to be supported
by that part of the town whereof they were inhabitants; second, that

y be entitled to one-third part of the town stock of arms and

wnition; third, that they choose a representative jointly with
said town. Signed by Nathaniel Longley, town clerke

ting of the inhabitants of the town of Bolton, February

Fairbanks, Nathaniel Longley and James Godd
committee to petition to the General Court ti
incorporated into a separate township. Hdw,

a legal meeting the inhabit : the town of
wary lb, 1782, by from the 7th of said
ff'ord, Joh
Silas Jewell, Jre., and Ebenezer iorster,
g, to them, according to their petition, ve
town, in order to be incorporated with the

town of Bolton, provided that they pay all their taxes to e}

usual until a new valuation be taken or until the General Court
ordered the amount of the estates aforesaid and the number of poll

ereon to be deducted from said town of Marlboro and added to said
arish in said town of Boltone Signed by #Winslow Brighamy town clerk.
Hdwie S peRi6 i 8ie

3s (PBTITION TU REMONSTRATE AGAINST THE BESTABLISHR
SOUTH PARISH IN THE TOJN QOF BOLTON AS A SEPARATE TUOWN OR
DISTRICT)y Febe. 25, 1782+ 2 sheets.
Several inhabitants of
remonstrate against
tovn as a separate town or
it took away the special privilege >n in the incorporation of
pari which allowed any person in either parish to return their names
month of Septembe he first or second parish and pay ministerial
to whichever paris r sent their names; second, the town
poorly attended, and that only 30 psrsons voted said parish
separate town; third, said petitioners felt that since said
consisted of about 60 dwelling it was too small to be
fourth, said petitioners felt that the
said parish would not wish to sacrifice said privilege
set off as a separate town; fifth, that if said court, ha
this remonstrance, still felt that said parish should be

as a separate town;
f

of




Arch ive 8

separate town, said privilege given to said town in the incorporation of
said parish be continuecd. (After this remonstrance had been drafted, theres
was another meeting to see if said town should choose a oommittee to present
said petition to said oourt; but only six or seven persons from the North
Parish attended the meeting.) Hdwe 3 pPpe Ty X 12}

Lo (PETITION FOR ABATEMENT OF TAXES)s Mare Ly 1782s 1 sheet.
William Sewyers Robert Barnard, Samuel Blood, Obijah Pollard,
Oliver Pollard, Simon Hemenway, Jonas Houghton, Srey Jonas Houghton, dJr.,
william Moorss Jonathan Moore, Samuel i:hitey and other inhabitants
of the First Parish in the town of Bolton who had returned their names
to the Second Parish in said town as being agreeable to the incorpora-
tion of said parish,; petitioned to the inhabitants of said Second Parish
that whereas they considered that having to pay for the settlement and

back salary of the Reverend Mra. Puffer as incompati i € and

justice and cont®ary to the true intent and meaning of
in said incorporation, the taxes, except t stipuldted proportion
- T 1 ) 1
year's salary, be abated. Hdw. Pe 63 x 83 33 ichit L7L)

5. (COPY OF VOTES TAKEN AT TOWN
THE TOWN OF BOLTON), Apre.

At a legal meeting of the inhabitant he town of Bolton, April 8,
1782, it was voted that the mmitte sn by said tovm to petition
to the General Court to set off the Sout . ris said Bolton as a
separate town, be requested by id pari to use their influence in
e¢ffecting the establishment eparate township; that said parish was
willing to receive those persons m the town of Marlboro voted off for
that purpose; that the name of said parish, when incorporated into a
separate town, be "Norage " T by Jonathan Meriam, parish oclerk,
Hwie BB EG -G8 LS

6+ (PETITION FOR INCORPORATION OF THE SOUTH PARISH IN THE TOWN
OF BOLTON AS A SEPARATE TOWN)y Apre 9s 1782¢ 1 sheet.

Petition to the General Court by James Goddard and Nathaniel Longleys,
committee in behalf of the town of Bolton, stating that whereas in the
year 1778 a part of said town was set off and incorporated into the South
Parish, but this arrangement having proved unsatisfactory because some of
the inhabitants were forced to travel eight miles to town meetings; and
since the inhabitants were permitted to attend public worship in either
parish upon the payment of their ministerial taxes for their polls and
estates where they attended, provided they returned their names to the

pten titioners

assessors of the chosen parish during the month of September, said pe
requested that since said privilege failed to serve the end which was then
proposed; since very dangerous consecquences Wwould result to both parishes
if the existing arrangement continued; sincé many inheabitants were ready to
join said parish if it were incorporated into a town; and since at a legal
meeting in said town on October 23, 1781, it was voted to set off said
parish as a separate town, said petition be granted acocording to the limits
of said parish and upon the conditions contained in the vote of said towne
HlWee % i spSe @ c M2 3
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9. (AN ACT OF G
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1783« 1 she

In House of Representatives, on the petition of the
South Parish in the town of Bolton, county of Worcesicr, likewise a
number of the inhabitants of ths town of Marlboro, unty of Middlesex,
requesting that they, together th their lands, be inocorporated

into a separate town, resolved that said ion be so far
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(9-1L) State Arohmives

granted that said petitioners have permission to submit a bill for the
purpose of setting off said parish into a town or district from said town

of Bolton as contained in a plan exhibited. Hdwe 1 Do 7+ x 10,

10. (BILL OF GENERAL COURT TO ESTABLISH TOWN OF NORTHBROCK),
June L, 1783. 2 sheets.
Bill establishing part of the towns of Bolton and Marlboro into a town by
the name of Northbrooke. In Senate, June l, 1783s bill was not passed, but
permission was given to submit & new bille. Hdwe U4 ppe 10 X 15.

1l. (MJMIOFGHEMLC@&TIEOMWMEMGSWHHPMQQI%“ME
TOWN CF BOLTON INTO THE TO/NSHIP OF BERLIN)y Octe. 17y 1783.
1 sheet.
An act incorporating the South Parish of the town of Bolton together with
David Taylor, Silas Carly, Job Spafford, and John Brigham, inhabitants of
Merlboro, with their estites, into a district town by the name of Berlin.
The bill was not passeds Hdwe 1 De 12 620

12 (COPY OF CERTIFICATE REC
PARISH OF THE TO#N OF BOLT
1 Sheet.

i ficate from Nathaniel Longley, olerk of the town of Bolton, statin

gley
legal meeting of the inhebitants of said town, it was voted that

S {S)

town was agreeable tha

3

the South Parish should be ineorporated as

t
Howier Liupeioh X 2%e

U

13 (PETITION OF CERT NHABITAN )F THE T04N OF MARLSORO T
THE GENERAL COURT FOR INCORPORATION AS A SEPARATE DISTRICT),
Mare 5y 178Le 1 s 15
Fetition of certain inhabitants of the town of Marlboro, stating that
Whereas the Senate did not consent to the incorporation of the South
Parish in the town of Bolton and a part of said town of Marlboro into
o separate town, said petitioners requested that in view of the possibility
of the eostablishment of a separate district, the General Court consent
to the incorporation of part of said town of Marlboro and of said parish
as & separate districte Hdwe 1 pe 8 X 8%e

1he (AN ACT OF THE GENERAL COURT INCORPORATING THE SOUTH PARISH

IN THE TOWN OF BOLTON AND A PART OF THE TOWN OF MARLBORO

INTO THE DISTRICT OF BERLIN)s Mare 16y 178Le 2 sheets.
An sct 4o incorporate the South Parish in the town of Bolton, together
with David Taylor, Silas Carly, Job Spaffords; and John Brigham, inhabit-
ants of the town of Marlboroy with their estates, into a district by the
name of Berlin, stating that whereas it appeared on representation to the
General Court that it would be productive of public good, and to the
benefit and satisfaction of the inhabitants and proprietors of said parish
in seid town of Bolton and to said inhabitants of said town of Marlboro
ghould they be incorporated into a separate district, and that all persons
immediately concerned were agreeable thereto, 1t was enaoted that the
lands deseribed and included within certain boundaries with the inhabitan
theresf be incorporated into said district of Berlin, said district being

ts
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the ©ommonwealthy, provided Alwcyu and
district be required to pay their proport
owned by said town of Bolton, exclusive of
formerly was part of said town of Marlbo
enacted that said d¢ trict y. its ATOPVmbloﬁ&L
of supporting the poor belon ing to said town
further enacted that said district Hava good rig
receive one equal Lhird partiofiiadil “p ic stock of arm d ammunition
which belonged to said town of Bolt 1 > the passing of this act;
and it was further enescted that said 4i ict may join with said town
Bolton in the choice : epre "v" who could be an inhsbitant
said dist ; 1t was further enacted that
inhabitants and proprietors the lan whi rmerly belonged to
Harf of said district which was i t Tow
ed to pay all taxes elreedy a
end it was further enscted
his warrant directed to some >
requiring him to notify all inhabitaz
wn effairs to assemble at such time and place a

all such officers as districts are required by

wes further enacted that said district be considered as belonging
county of Worcester, and the easterly boundaries thereof

the counties of Worcester and Middlesex., Passed I

COURT BY
PAYMENT
» Sept. 25,
town of Bolton by their committee, wi
n Houghton, and Samuel Blook, having show tw as a dllllca]t"
A arisen between said town and the district Berl 1id town
i vouched for the support of the poor by reason of t eXpense

disputes which might attend or follow such support, for although
act incorporating said district of Berlin reguired id district to
their proportionable part of said expense of said town previous

division, yet it did not exXpressly enjoin said distrioct to pay said

3

nse first mentioned; and although it was supposed to intend sail
Paymenty, said district refused *o pay or to contribute to its prop portion;
and wherees the method of COLHCllWL said payments was not mentiensd in
the act incorporating said alsrrlcu, said pctiuioners requested that said
General Court cons ider the matter and make such provisions which would
Sécure to said town said proportion of e enses. In Senate, February
1l, 1787y read and with Ne papers accompanying submitted to Stephen Choate
with such as the House of Representatives might join (choose) to hear
and report. In House of uvfreseabat1VeJ, ﬁcﬁruarv 14y 1787y read and
coneurred, and Mre Bickford and Mre Stebbins we j ined (chos Qn);
Fs bruary 19, 1787 referred to next SeSbLOI, P ies then to be heard.,
In Senate, October 31y 1787y read and with a] accompanying
committed to Elijah Dunbar with such as the of Representatives
might join (choose) to hear the parties and In House of
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State Archives (17-19)

district receive one-third of

the treasury of said town; end that Py all oblipat
held by its inhabitants, and also have ] efit of all town
ments committed to said constebles j iot 1

OF INHABITANTS

m

, T
Lune

gal meeting the inhabitants of
it wagsvoted that Ephraim Fairbanks,
onel Silas Bailey be a committee 'er N 8 I of
of Bolton regarding support of poor who had bee orted by
own, and that itl
n. Attested by
2 inhabitant f saic district, October
seid district receive and support th
in said district; that said district be
be incorporated; and that distrioct cl
Attested by John Teir

(COPY OF PETITI
BETWEEN TU#i OF
2521786
of' David Nurse,
town of Bolton, s that whereas
wn and the district of Berlin regardi
1pported. by said district by reason of i
hicl arisen f
ich district required Berlin to
: yorting the

rom said support, altho

A have

support
incorporation not provide f a method.
district to mak add g 16 sai titiloners
General Court to take into consideration and
such provision as may secure to sa such

I first mentioned or has or may necessarily

aloresaid, and give such ofher relief as may bring about €

¢titioners. In House of Representatives, October 5, 1786, with
rence to the petition of sald committee, ordered ti 1
so far granted that said petitioners
district with an atuested cop
court thercon to show cause at n
cranted. In Senate, October 5, 1
X 10k
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(20-25 State Archives
20. (ORDER UF GENEKAL COURT REGARDING SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTE
BETWEEN TO4N UF ﬁbh M AND DISTRICT OF deLIN). Octe 54

1%

86« 1 shest.

Representatives, October 5, 1786, on petition of David Nurse,

Simon Houghton, and Samuel Blood, commit t 3¢ in behalf of the town of

Boltons ordercd that the petition regarding said dispute be so far granted

that seid petitioners serve the clerk or selectmen of the district of
rlin with the order of seid court thereson, at least thirty dayu bbtox,

the third Wednesday of the next ting of saild court to show caus

aid petition should not be grun'ed. In Senatz, October 5, 1786,

o vei 1 pei8Ex5is

EnLIu COMMITTEE
SUMMARY OF T

Bt il Sipieanl:

At a legal meeting of the inhabivants of the district of Berlin, Janu
8, 1787, it was voted that Sauaei Baker, Lieutez Goddard,
phraim Fairbanks be a committh vr at the Court on
third Wednesday of the next sitting of said court : eti
a compittee on hehalf of ttown of Bolton; it was also voted that the
ma jor part of above-mentioned c ' '
said, and act on any matters regarding come. Signed by John Temple, distric
clerk. Obligations which held by the inhabitants of said district, March 16,
1786, more than the constables in said distriot had to pay to %
of said town, were T76:12.6:2, Berlin's proportion of the debts

of the assessments was 21 :3¢/4:3, for which said district was
interest for two years which mad; 22:l4+5:3, which sum was
in cash to the treasurer of said town, whioch amounLoa to :8,
the widow Margaret Piper and be childrens Hdw. Do A % 6

18.Y b

ommittee be authorized to answer as

22. (REPORT OF CONGRESSIONAL C QUMITTEE AFPPO IJTWD TO CONSIDER

PETITION TO SETTIE DISPUTE BETWEEN TOWN OF BOLTON AND

DISTRICT OF BERLIN)s Feb. 19y 1787 1 sheete.
Report of the Congressional committee to the General Court, stating
whereas the disputing parties desired that the settling of said disp
referred to the next session of said court for further consideration,
sejid petition and accompanying papers be referred accordingly. In Senates
FeQruary 19, 1787, read and concurred, Samuel Phillips, Jr., President of
Sengte. In House of Representatives, February 19, 1787, concurred,
Artemus Ward, Speaker of the House of Representatives. Hdwe. 1 pe 8 X 8%.

,OURT SETTING DATE FOR SETTLEMENT
OF DISPUTE BETWEEN 1 N OF BOLTON AND THE DISTRICT OF
BERLIN), July 6, 1787. sheets.
In Senate, July 6, 1787, whereas the petition of David Nurse, Simon Hough
and Samuel Blood, committee in behalf of the town of Bolton, with an
answer from the District of Berlin and papers accompanying them were on
February 19, 1787, referred to the next session of the General Court, a
which time the parties were to be heard; but since it was a speoial sess1om
the parties did not appear. It was therefore ordered that said payursh‘

¢

23. (COPY OF ORDER OF EI hA
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vrrod ©o the third Wednesda; ' the next sitting

time the aforesaid parties mey be heard; end
ordurod that said committee in behalf of saiﬁ toﬁn
of said district with a copy of this order.
July 6y 1787, read and concurred. GCertif
by justice of the peace that Samuel Blo od by hrda“ of ;
cited the clerk of said district by leaving the citation with the
order of said court thereon. Parties ited September 26, 1787,
2 PPe ?l o2

03




rrimary
e et

Acts and Res

olves of ti}
s A

LIST OF SOURCES

131 volse

Massachuset

ctts Archives,

Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
the

1780~
Cited in footnotes as Act

19404
or Resolves.

State House, Boston.

of yora

I
aXesSy etoce Ba

Secondary

Directory

of New
all,

' En
InC oy

=Tary

1936-39

o t%S Bays léi%“llﬁ:- Bos ton,
Lovthotes as Pr

vince Acts and

Governor and Company of

/26~8©, edited by Nathaniel

ustry
1&56.

of Industry

Ly 557

An
Boston, 1838.
of

Census,

1935y Boston,

Figures by Towns
te Amherst, 1936.

for

Boston, George




Houghtone wWilliam Aes History of the Town of Berlin, Worcester Countys
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(Underlined numerals refer to pagesy others to entry numbers),
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Abbreviations, 32 departments, 2
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Accession to library, 107 ;ipllate Tax Board Decisions, 61
Accounts opendix, 80~89
See also Financial records of pples, 1k
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abatement, 61
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PUBLICAT IONS OF THE HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY IN MASSACHUSEITS

Note: Except where noted, all volumes are publ
at the state headquarters of the Histori
Records Survey, Sharp School, Pinckney &
Anderson Streets, Bnston, Mass,

¢t and Index nf the Records of the er i Court of Pleas
(Suffolk County Court) Held at Boston, 1680-1698, (iii, 224 pp.,
dimy s L OUOHR

a

Portraits, 1620-1825, Found in Massachusetts, 2 yols., ng,
254 pp. and 318 pp., mult. dupl., May, 1939). '

Brief History of the Town of Braintree in Massachuset
compiled and written for the Tercentenary Commit
Arnold, ed., (64 pp., Boston, Thomas Todd Co., 1

Calendar of the General Henry Knox Papers in the Boston Public Library,
IR 2] ) - r 1 ~
(33, 19 Db., mult. dupl,, Mey; 1939)%

Calendar of the Letters of Charles Robe
©

rt Darwin to asa Gray, (vii,
IS Epp s mullth Edupilis e be 9

Calendar of the Ryder Collection:ef Ceonfederate archives at Tufts Collegs,

(02 Las)

5 ppP., mim., 1940},

1755-1807, of Seth Metcalf, (iii, 31 pp., mult. dupl.,

iption of the Manuscript Collecti ssac
TADRanY. (i 01 inpat mult. dupl., February, 1939).

Guide to Manuscript Depositories in Massachusetts, (ii, 160 pp., mim.,

September, 1939).

178651937, 3 wols.y (vid, 213, 217, and

etts, 1620-1936, 2 vols., (xvii,

Index to the Proclamations of ldassachuse
200 and 153 pp., mim,, April, 1937).

Inventory to the County Archives of liass
(ii, 370 pp., mim., December, 1937).

Inventory of the Town and City Archives of lMessachusetts, (Geries)
No., 6 Franklin County
Vol e NShneTdy (G108
Vol. II Bernardston, (ii‘
Voll, T Buckiliend s @«
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List of Publications

Inventory of the Town and City Archives of Massachusetts, (Cont'd)
No. 7 Hampden County
Vol. V Chicopee, (xi, 296 pp., mult, dupl., and mim,,
October, 1939).

No. 10 Middlesex County
Vol. XXIX Maynard, (iii, 149 pp., mult. dupl., 1941).

No. 11 Norfolk County
Vol, I Avon, (ii, 83 pp. mult. dupl., May, 1939).
Vol., II Bellingham, (ii, 76 pp., mult. dupl., August, 1939),
Vol,.. IV Brookline, (v, 348 pp., mult. dupl., 1940).
Vol, XI Holbrook, (iii, 179 pp. mult., dupl., 1941).

No. 13 Suffolk County
Vol Ty " Pert 5:Boston, (Vs 356ppe, mult. -dupls = 0lon=

No, 14 Worcester County
Vole: T Athol,: (1id, 232  pparmulGiiduplses 1941).,
Vol. III Auburn, (iii, 89 pp., mim. February, 1940).
Vol. IV Barre, (iii, 132 pp., mim. 1940).
Vol. V Berlin, (iii, 108 pp., mim. 1941).

Note: The following are reprints o ske
history and government for u 1 the respective
public schools of the town concerned, Since
they duplicate material already included in the
respective city or town inventories, these
reprints are not distributed separately to
official depositories of Historical Records
Survey publications,

ketches of
:
1‘.

the

e i

n

Sketch of History and Government (reprints for use of public schools)
No. 6 Franklin County

Vol Ashfilendlys (514, *48 poe; mime, AOL1H
Vol. IIT Buckland, (ii, 36 pp., mim., 1940).

No. 11 Norfolk County
Vol s \IN Briopkline,. (il 74 ppe, mult, dupls, 1940).
Vol. "XT Holbrook; (i1t SU ppirnrmulte duplic,e 115408

No. 14 Worcester County
Vol, IV Barre, (4, 45 pps, mim, , 1940)i







