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parched, and some neighborhoods suffered from the drying up
of springs and wells. Corn had mostly attained maturity by
the middle of September, and suffered less than several other
articles. The crop of apples was generally good, especially cer-
tain varieties of winter fruit. Pears are but sparingly cultivated
on account of “the blight,” so certain to attack this tree, espe-
cially those of a vigorous growth and in rich soils. The best
protection is a poor earth and elevated position, near the top
of a hill, with a northerly exposure. This, in my opinion,
proves the disease to arise from a profusion of sap and not from
insects. The quince treeis liable to the same disease, but not
to so injurious an extent, attacking only the extremities of the
branches, and seldom fatal to the whole tree. The past year has
been free from the terrible storms and tornadoes which some-
times visit us. In general terms, ghis year has been a favorable
one to the farmer, as well as to the health of the people.

Floral calendar and ripening of fruits—Jannary 1st, Bluebird heard,
and has been here all the winter—March 6th, Robin appears; 7th, Blue-
bird singing; 9th, various birds heard; 17th, Blackbirds; 19th Wood
larks and robins; 2lst, Hepatica triloba in bloom, Dwarf Iris; 28th,
Daffodil, white and blue Crocus.—April 2d, Hyacinth; 8d, Magnolia
conspicua in full bloom : this beautiful exotic is in most years so early in
putting out that the blossoms are destroyed by frost, before fully ex-
panded ; 4th, Peach in warm exposures; 5th, Japan quince and Golden
bell; 7th, Peach in full blooih generally ; 10th, Sanguinaria Canadensis;
12th, rose or pink colored Japan quince ; 14th, Gooseberry ; 15th, Crown
imperial ; 18th, Pear tree and white Spirzea prunifolia; 19th, June berry
and Siberian crab apple, Maple tree in full foliage; 21st, Strawberry;
23d, Apple tree, Yellow root, Harebell ; 26th, Ornithogalum, Chickasaw
plum and Cherry; 29th, Birthiwort ; 80th, Tulips.—May 1st, Lilac, Quince
tree; 4th, Puarple tree Peony; 10th, Horse chestnut, black Haw; 11th,
native Crab-apple tree; 14th; Lily of the valley; 15th, Snowball; 16th,
purple Magno 17th, Weigela rosea; 18th, yellow and white Calceola-
ria; 19th, Viburnum fraticosum; 20th, Locust tree, Iris tricolor; 22d,
Syringa fragrans, yellow Harrison rose, Magunolia tripetala; 26th, Cata-
wissa raspberry ; 27th, new seedling Peonies, ten varieties; 80th, Syringa
Philadelphica; 81st, Strawberry ripe.—June 4th, white Iris; 5th, Guern-
sey Lily ; 8th, blight in Quince tree begins; 9th, Rose bugs in vast num-
bers in the country, destroying the young fruit of apple and peach ; 11th,
red Cherry ripe; 15th, white garden Lily open, slugs on Pear and Quince
trees, making great destruction of the leaves; 17th, Kirtland Raspberry
ripe; 19th, Magnolia glauca in bloom ; 20th, Catawissa Raspberry ripe,
Catalpa in bloom, Wheat harvest begins.—July 1st, Chandler Apple
ripe; 4th, Dew-berry ripe; 11th, Blackberry ripe; 16th, American
broom in blossom: 17th, Turk’s-cap lily, Sweet-bough apple and Hale’s
early peach ripe—August 18th, Muskmelon ripe; 14th, Blue plum;
15th, Hildreth, Seckle and butter pears ripe; 16th, Watermelons.—
September 5th, Lychnis coronavia in bloom ; 6th, Concord grape ripe;
7th, Delaware grape, second crop of Catawissa raspberry ripe; 10th,
white Doyenne pear ripe; 12th, Rebecea grape; 16th, Herbemont grape
ripe, Portugal quince ripe; 20th, Catawba grape.

Marietta, Junuary 1st, 1863.
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Hayti, struck with its great size, called it Quisqueia, which in
their language signifies exceedingly great; but afterwards gave
it the name of Hayti, from the craggy mountains that were in
it.”  Martinique was one of the chain of smaller islands inhab-
ited by the Carribees, but which, as has been observed, they
conquered from the Arrowacks. It was perhaps the invasion
of them by the Carribees that produced the strifes and seditions
in Martinique mentioned in the tradition as having caused the
Arrowacks inhabiting it to remove to Hayti.

ART. XX.—Abstract of a Meteorological Journal, kept at Ma-
rielta, Ohdo: latitude 89° 25' N., and longitude 4° 28' W. of
Washington, for the year 1862; by S. P. HiLoreTH, M.D.—
[Thirty-fifth Annual Report.]*

| BAROMETER.

MoNTHS. : EH) Prevailing
winds.

Maximum

January,

February,

March,

April, e

MH_\(, B b ) 3783

June, . 5 ! 78] | 2:541|

Tuly S o i 47| 9 | 3624| 5,8

August, R 2 3:17| 2 3641 s, s,

September, 5 40| 9 25 0285/ s,

October, 5 i

November, . . |41 13 205

December, . 15 33872s. 5 3003
Mean, 262/ | ‘

N, NW. & 5.

'28'90‘1’13
|

The mean temperature of the year 1862 is 52°:62. The
amount of rain and melted snow is 42,57 inches.

Remarks on the winter of 1862.—The mean of the winter
months is 33°:33.  February was the coldest of the series, being
33°:60. December was 87°-00, which is rather above the mean,
some years falling as low as 21°:00, and others rising to 40°-00.
January is usually a mild month compared with either Decem-
ber or February. The lowest grade of the mercury in January
was 13°, on the fifth day. In February the lowest was 11°, on the
16th day. There was a large amount of rain in January, filling

! Dr. Hildreth's first Abstract of Meteorological Observations (for 1828) was pub-
lished in the 16th volume of the 1st series of this Journal (1829). The series has
been uninterrupted to the present time, and this is therefore the 35¢k contribution.
By an inadvertence this enumeration was attached to the last abstract published in
March, 1862, which error we take this mode of correcting. Our oldest readers will
rejoice that the life of our venerable correspondent has been continued to com-
plete another of his annval contributions.—Eps,

Ax. JoUR. 801.—SECOND SERIES, VoL. XXXV, No. 104 —MarcH, 1863,
o4
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all the rivers to the tops of their banks. This excess of rain
continued all through the middle and latter portion of the winter.
The amount in January was 6:67 inches, and during the winter
over 11 inches. The quantity of snow was small, compared
. with most winters, being only two inches at the greatest fall.
Very little ice was formed in the rivers, and navigation remained
open during all the winter months. No ice was gathered here
but such as was bronght from rivers north of us, The moisture
of the air and mild temperature was very favorable to the
ripening of the young wood of grape vines and fruit trees,
especially of the peach, and an abundant crop of blossoms ap-
peared in due season; but a frost, in the latter part of April,
destroyed a great deal of the recently set fruit. The ill effects of
a winter without hard freezing are seen more in the soil than
elsewhere, the plow and the spade turning it up eompact and
heavy, instead of porous and loose as it 1s after ordinary win-
ters, showing its effects on the soil during all the season. A very
dry time in May or June partly restores that loose texture so
necessary to the healthy growth of plants.

Remarks on the spring of 1862.—The mean temperature of the
spring, was 53°:81,—which is a fair average for this season of
the year. The mean of March was 41°27; this month varies
much; in some years rising to 52°, and in others sinking to 32°.
The mean of April was 51°-52, not far from the average temper-
ature. It varies greatly however, rising to 59° and falling to
42°, a difference of seventeen degrees. It is usually considered
as indicating the mean for the year. The temperature for May
is 57°'15, which is below the average, some years rising te 67°
and then falling to 55°, making a diversity both pleasing and
usefal. The spring was very wet, there falling nearly fifteen
inches of rain, about half of which was in April. In this month
the larger portion of plowing is done by the farmers, for the
summer crops. The earth in most fields was like mortar, and
plowing in this condition was hurtful to cultivation. This excess
of moisture caused the decay of a large portion of seed corn,
requiring a second and sometimes a third planting. The fields
in June afforded an unsightly and unpromising appearance.
Pastures and meadow lands were benefited by the rains, but the
grass and hay were much less nutritious than in common years,
although the yield was abundant. The flowering of fruit trees
was rather tardy, six or eight days behind the usual time. The
healthy setting of the fruit is sometimes injured by heavy rains
washing away the pollen of the flowers. This, I believe is more
common to forest trees, especially the oak and black walnut,
though these are rarely hurt by frosts. The spring fruits were
abundant and ripened at the usual time, especially strawberries,
new varieties of which are annually added to our abundant varie-
ties. The spring of 1863 is the appointed season here for the ap-
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pearance of that wonderful insect, the seventeen-year locust, or
Cicada.*

Lemarks on the summer of 1862.—The mean temperature of
this season is 70°:80, which is one degree and a half below the
average of a series of years. The month of June was cooler than
usual, being only 65775, whereas it often rises t070°, and some-
times to 74° but this is a rare occurrence. July was 73°:47,
also rather low. August was near the same, or 78°:17, being an
abundant quantity of heat for perfecting the growth and ripen-
ing all the fruits and grain adapted to this climate. In July,
the temperature sometimes rises to 76° for the whole month, but
not often. The summer fruits ripened at the usual time, red cher-
ries early in June, Catawissa raspberries by the twentieth, and
early apples the first week of July. Many fields of wheat were
ready for harvesting the 22d of June, but the main harvest began
the 6th of July: The quality of the grain was excellent, but not
8o abundant as in some years. A new and more hardy variety,
with a thicker covering to the seed, not so easily punctured by
insects, has been introduced by the intelligent farmers of Ohio,
and this important crop is becoming more certain than in past
years, It is also less liable to rust in the hot and wet weather
of the last of June, a disaster in some years of immense damage,
destroying whole fields when nearly or quite ready for the sickle.
The amount of rain in the summer months was but little over
halt of that in the spring. The effect was disastrous to crops of
maize and potatoes, especially on the hills and uplands, these
not yielding half the amount of ordinary years. Rich alluvions
suffered but little. The prices of these important articles of
food rose to double their common value. The season was favor-
able to sweet potatoes and to melons, which were abundant and
of excellent quality. Among the insects injurious to vegetation,
appeared a new one on our pear and quince trees, the larva of
Selandria. Cerasi, described by the late Professor Harris. It
proved very hurtful, especially to young pear trees. It is the
worst of all these pests, as it continues its ravages all summer,
by fresh deposits of eggs by the parent Saco-fly. Other insects
were less abundant than common.

Remarles on the autwmn of 1862.—The mean temperature of the
autumnal months is 54°-71, which is a full average for the climate.
The month of October was very mild, some of the early days
being of the warmth of summer, rising to 90° or more. The sea-
son was very dry, there being less than five inches of rain for
the three months, whereas in some years September has as much
rain as all of them in 1862. This drouth was very injurious to
the late crops, especially buckwheat, which in many fields was
an entire failure, and in all a very short crop. Late planted
potatoes yielded very sparingly. Pasture grounds were much

2 The Cicada septemdecim appeared at New Haven in June, 1860. See this Jour,,
xxxiii, 483, —Zds.
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