CARNEGIE FREE PUBLIO LIBRARY
OWENSBORO, RENTUCKY

Sept. 16
1935 8

My dear Mrs., Dugan:

Miss FEdna G Moore and I as co-chairmen

of the Small Library Section, wish you

to speak for fifteen minutes, at the
Lucheon meeting on October 21st. on

How to Avoid the Groove of mMediocrity.

Could you not bring in your Book Trailer
Project under this,

Please let me know at once as Mr, Henry
is anxious to get the program completed
by the last of the month ,

Eooking forward to meeting you at the
luncheon, I am “

Very sincerely

Y 1449 ey,
Soa W W Ctto
Librarian




#3 Lexington

PAYETTE COUETT CIRCUIATING LIBR kﬂY
zington Fublie Librayy
lexington, Eentucky

October
Twelve
1938

Mr. Wade Heavey, Assistant Supervizor
Diviston of Women's and Professional Projects
Woriks Progyess Administration

Lexington, Keatucky

Dear ¥y, Heaveys

This new library hae so many new problesns which are unicue to this community
and to this mork zlome, that I am askiag for your interpretation of an exiute
ing rule for W.P.4. workers. I know Bhet you understand thet I ask for this
specicl ruling only in oxder that this project way be as useful as we can
pospibly make it in this comsmuity. Here, then ig ny problem:

On many of the big farms here, far from any poad over which I can take the
book traziler; or evem wuli, there are mauy deserving tenants or iundevendent,
poorey farmers. These sre the seople whoe will heve to be very strenuously won
over to becoming library users. But on our success depends much of the glory
of ‘this Mbmty‘a woTK.

How it hapoens thet the churches in this covnty~ a few of them, that is,
provide school buses to bring these remote people to the churches esch Sunday.
As soon as they he:rd of the new liirsry service several ministers and some
of the lezders in the congyegati ms-and hense leadsrs in the communities. asked
us if it would not be possible for books end = worker to be available st those
times in oxder that these veople could have the opportunity of chocking out
books after the services. Tie ministers have made fine speeches to theiyr
congregations about the new librury, and there is & definite paternalistic
feeling between the minister snd his congregstion, the pecple are far easier
to reach =t that time than in other possible ways that we cen work out., In
order to geuge the importante of thie to our work, you would have to know how
backward these compunities are a: to cultursl opportunities or as to any idea
of what & publiec libraxy service can ween tothem, This is the first time in
the history of this county that sueh people have had say opportunity to meke
such contactes and it will be yezrs, I fesr Defore we c:n reach them except
through these churches.

I am asikking, therefore, if a specisl reling could be made in order that =
few workers who are ﬁniu to do 80, could attend these church services on

f s AR
e qu‘,_“







LIBRARY BACKGROUND

On August 22,1958, the Fayette Libpapy wpa Preject was formally
opened. The sponsors for the undertaking were four: the Feneral Wopks
Progress Administrationy,Fayette Community Council.Py ette Board of
Education.ns financidl sponsor.and the Lexington Public Librarye

Undey an arrangement with the Fayette County Fiseal Court the
Lexington Public Library had for many years allowed couniy residentis
to freely check out bookse. This agreement was made when the Fiscal Court
appropriated $1000.00 a vear for the Lexington Public Library's budgete.

The members of the Favette Community Council,howeveryhad long
been aware of the fact that too few rural residents made use of the
Texington Libraryjandsbelieving that country poeple wanted books and
would use them if such bpoks were made more available to the peoples
the Community Counecil asked their EZxecutive Secretary,lire0sB.Vilder
to see what arrangements could be made to remedy the situation.

The VWorks Progress dministration set up a projeet which made
available 514,000 for salaries for UPA workers. The Fayette Board of
Tducation agreed to build a small book trailer which the librarian would
attach to her carsand also to reimburse thelBexington Publie Library
for books lost during the time the library project functioned. The
Lexington Publie Library thereupon gave its permission to the sponsors
to allow the circulation of many of their books through the channels of
the Fayette Library Projecte The Fayette Community council acted as
advisor to the projeet and through its secretary helped with all the
necessgry otganization before and after the project openede

The projectlwas acheduled for an indefinite period of time,and
provision was made for the employment of a supervising librarian and
from ten to twenty certified VPA workerse

Tive book centers were opened in county churchessschoolssand
in the Community Rest Room of the Fayette County Court House.By October
o5th eight centers had been openede Iater one of the church centeérs
was moved to & consolidated school and another school center had been
addede In the spring of 1939 a library center was opened at the Kentucky
houses of Reformsand during the summer a small collection of books was
eireulated from the home of a lir.Barnes on the Jock's Creek Pike. Al
the time of the closing of the projeet on August £41939 negotions for
the opening of a library cenler in a vacant store in Athens Village
had been nearly completeds During the summer the schools closed and
those school centers which were located in neighborhodds where people
could reach the schools easily, were opened for two days a week.

The Taye

late ever to be ¢irculated,

tte Library's book resources inciiuded the books




LIBRARY EXTENSION DIVISION

LENA B. NOFCIER, DIRECTOR
OLD CAPITOL

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY




WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
IN KENTUCKY

LEXINGTON

«
DISTRICT NoO. CITY KENTUCKY

FAYETTE COUNTY FREE CIRCULATING LIBRARY

30 June,1939,

Mrse Tom Dulin,President
Favette Communitv Council
Lexington,Kve

vy dear Mrs.Dulin:

During the month of June the Fayette Library
project has had open onlv five of its ten regular centers and
one sub-station in a private home down on the Jack's Creek Pikee.
Our circulation figures for the month,thensare comparatively
smallibut they do not include the circulation figures for the
girls' part of the Reform School nor those for that sub-station.
Shelby School center has not been running the full month,either.

Many of the library workers have been employed
full time at necessary clerical work which must be done if the
l1ibrarv is to function properly and if the project is to be
renewed., Book gifts have been accessioned and prepared for cire-
culation,long lists have been checked in order that we may have
accurate records of lost books,and bibliographies necessary for
the best use of library resources by county school teachers have
been and are being prepprede Our file of library patrons is being
completeds Two colored workers have been mending books and one
white worker is clipping magazines for the use of Reform School
childrene

On June 22 the library had an exhibit at the county
wide meeting of the Homemakers ClubeOne of the workers made a
miniature farm and above it were placed the titles of books which
would be of help to farm families.Over it we placed the mottos"A
book for everv farm's every need." Aled 350 F*TLL canr th,  are

s It is interesting to note that as soon as our school
_centers closed the small center at Durbin's Tabernacle began doing
a rush business.

I have been most interested in trying to start a
library center in an unusued store room in Athens Villagee. We
hope to be able to go out there to begin business soone I have
spoken very informally at one meeting of a Homemaker's club about
getting their support for this community-book centere I have also
had a conference with Mr.Ed Parker about ways in which to in-




crease the library's usefulness to the 4H Clubs,the Homemakersj,and
to the farmers in general.One agriculture teacher suggested that 1
offer suggestions to his Future Farmers groups next autumne.

We sent our first gift of 284 magazines to the County Infirmiry.

Some of the officers of the Reform School felt that,as the

boys are to be working in the fields and canneries during the summer
instead of attending classes,that we could not continue our regular
work there. When,however,the matron of the girls' side of the school
heard of our plans for temporarily abandoning our work she telephoned. «:
at once to Frankfort to Dr.Norman Bradens,assistant to Miss Margaret -
Wolljand Dre.Braden said that he was very anxious indeed that we continue
our work there.I have written to ask him to help us make this possible..

At 2 meeting of the sponsors of the project we discussed
the possible renewal of the project,and Miss Gertrude Flora,the WPA
representative gave it as her opinion that the work probably would be
continued the following year.There are still funds enough on hand %o
continue the work for six months more under the present working condi-
tionse Colonel D.Y.Dunn gave us the use of two typewriters for the
summer months and said that he believed that one of them could be kept
permanently on the project. He also offered us a room in the old
Pythian Home Buildings and we are expecting to move into it in the
autumne

Thig month the library has received 3,890 magazines as gifts
and 243 bookse. The books ordered with money appropriated by WPA have
not yet arrivede I have worked several times with a committee from
the county school on a joint book order for books for use in the
elementary gradese

Yours very truly,
> =2 \\[
JLWMW o/_ > QLAA?M —
Mrs.Hammond Dugan {
Supervising Librarian

Copy to Mrse.Florence Horte




WPA FAYETTE COUNTY CIRCULATING LIBRARY
LEXINGTON,KENTUCKY

3 August 1939,

Mrs.Tom Dulin
President,Fayette Community Council
Lexington,Kve

My dear Mrs.Duling

The circulation figures of 2002,while an increase
over the previous month, do not show accurately the work of
the Fayette Library for the past month. We have had six centers
in operation,and a book deposit en the Barnes home far down on the
Jack's Creek pike(for which we do not yet have circulation figures.)
I will not take much of the time of the Council,but I would like
to point out some of the activities back of those rather cold
circulation figures.

First, the Kentucky Houses of Reform had the largest
circulationy,and Durbin's center ranked second.When you consider
the community which Durhin's serves,I think the situation is very
significant.When the members of that community heard that the library
was to close,thev flocked to the libraryv and took out 195 magazines
because they could not take anv more bookse.{(That 195 is not part
of the circulation figures.)

Second, the work at Kenwick,under our very able Mrs.
Colingsworth, is unique in this library's historv,or that of the
Lexington Public Librarv.lirs.Colingsworth has built up a wide interest
in that colmunitye.and an interest which was increasing rapidly.She
had a daily story-telling hour,to which came all kinds of eager
children. And the adults in Yenw1ck district were using the llbrary
more and moree.

We were just completing plans to open a center at Athens.

A small cglhiection of books-new books glven by WPA- was taken
down to the Homemakers' campe.

Our workers have been working on bibliographies which would
make it possible for us and for the county teachers to know the
resources of the Lexington and county board 11brarles on the subjects
which they teach in the elementary grades. Aol

The story-telling, ice-cream party,was very successful. We
owe thanks to Mrse William Fuson and Miss Lucinda Burns for their
splendid part in the program.lrs.Fuson came over from Berea for itjand
when I asked the children if they wanted ice cream or more stories,

th%?voted immedi

a
tely fop more stories]




- Page 2=

When he heard that the library was closing,Mr.Kearns (techaical
advisor at the Reform School}begged us to leave books for the boys
to reade I do not yet know whether we can arrange ite :

The Library of the University of Kentucky gave us 66 beautiful
posters depicting life in foreign countries,for use in our various
centerse.

-

We answered an appeal for books and magazines by the Rockcastle
County library by giving them 285 books and a thousand magazines.
Of course we did ndt give them books which we'felt to be useful in
Fayette County. We were also instrumental in getting a donation
from the Girl Scouts for that library.

The Girl Scouts of Lexington gave this library 103 bookse

The first shipment of WPA books which I selected especially for
the needs of Fayette County has arrived;but we were not able %o
circulate them to any but the Homemakers' camp before the order for
closing came throughe.

Total gifts for this month are as follows:
168 books besides those from WPA
7573 magazines
66 posterse.

We sent 284 magazines to the County Infirmdry,853 magazines
to Eastern State Hospital,and 200 magazines to the girls' part of
the Regfrm School.

L:

Our patrons' list is nearly completedeDurbins' is the only
center still to report,I believe.

I spoke over radio station WIW on July 15,on "Everybody's
Farm" houryon the work of this library. I have accepted an invitation
to speak about or work to the Womman's Club of Midway next “ovembere.
I cite these two speaking invitations merehy to show the increasing
interest being shown in the work of the library which your council
has starteda

Before the next meeting of your Council I hope to present
the "annual" report for the eleven months' work of this library.

Yours trulv.

Jﬁuauces 0< S D Ps_

lrs. Hammond Dugan

Supervising Librariane
Cudin . el an fiedl with. o

fpe




My dear Mrse.Fort:

Will vou not read the whole of this report to

the Council when they meet Saturday? I do not think it-will
take too much time.and I believe that it is better for them to

have the report in this forme.

Yours truly,

C;fa,ucs/e &( 5%%\/

Mrs.Hammond Dugan

Supervising Librariane

August third,1939
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FAYETTE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

204 MORTON BUILDING
MRS. TOM DULIN, PRES. MRS. FLORENCE C. FORT

MR. J. EDW. PARKER, JR., EXECUTIVE SEC'Y.

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRES. LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY
MRS. J. W. BARKER, TREAS. PHONE 1749

MISS CAROLYN STEWART, SEC’Y. We Are Members of Fayette County Community Chest

Lexington, Kentucky
August 15, 1939

Mrs. Frances L. Dugan-Supervisor
Fayette Free Circulating Library
225 South Limestone Street
Lexington, Kentucky

Dear Mrs. Dugan:

: On behalf of the Fayette Community Council I wish to ex-
press to you our sincere appreciation for your time, thought,
and hard work to make the Library Project so successful and
far reaching and we hope that its suspension will be of short
duration.

Thanking you, I am,

Very truly yours

hebd Kot Al

(Mrs.) Tom Dulin, Pres
Fayette Community Council
Lexington, Kentucky




THE KENTUCKY CITIZENS’ LIBRARY LEAGUE

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT,
MRS. A.S. GARDINER, HORSE CAVE

1ST VICE PRESIDENT,
MRS. RAY B. MOSS, PINEVILLE

2ND VICE PRESIDENT,

MRS. J. M, BAKER, DIXON

SECRETARY-TREASURER,

MRS, ROBERT M. FORT,
FRANKFORT
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My dear Mrs Fort,

Herewith I am enclosine for the information of the Fayette
Community Council the monthly report for the month of May for the
Fayette Circulating Librarve

There are seyeral things which I wish to bréffly point to ;
a8 concerning our works

First that although the circulation figure is lower than for
the previous month,it is nevertheless verv good considering the fact
that our school centers functioned only three weeks out of the monthe
‘B present only thrde THaHng Tie atigntien TP, ’B‘ur%’i:i" omimuni ty
Centers.and the “eform School. Next Monday at 9 ae.me the Kenwick
branch will reopen in the school gymnasium.

The rest of the library personnel are verv busv ‘mepping-upi-
2eee checking in book collections brought in from closed centerse
The amount of cleriecal work involved is verv great,and the shall have
to continue in this way for some timey,since we wish to make a
ezear-and-d- report as to the books lost and circulatede As soon as
possible we wish to reppen ‘in suitable places.We hope to always have
library workers on hand for recreation evenings,but we had hoped to

. have reading continue more widely and continuaouslv. Since churches
are not Z::Irely satisfactory we may put centers in filling stations or
stores.We are especially interested in establishing small book
deposits in the various little communities within the county-both
white and colored.

The library wishes to thank the Council for supplying the

paper for the registration of patrons in the county.Since the number




office
of 1ibrary workers has been cut down such tabulation has been

delayed,but statistics have been gatherede

The Reform school circulation shows that books are being reads,
even if not by as large a number as we eeu:d hope in the near future.
We find,according to the librarian there,that our greatest need in
the book collection is for a much larger supply of books for the first
and second grade levelseThis,however is not peculiar to that par-
ticular branchsother librarians tell me that children in many of the
eighth grades like to read easy books tooce. We are now working on a
list of just such titles.

The four hundred dollar list of books submitted to WPA

for purchasej,at their request,has not yet been offered for purchase.

But when new funds are available,we hope to get the bookse.

et The chief preoccupation of the librarian this month has been
iiiﬁt%he organization of the Reform School Library,which presents
numerous unique preblems,all of which probably neverr can be solved

--under this present arrangement. Sewond,the librarian,with the help
of Mrs.Fort and her stafff has collected ewe# nearly 12 thousand
magazines and five hundred books which were given to the library
as a result of "Jay-Jay"'s little paragraph in his Four Bits column.
It has been a tremendous taskyerd-kas- but it has clearly proven
thzt Lexingtonians are interested in helping the work of this
organizatione -

Over and over again we have heard from teachers,parents,and even
from one book salesman that the branches in schools have increased
the reading ability of the children of the countv this yeare

Just one more thing: We face three very critical needs at
present: increased shelving space-the books are usually shelved three

layers deep on what shelves have been allowed us in the basement of the

publie library.It is impossible to know what books we have under those
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circumstances,or to make intelligent sleections for the centerse.
Second,we-need librarian is increasingly in need of a trained library

agsistant,of which there are at least four available here in lLexington,

and of a good secertarye.I mention this simply because when and if the

project is rewritteny,such items should be cinsidered if the library is

to continue its usefulness.

The librarian wishes to make one sugestiona th this time to
the communtiv council. It will soon be time to rewrite the progect
set-up if the library is to be continued next year.The librarian
would like very much to discuss with Mrs.Fort and Colonel Dunn several
of our greatest needs which could be cared for in the new project
specifications if the library is to increasg its msefulness this

next year. Ai-present-our-gheil-




MVLM

5 );/u/ﬂfm;&-f o9

Rdult - 70

Ok -1 1 31 b

Qi : Ll s
KW‘_[u'éh

(&4

Ododle - 163

433

l{ﬂ,ﬁém'— Q’(of{

I
x,(_,ll

}w.f w(,(, [ 9

= 30

= 151




