WHAT THE LIBRARY DID FOR THE COMMUNITY

ol

l. Through a more modern idea of distribution, it brought readipg
of an informative and pleasursble kind to.thogsands of perscns in the
county who had previosuly not used a publie library .
organized i
Ze« The Tayette Library orgnaized the first book senter especialiy for

¢

negroes. The fépshegro workers did an excellent work with shuteins and
groups of children.

S« The Library work at the Kentucky Houses of “eform wap most intereste
ing and important. lMany people had felt that the children could not and
would not take advantage of such servicegand we found that they were
eager readers and most eareful in the use of books. Tith books better
sulited to their needs,with a wider selection to choose from,and with
better orgainzation at the school and in the library;the effects of
such a2 program would undoubtedly have accomplished great changes in

the spirit of the children of that institutione

Je Boys®' Redding Clubs,based on the theory that children read better
arl read wore when they have secess to Dooks on subjeet in which they
are really interested,; were wery successful. Ve found,however,that

our idea tended to duplieate work done by the 4H and Boy Scout orgna-
izations,and so we decided to try to supplement their work vather than
to continue a seperate mrojecte The fact that the WPA personnel was
changed so often and so suddenly made it hard to provide adequate
leaders for our work.

4. Tor as long as we were able we cooperated with the elementary school
teachers in iransporting books which they had selected from the children
room of the Texington Linvary. And we attempted to xeep up with the
work of the classrooms in order that we might supply some enrichment
material Tor the surriculim,. ften,after the coming of the Fayette
Library,the children were allowed to have reading periods in the
school's book centerjand many of the teachers felt that the children's
readimg skills were improved because of the library in the school. Ve
found the faeculties of every school most enthusiastie avout the library
and very helpful and appreciative of our efforis.

e The librarian attempted to make available a service to the Home=~
makers' Cluhga.both for their Programs and for thely wider reading
interests,

6e Ve made an exhitit for the annual Homemakers-Farm Bureau picnie
égEg?ge.The theme of the exhibit wass "A BOOK FOR EVERY FARMU'S EVERY




During the library's fullest period of work there were ten
book centers open,and additional werk was done in supplying the
Tastern State Hospitalsand the County Infirairy with nagazines,
The former institution,under its new regime,was especially anxious
for the magazines we supplied in order that they could do theraue
peutic work with their patients.

Sinee the library project wus the first of its kind in this county,
and since the book selection was hardly adequaie or appropriate to
the needs of this particular groups; the total circulation firgues
are alunst astonishingly goode After the first month's work we renle
ized that we were facing a book shertages.The WPA director suggested
that we ssk for donations of discarded or duplieated books from
other publie lbraries.This we didsand vhile the gifts thus aequired :
were gratefully receivedy,the condition of the books and the selestion
naturally were not at all desirable for a medern librarys. Such titles
a8 the earlier books of T.larion Crawford,for instaance { some of
them paper-bound and dilapidated) are not the books to give such
alert and interested persons as the residents of Fayette County.

In the summer the librarian was allowed to use some WPA money
with which to buy some new books. This was granted bscause it is now
recognized that books are the tools with which a library works,just
as picks and shovels are necessary to the maintenance of a project
involving road construction. The librarian worked long and hard to
select books which would meet the div:orse needs of the people im the
county: books suitable to children at the Reform Schocisbooks which
would enrich the Homemakers' group studies, books which would answer
the veople's desire to know and enjoy their own world,books which
did not have too heavy & vocabulary load for the aversge reader in
the more remote sections,and books which would appeal te the more
exacting and better educated readers who have a right to expect such
titles in their publie library. The wide span of interest and reading
ability in smell Fayette County is really amazingjand the librarian
who has few if any funds for book buying is hard put to it to choose
wiselye. The books bought with WPA meneys did not circulatesexcept
in one instance whem a small group of them was sent (more in the
spirit of a demonstration than anything else} to the annual camp of
the Homemaker's Clubse

The librarian felt that she was foreed to spend so much time
with persounel problems and organization that she was not ableé to
give the kind of service she desired.Vhen the library closed she
knew that,in spite of the fine cireulation, the library had hardly
sceratched the surface of the possibilities for service to the com-
munity. Greater cooperatiom with the county agent and his staff,the
elementary school teachersythe varied club interests and so om,would
have been in orders The library should not try to compbée with any
existing agencies,but should bend every effort to cooperate and
ccordinate them when it ig desirable.

The librarian wished to thank Miss Carrie Hunt,Aeting Librarian
of the Lexington Public Library and Colonel D.V.Dunn of the Fayette
County Board of Education, and lir.0B Vilder and lirs Florence Fort
of the ‘ayette Community Council for their constant help and advice.
The library service to the county was highly important and successiul
and only the help of the four agencies made it Soe




i i 2 ¢ ational
the librarian was interested in taking part in the recyeat
ﬁioéggm which the Community Council and WPA undertook duflng the -
surmer., She believed that bookh projects could be mutually helpful
to the communities,

8¢ During the time in which the school libraries were unot functioning
the workers spent much time compiling bibliographies on the re-
sources of the children's room of the lLexington Public Library. The
lack of receunt subject cards in that catalog made such a @ibliograghy
very important to the school teachers. Vhen the Tayette Library had
organized its dictionmary catalog of its resuvumces the teachers would
have been able te gauge book facilities much more easily and surely.

9« We wished to do more work than we were able te do with the county
churches and with the shut-ins and the sick. Ve did offer to previde
boocks and magazines whenever a county minister suggested the names
of persons wishing theme

10sAt the time of the library's closing we were plamming and working
toward the dispersal of large quantities of magazines throughout the
many negro settlements in the county. Thisgwe felty,woulld give the
colored people a great deal of good reading matter in spite of the
fact that we were not able to supply them with books except in their
one school centere Ve had also planned to hold weekly story-telling
hours in the colored communitiese.

1leThe librarian consulted with the county agent and with the homew
demeonstration agent and had hoped to buy books wikch their work

neededs This was less necessary than other things;probablysbecause

the federal govermment supplies them with a certain amount of money
for such hookseAs they are not circulated widely in the county,however,
the library could have made some contribution there.ind it could
certainly have supplied-as it did severzal times- books for 4H ¢lub
Prograiig,

12« The #pinion of authorities on the gubject is that a central county
library can buy and circulate books to schools more efficiently and
more cheaply than suphotbrk agency.Of sourse each high school ought

to have its owm library and librariansand esch elementary school whish
has its owm library is fortunzte.

13«The Parent ‘eacher groups were interested in our work and would
have been increasingly helpful had the projeect lasteds The librarian
spoke before several such groupss

library
14.The Payette Library started and maintained the first/radio story
houw for children in the couniy. The Lexington Story League and the
llaud Lindsay Story lLeague members were the story-tellers on cur
programg,During the month of Harch we gave & series of historiecal
storées based on the lives of famous Xentucky pioneers.

15.0n July 15,1939 the librarian went to Cincinnati, at the invitation

of radio station VLW and gave an eight-minute talk on the work of the
library project.
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