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INTERVIEW WiTH MRS. HAMMOND DucAn-=WPA LisrRARIAN==LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

"EVERYBODY'S FARM" HoUR-~~SATURDAY, JuLy 15, 19%9. 8:30-230 a.u. EST.

MrRs. DuGAN, JUST EXACTLY WHAT IS YOUR POSITION WITH THE

, f?otd@
WORK$ Pﬂﬁﬂ%ESSAADMINISTRATION L1iBRARY IN LEXINGTON?

WHY, | HAVE THE JOB OF SUPERVISING ALL THE LIBRARY WORK THAT
M
15 DONE BY WPA 4~ RURAL FAYETTE COUNTY. WE HAVE A CENTRAL
wu
OFFICE IN LEXINGTON AND ABOUT A DOZEN BRANCHES THR-G-HEHET

THE COUNTY.

AND WE SUPPOSE THAT WORK 1S QUITE EXTENSIVE.easssBUT WE'LL
COME TO THAT A LITTLE LATER. BuT FIRST, WE'D LIKE TO
KNOW HOW YOU HAPPENED TO GET INTO LIBRARY WORK. SURELY,
A PERSON WHO'S DONE AS MUCH AS YOU HAVE MUST SEE QUITE A
BIT IN SUCH WORK THAT MOST FOLKS MISS. How DID You HAP=-

PEN TO CHOOSE THIS COUNTY WORK?

WeLr, Mre MAson, MY WISH TO DO THIS TYPE OF LIBRARY WORK
IN THE SOUTH WAS CHIEFLY PROMPTED BY THE EXPERIENCE | HAD
WHEN | WORKED IN THE B1a NEW YOorRK PusLic LIBRARY SYSTEM
ONE SUMMER . | HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP IN A SOUTHERN COMMUN=
ITY, WHICH WAS ABOUT 98 PERCENT ENGLISH IN ITS ANCESTRAL
ROOTS., IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD, WE WERE RATHER CASUAL ABOUT
OUR READING. EVERYONE | KNEW HAD PLENTY OF BOOKS IN
THEIR HOMES=-~0R SO | THOUGHT. You MIGHT SAY THAT WE

WEREN'T VERY PUBLIC L!BRARY MINDEDessseoesBUT, WHEN | SAT




AT THE CIRCULATION DESK IN THAT POVERTY=STRICKEN FOREIGN

SECTION OF NEw YorRk CiTY =- AND RECOGNIZED IN THE LONG
LINES OF WAITING CHILDREN THOSE WHO HAD=-DAY AFTER DAY=~
BROUGHT BACK BOOKS THEY HAD JUST TAKEN OUT THE DAY BEFORE=-
WHICH MEANT THEY HAD READ THEM IN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS=-| BE-
GAN TO WORRY ABOUT THE FUTURE OF MY HOME COMMUNITY AS COM=-
PARED TO THE EAGER, KNOWLEDGE-HUNGRY FOREIGN COMMUNITY IN
WHICH | WAS THEN WORKINGesoso.NO MATTER HOW | LOOKED AT

1T, | COULD ONLY COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT MY HOME COM-
MUNITYsoeoaAND OTHERS LIKE 1TeeeNEEDED MORE PUBLIC LIBRARY
SERVICE YOoU SEE, NO MATTER HOW MANY BOOKS THE AVERAGE
HOME MAY HAVE, THAT HOME CANNOT POSSIBLY HAVE THE WIDE
VARIETY AND SKILLED SELECTION WHICH IS AVAILABLE FOR EVERY=-

ONE IN ALMOST EVERY PUBLIC LIBRARYa

YEs, MRs. DUGAN, WE SEE WHAT YOU MEANeses«YOU'VE BEEN ABLE
TO SEE THE NEED OF A LIBRARY SYSTEM FOR SOUTHERN RURAL
DISTRICTS--S0 YOU'VE GONE OUT AND HELPED DEVELOP A WORK~-

ABLE SYSTEMees-olS THAT 172

YES, | GUESS ‘You GAN PUT LT:THAT WAY.

Now, Mrs. DueAN, LET'S GET DOWN TO LIBRARY CASES IN YOUR
OWN COMMUNITYeesess.How LONG HAS THE CiTY OF LEXINGTON,

KENTUCKY, HAD A PUBLIC LIBRARY?

OH, FOR A LONG, LONG TIMEseeseLEXINGTON HAS THE OLDEST ES=-

TABLISHED PUBLIC LIBRARY IN THE ENTIRE OHIO RIVER VALLEY.




WHEN WAS THE LIBRARY FIRST ESTABLISHED?Y

DUGAN 2 In 1796, THE PRESENT BUILDING LOOKS LIKE A GREEK

PLE===0H, YES, QUITE AN IMPOSING=LOOKINB BUILDING

No DOUBT ABOUT, MOST LIBRARIES AREeeseeBUT, DO YOU SUPPOSE
THE APPEARANCE OF THE BUILDING HAS HAD ANYTHING TO DO
WITH THE AMOUNT OF BOOKS WHICH HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN

IT BY PEOPLE?

IN A GREAT MANY CASES=-=-YES, | KNOW OF SEVERAL INSTANCES
WHERE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN JUST A LITTLE BIT UNEASY ABOUT THE
IDEA OF GOING INTO SUCH A BUILDING AND HAVE TURNED AWAY

WITHOUT GETTING BOOKS,
WELL, THAT DOESN'T HAPPEN VERY OFTEN NOW, DOES IT?

No, NOT OFTEN NOW, AND THE PEOPLE CERTAINLY LIKE THE IDEA

Co
OF HAVING BOOKS BROUGHT RIGHT INTO THE RURAL—DISTRICTS.

WerLr, MrRs. DucAN, JUST WHAT 1S YOUR SYSTEM OF DISTRIBU=
TION? Do You RUN TRUCKS T HROUGH THE COUNTRY=SIDE. AND
DISTRIBUTE BOOKS FROM THEM AT THE FARMERS' DOORS, OR DO
YOU USE ANOTHER SYSTEMY

We HAVE NO TRUCKS AS YET. THE WAY WE OPERATE THIS LI=

and Vi

BRARY 1S TO TAKE BOOKS OUT INTO THE COUNTY, BUF—WE DIS-

TRIBUTE THEM TO PEOPLE THROUGH OUR: LIBRARY: CENTERS s

JUST WHAT ARE THESE CENTERS, MRs. DucaAn?




h-i=h=)

DUGAN 3 WerLr, MrRo MASON, DO YOU MIND IF | SAY SOMETHING ABOUT
THE WPA LIBRARY SYSTEM = YOU KNOW, SOMETHING THAT MAY

SOUND A LITTLE LIKE BRAGGING?

No, MA'AM WE DON'T MIND IF YOU DOeessFACT 1S, WE'D LIKE

TO HEAR ABOUT SOME OF THE THINGS YOU'RE PROUD OF.

DUGAN 3 WELL, ONEOFR ETFHE: " THINGS ‘WE' ARE S0 PROUDABOUT WL Al S0
ANSWER YOUR QUESTION CONCERNING OUR CENTERS==AND WHAT WE

USE. You see, WPA LIBRARY PROCEDURE MUST NECESSARILY BE

ABETDLFEERENT: ‘FROMGTHE USUALCELNBRARY: PROCEDURES We

MAY NOT HAVE BIG BUILDINGS AND TRUCKS, BUT WE DO HAVE A
SORT OF PIONEERING SPIRIT AND A WILLINGNESS TO WORK WITH=
OUT THE USUAL LIERARY TOOLS, WHy, | DON'T EVEN HAVE A

OUR CENTERS, FOR INSTANCE, INSTEAD OF BEING IN=
POSING BUILDINGS ARE USUALLY LOCATED IN COUNTRY CHURCHES,
SCHOOL-HOUSES, CROSS=ROADS STORES, AND EVEN IN FARM HOUSES.
AND, THOUGH WE MAY NOT HAVE ADEQUATE BOOK STOCKS WE MAKE
UP IN AVAILABILITY WHAT WE LACK IN COMPLETENESS. WPA
LI1BRARY SERVICE IN THE UNITED STATES HAS BROUGHT BOOKS TO

WELL OVER TWO MELLION PEORLE WHO LIVE BEYOND THE RANGE OF

ORDINARY LIBRARY SERVICE, AND 1IN FAYETTE COUNTY WE ARE
TAKING BOOKS TO THE 22,000 PEOPLE WHO LIVE OUTSIDE OF
LEXINGTON THEY MUST LIKE THE SERVICE, TOO, BECAUSE
THEY READ OVER 1J0,000 BOOKS AND MAGAZINES DURING THE

FIRST NINE MONTHS OF OUR LIBRARY'S EXISTENCE.

MrRse DUGAN==-=WHAT TYPE OF BOOKS DO YOUR FOLKS DOWN THERE




DUGAN$

DUGAN 2

5-5-5-5

IN KENTUCKY READY Do THEY READ FOR PLEASURE===0R DO

THEY READ FOR PROFIT?

OH, | DON'T LIKE TO DRAW

A LINE BETWEEN BOOKS WHICH ARE READ FOR PLEASURE AND

BOOKS WHICH ARE READ FOR PROFITa BECAUSE ANY GOOD BOOK
THAT 1S READ FOR PLEASURE PROFITS THE READER AND ANY BOOK
WHICH REALLY PROFITS A READER GIVES HIM PLEASURE AND,

| '™ NOT AT ALL SURE ANY MORE JUST WHAT CONSTITUTES A GOOD
BOOKs . THOMAS HARDY, FOR INSTANCE, WAS A GREAT WRITER,
BUT ZANE GREY APPEALS TO SO MANY PEOPLE, AND KEEPS AL|VE==-
SO VIVIDLY=~-THOSE ADMIRABLE HUMAN QUALITIES OF INITIATIVE,
ADVENTURE, INDIVIDUALITY AND STRENGTH THAT | FEEL NO HES-
ITATION WHATEVER IN OFFERING HIS BOOKS TO ANYONE, AFTER
ALL, A GOOD THRESH!MG HAND=~~CR A GOOD HAND WITH A SCHTHE
=--=1S THE RESULT OF LONG PRACTICE. AND | SUPPOSE READING

HABITS ARE ACQUIRED BY PRACTICE, TOO,

MrRs« DucAan, You sPoKE ofF THE WPA LIBRARY NOT HAVING ALL

THE FACILITIES THAT OTHER LIBRARIES HAVEeeeeeAND NOW ,

THE THOUGHT HAS OCCURRED TO ME THAT YOU HAVEN'T TOLD US
WHERE YOU GET THE BOOKS YOU DISTRIBUTEeese«ellHERE DO THESE

BOOKS COME FROM?

WeLL, FIRST, WE HAVE A CONTRACT WITH THE LExineTON PuB-

Li¢c LIBRARY WHICH ALLOWS US TO USE MANY OF THEIR BOOKS.,

THEN, THE CouNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION GAVE US PERMISSION TO




ANN 2

DUGAN 3

CIRCULATE THEIR BOOKS TOO. BUT STILL WE HAD A BOOK
SHORTAGE, AND JUST WHEN WE WERE WONDERING WHAT TO DO
ABOUT IT, OTHER LIBRARIES BEGAN TO SEND US THEIR DUPLI~
CATES AND DISCARDS3 ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE GIRL SCOUTSA
AND A GREAT MANY PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS SENT US GIFTSe. S0
WE HAVE HAD ABOUT TWENTY-THREE HUNDRED BOOKS AND TWENTY=
THOUSAND MAGAZINES GIVEN TO USe Anp THEN WPA 1TSELF,
KNOWING THAT BOOKS ARE OUR CHIEF TOOLS, HAS GIVEN US A
GENEROUS NUMBER OF NEW BOOKS. Now, YOU SEE, WE ARE

REALLY ABLE T0 KEEP FRESH SUPPLIES OF BOOKS [N-ALL OUR

BOOK CENTERS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY.

Do YOU DISTRIBUTE THEM ONLY TO INDIVIDUALS?

OH NO, WE SERVE SEVERAL INSTITUTIONS, TOO. WEe EVEN

HAVE A BRANCH LIBRARY IN THE KENTUCKY HOUSES OF REFORM
WHICH HAPPEN TO BE IN OUR COUNTYe You KNOW, WHEN WE TOOK
OVER THE LIBRARY SERVICES AT THE REFORM SCHOOL WE FOUND
ONLY A STORE=ROOM FILLED WITH CAST=OFF BOCKS OF ALL KINDS:
OLD SERMONS, GREEK LEXICONS, AND MISCELLANEOUS DEBRIS,
AFTER LOOKING AT THAT COLLECTION WE KNEW WNY PEOPLE THOUGHT
THOSE UNFORTUNATE CHILDREN DIDN'T WANT TO READ THERE
WAS PRACTICALLY NOTHING THERE THAT THEY~~OR ANYONE ELSE~=-
COULD READeeeessNOW WE BRING THEM BOOKS WHICH F+F THEIR
AGES, AND WHICH ARE REALLY INTERESTING AND LIVELY. AnD

| '"VE NEVER SEEN ANY GROUP OF YOUNG PEOPLE USE A LIBRARY

BETTER THAN THOSE REFORM SCHOOL CHILDREN HAVE,




ANN o

DUGAN

ANN 2

DUGAN 2

DUGAN 2

WeLL, MRSe DUGANees+.YOU FOLKS DOWN THERE IN KENTUCKY HAVE
CERTAINLY DONE A FINE JOB OF ORGANIZING LIBRARY FACILITIES
FOR THE FOLKS WHO OTHERWISE MIGHT HAVE TO GO WITHOUT GOOD
BOOKS TO READ AS OFTEN AS THEY WANT TO READ THEMe.sseBY
THE WAY=-=DC YOU CHARGE PEOPLE ANYTHING FOR THE SERVICE

YOU GIVE THEM?Y
No. THIS SERVICE IS ENTIRELY FREE.

You kKNowW, MRSe DUGAN...|'VE BEEN SORT OF NEGLECTING MY
READIMG LATELY=---ESPECIALLY SINCE |'VE BEEN IN RADIO WORK.
Do You KNOW OF ANYWAY THAT | CAN CATCH UP ON MY READING--

WITHOUT HAVING TO SPEND A LOT OF TIME DOING T2

WHY, MrRe MAson, |'mM SURPRISED AT Youl YOoU'RE NOT DIF=
FERENT FROM A LOT OF OTHER PEOPLE=-=-~AND A LOT OF OTHER
PEOPLE FIND TIME TO READ AND KEEP ABREAST OF THINGSe

Do You MEAN THAT | CAN FIND THE TIME, TOO=--EVEN WITH THE

of wort—
AMOUNTA | DOY%

ndnd

| MEAN EXACTLY THATe A KEEP A GOOD BOOK NEAR YOU AND IF YOU

WiLL SPEND JUST ONE HOUR EACH DAY WITH A GOOD BOOK, You'LL
BE SURPRISED HOW MUCH READING YOU'LL GET DONE. IT'LL BE
JUST LIKE OPENING UP A WHOLE NEW WORLD FOR YOURSELF.
You'LL BE ABLE TO GET AWAY FROM YOUR EVERYDAY LIFE AND

GET INTO NEW AND STRANGE SURROUNDINGSe Tl BEFIUST

LIKE LIVING THE LIFE OF THE CHARACTERS IN YOUR BOOK}




WeLL, THANK You Mrs. Ducand |'M GOING TO START TO=-

NIGHT TO READ ONE HOUR A DAYeesoAND MrRs. DucAN, WE WANT
TO THANK YOU FOR A VERY CLEAR PICTURE OF THE WORK YOU
ARE DOING==~AND FOR YOUR EXPLANATION OF THE BENEFITS

FARM FOLKS CAN HAVE THROUGH A PROPERLY MANAGED LIBRARY.




