Nationel Miners Umlom, Pimoville, Kye
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yemanding the imwdiate peleagse of the four striking minors
who have been arrested on thd obviously trumped up charge of
Fﬂbbary afkme becausge they returned to in
inoville a large quantity of food and clothing whi
stolen by four depiitized company agonts, the Central atrike Conmitteo
today 1lssued the following statement, a CODY of which has been sent
to Pineville ¢ity of ficianl?

®7he Central Strike committee of the Kentucky-Tennesoo Miners
sty ike donownces Uhe roids that tock place on the Relief Waranouse
fn Pineville on Jamuary 20 and February L as an orgsnizged stterpt of
the cozl operators and thoir agembs, aided by Judge Ven Beber, to
smash the relief apparatus set up by the Kentucky=Tennesee Hiners
Relief Compittgp of the workers International Rellef. These ralds are
part and of the oparators?! announcaed policy of starvilg the
striling minera into submitting htm to further wage cuts snd conditionse
of semi~glavery in the mines.

"ihe (Central Strike Committee has established beyond all dovht X%
that the raidg,which rosulted in the loss of tons & food and clothing
contributed by wokers ali over the coumtry for the rolief of the
gtrikera, was organized by agonts of tle coal operators plenked in tne
ronks of the strikers with the inmdireet assistance of Judge Ven Beber

Judge Van Beber participated in this

the womon who took part in e raid

Broughton participated by deputizing
through his deputy Ralker four hoddlums for the purpose of loeding
a truck with food g flour and carting it away. The flooded cpndition
of the roads in ~ineville ot that time forced the thieves to park xX=m
the truck noar the depot, where :1.t11 amd soon after by a searching
party comprised of Menry Williams, Rich Wolf, Charlie Peters end Bill
Garled , all membersol’ the relief committee., These four raturned the
stolen material to the warohouse fram which the deputiged thieves had
taken 1t. Besuase the four nembers of the relief ocommittes reogbored
this food and clothing to the warehouge from which the thioves had
admittedly talken it, THEY AND NOT THE REAL THIEVES ARE NOW CHARGED
WITH ROBBERY .

"ihe Contral Strike Committes damands tl® Immediate reloase
of the faur miners go oubrageously charged with robbery, as well ad
ann end to the organized attompts of tie operators and thalr cgot s
to disrupt and discredit the welief apparatus which has bDeem get up
o7-in Kentucky and Tonne3eo through the unlted offortas of hundreds
of thousends of American workorse"




