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UK HIRES FIFTH BASKETBALL COACH SINCE RUPP

ITS BILLY G

Former T'exas A&M coach agrees to 7—\011' deal for $2.3 million a season
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started recruiting in-stat
talent for UK

o

WADE BARKER | THE BATTALION

7Y

17& .

Former high
school coach
never thought he
would be here

By Jonathan Smith

Billy
ch basket

lydll\\ terday
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When you talk about wanting to be a bas
ketball coach, you never even think a situation
s ble,” Gillispie said
Through hard work, dedication, luck and
those kind of things, I'm sitting here today as
the head coach at the best position you can
ever have in college basketball
Gillispie seemed to be in awe of his new
job
Sporting a UK pullover at a pep rally to in
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to get the right guy
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Gillispie used the word

Gillispie is known the t seen or heard of Barnhart since Tubby Smith
game. Former A&M Hnu Marlon Pompe hile false rumors he athlet
said in an e-mail to the Kernel that Gillispie is  ic director entertaining Billy Donovan's family or criss-crossing
married to basketball the country in search of & coach, Barnbart quietly did things his

We wanted someone that would match the  own way
passion and the love for basketball that Ken I apologize for being bunkered in, but I feel that was the
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COACH'S
FILE

Name: Billy Clyde Gillispie

Abilene, Texas
Hometown: Graford
Texas
Education: Graduated with an education degree
from Texas State in 1983
Coaching Honors:
of the Year in 2005 and 2007
tima National Coach of the Year finalist
tof the on g staff to lead tw
he Elite Eight in consecutive seasons
999-2000 Tulsa, 2000-01 Iilinois)
Overall Record: 100-58 ( 632)
Fun Facts: Former UK football coach Hal
Mumme athle

Gillispie
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iefeat in 288 games.

GILLISPIE'S
BASKETBALL CAREER
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head basketball coach Billy Gillispie

Into the Blue: Fans embrace Gillispie

By Eric Lindsey

ndsey@kykernel

Jim and Juanita Hammond hac
seen the UK basketball
struggle long enough

After 10 years as season ticket

ple recently decided

prog

holders, the co
not to rene tickets
But after UK hired Billy
Gillispie, the Hammonds made an
hour-long drive to
thousand UK fans at a pep rally at
Memorial Coliseur
Texas A&M coach could re
store their faith in UK basketball
Gillispie Billy
considered for the job after Florida
head coach Billy Donovan turned

join more than

hoping the for

mer

was the second

down a chance 1o interview for it

We tried to get Billy the Kid
ond said, referencing

van's nickname. “But we end

h Billy the Man

Although UK didn’t hire its top
choice, the Wildcat faithful
still ple th Gillispie's hiring
Billy Gillispie

were
ased
a1 really good

coach, a rea ruiter,” said

Justin Neuhart
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s 0-16 in Big 12 (

typical Barnhart hire, the Barnhart
type of coach. It may turn out to be

a blessing in disguise.”
Smith was pleased with the ex
¢ search Barnhart conducted
te the pressure from fan
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I know the athletic department
has worked very hard to get the best
Smith said. “1

and

person for the job
know they put a lot of time into re
searching the backgrounds of the
candidates
While Gillispie might be facing
new surroundings
traditional pr
of the most storied jobs
: basketbal
afternoon

com fan groups were

he can expect tc
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Cats look forward to fresh start
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=~y
lebee’s |

B

Thirsty Mazx & $1 Beer!
Thursday, April 12

THIRSTY THURSDAY - $1 Beer and Pepsi
Come test yourself at COLLEGE ENDURANCE NIGHT!

Wednesday, April 18 vs. Hickory, 7:05pm

The Legends retum home on Wednesday, April 18th for Chick-Fil-A Winning Wednesday,

High School Week and Jackie Robinson Day
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OUTSIDE REACTION

Kansas coach

wish Gillispie well at UK

By Matthew George

george@ykernel.com

While fans in the Bluegrass celebrated early yesterday
morning, 1,000 miles southwest, 14 basketball players
woke up coach-less

“I was kind of shocked,” said Texas A&M forward
Slade Weishuhn. The sophomore learned about coach Bil
ly Gillispie's departure around 8:30 a.m. yesterday, and al
though the decision caught him off guard, Weishuhn said
he understood it

“I really couldn’t blame him,” Weishuhn said. “Ken
tucky is a great school and he must have had a great of
fer.”

Weishuhn believes Gillispie can handle UK fans’ high
expectations and he thinks he will succeed

I think he’ll do great,” he said. “He's done great
things everywhere he’s been. Coach G, I'm sure he’s go
ing in there thinking he's got big shoes to fill and he’ll do
his best to do that.”

Weishuhn, who was recruited by Gill ie, said his
ability to snag top prospects helps make him a good
coach

He tells everybody the truth and he basically tells you

THE LAST

ADOLPH RUPP

Tenure:
Record at UK:

Major

that if you want to work hard, you'll have a chance to play
here,” he said. “He's just a great all-around coach

Weishuhn said he will miss playing for Gillispie

1've only had one coach in colle; tit'd be hard to
see myself pl for someone else because he
everythi;
play for

Kansas head coach Bill Self, a long-time friend, was
happy for Gillispie and his opportunity to coach the Ca

‘I know it was a tough decision because he had a great
stay at Texas A&M.,” Self said in a statement yesterd:
“Obviously, he felt this was a chance of a lifetime to go to
Kentucky.”

the right way,” he said. “He’s a great guy tc

Gillispie worked on Self's coaching staff at Tulsa and
Nllinois. Self hired Gillispie as an assistant at Tulsa in
1997. In the 1999-2000 season, the two helped lead Tulsa
to the Elite Eight

When Self was hired as the head coach at Illinois in
2000, Gillispie followed. Gillispie worked as both an as
sistant coach and the recruiting coordinator for an Illin
team that won back-to-back Big Ten championships

I think the people in Kentucky are getting :
coach, a great person, a tireless worker and they will enj
watching his style of play,” Self said

JOE B. HALI EDDII

Tenure: 9t Tenure:
Record at UK. Record at UK.

Red Mile Rd.
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RICK PITINO

Tenure.
Record at UK ecord at UK

Major Major

GREAT LOCATION
WALK TO CLASS

Major A Major Accomplishments

and bathrooms
Fully furnished units  Swimming pool with
sundeck

Basketball court

Sand volleyball court

Tanning beds-
residents tan for free

Game room with

billiards Parking available

NEWTOWN
CROSSING

859.226.5600

351 Foreman Avenue
Lexington, KY 40508
kentuckystudenthousing.com

>
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€ ager Bill Keightley
Keightley —a s “Mr. Wildcat
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chats with new head coach Billy Gillispie after yesterday's news conference in the Joe Craft Center.
started working with the Cats under legendary coach Adolph Rupp in 1962

His three-year turnaround was
enough to convince Barnhart. The two
met Thursday night and talked to into
the early morning hours

“We're thrilled to have him as our
basketball coach,” Barnhart said.

Gillispie's last win as A&M'’s
coach was inst Louisville in the
NCAA Tournament at Rupp Arena

We started the process with the
premier coaches in the country on our
list,” UK President Lee Todd said

And we think we found the very best
one to match what we
need at this institution at
this time

started the One thing Gillispie

said he will consider is
the team’s style of play

Although  Gillespie

d his fect style
play pres
t Andwe Sure. full-court man-to

s man defen: the team

we found I play a style that best

y best one

s with the
or coaches

wre going 1o
e style that gives
best chance to
Players
like to play fast, players
like essively
our style to play as ag
gressively as possible.”
LEe Tobp At the end of his
speech at Memorial Col
seum, Gillispie had one
last message for the
fans
I can’t wait until seven months
ind three days when we play our first
same at Rupp Arena,” he said
On that day he will be standing in
front of 24 000 fans and far from the
towns where he got his start
“I never thought I would be any
thing more than a high school coach
he said. “To be able to be sitting here

today is just a great honor

ELOTELL

Continued from page 1

best way to do it,” he said

In the end, it clearly was. While Barnhart
patiently waited for Billy D, he kept finding out
more things to like about Billy G. Those things
were evident on Friday, as Gillispie first spoke
to a rabid crowd of fans in Memorial Coliseum
before entertaining the media in the Joe Craft
Center

“Was I the second choice?” Gillispie coyly
asked a reporter who questioned how it felt to
be selected after Donovan turned down an in
terview for the job. “If I was anywhere before
seven or eight, I'd be happy.”

While we don’t know much about Gillispie
we do know this: he won’t be outworked, and
he’ll be married to the job. The divorced 47-
year-old has earned a reputation as a relentless
recruiter, and that was a major part of what at
tracted Barnhart to him

Barnhart said: “If you look at the hires
we've made, they're people who are tireless
workers, they're great recruiters, they’re well-
organized, they're passionate about their craft
they're dedicated to making Kentucky better
and they're concerned about their student-ath
letes. Those were the core elements we looked
for, sought and went after. We found the guy
that connects with all things I mentioned in Bil-
ly Gillispie.”

It's anybody’s guess if Billy Gillispie will
be successful on the court at Rupp Arena. His
history and his credentials suggest that he will,
but the same could have been said for just about
any coach UK hired

Barnhart was asked if he felt better about
hiring Gillispie after watching his coach win
the news conference yesterday

“That's for you guys to decide,” Barnhart
said. “What you see is what you get with Billy.”

If what we get from Billy is as good as what
we saw from him yesterday, it won't be long
until everyone knows what Mitch Barnhart al
ready does

That he got the right guy

Roommate Issues?
Crowded Dorms?

EXPERIENCE THE UNIQUE CONTRAST OF THE OLD &
NEW WITHIN THE WALLS OF UNIVERSITY LOFTS

Omni Place

Is The Answer
Furnished Studios

$399,/mo. Utilities Included

Half Mile from Campus
Pre-Leasing for Fall
Recently Renovated

254-6400

$8.00 men's haircut #5V1¢Hgy,

-

offer a fun, exciting, lively work environment, and afl

ent benefits package. We are looking for energeticy

self-motivated individuals who want to have FUNI

Now accepting applications for

85 way
Lexingtan, KY 40509
859-263-2546 859-224-1166

Or apply at www.applebees.com

Rodes Campboll




THE SEARCH PROCESS

KEITH SMILEY | STAFF
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*‘ Receive 1 Free Body Wrap w/any purchase of a Body
< Wrap Package. Call us for other Spring Specials 260-7779.
Conveniently located at 1710 Alexandria Drive

S

& MEDICAL VILLAS

||

ON CAMPUS LOCATION
DIRECTLY ADJACENT TO U.K. CAMPUS & 50 FEET FROM MEDICAL CENTER

WALK TO CAMPUSI

FREE PARKING-ONE SPACE PER BEDROOM * FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED + ONE LEASE OR INDIVIDUAL LEASES (3 BEDROOMS)
ON-SITE MANAGEMENT * 24 HOUR EMERGENCY MAINTENANCE « UTILITY OPTIONS * PET FRIENDLY (30 LB LIMIT)
FREE FAX & COPY SERVICE * PRIVATE BALCONIES & PATIOS * LAUNDRY FACILITY
0101 « fax 859.381.01
82, Lexington, KY 40508
.net + www forrent com/limestonesauare

imestoneapts@windstr

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartment Homes
24 hour Fitness Room & Tanning Bed
Sparkling Pool & Sand Volleyball
Tennis/ Basketball Courts
Great location less than 3 miles from UK Campus

CALL NOW FOR SPRING SPECIALS!
859-268-1903 e 3522 Creekwood Dr.

Pork « Beef * Chicken  Ribs * Mutton * Samiches « Buffalo
Wangs e Fried Pickles » Burgo ¢ Fixins * Salads ¢ Cobblers

Corner of E. High & Cochran in Chevy Chase 269‘9593

st HOME
= GAME

T 730
KY STATE UNIVERSITY

at Rupp Arena
tickets starting at $8

INDOOR FOOTBALL

5-7pm

FREE food,

Buffalo Trace Bourbon tasting,
Rupp Arena beers half price

For individual tickets,
call 859.233.3535
www.Lexingtonhorsemen.com
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RECRUITING

Gillispie looking to attract more in-state talent

New UK coach
promises to spend
time with all state
high school coaches

By J.. Williams

jwilliams@kykarnel.com

Billy Gillispie spent the first nine
years of his coaching career at four
high schools in Texas

Now, as the leader of the win
ningest college program in NCAA
history, he's promised coaches at
high schools across the Bluegrass
that he’s ready to start recruiting their
players

“I can’t wait to meet every single
one of the high school coaches in
Kentucky,” Gillispie said. “That's
been very important to us every
where we’ve been.”

He will have his chance over the
next few weeks with the start of the

Cannon said. “Gillispie is a good
coach.”

Gillispie’s first head coaching job
came in 1987 at Copperas Cove High
School in Copperas Cove, Texas
Over the next six years, he held three
different head coaching positions at
the high school level before moving
into the junior college ranks and then
on to Baylor University

In 1997, Gillispie became an as-
sistant coach at the University of Tul
sa under Bill Self, and when Self left
for the University of Illinois, he took
Gillispie with him

At Illinois he was responsible for
snatching Dee Brown from Michigan
State University, along with bringing
in James Augustine and Texas native
Deron Williams in 2002 before leav
ing to coach at the University of
Texas-El Paso. All three were drafted
into the NBA, with Williams going
third overall in 2005

On his last team at Texas A&M
all but two players were from Texas
Establishing the same types of rela
tionships in Kentucky could be a key

off-season and the fall 2007 signing to his recruiting success at UK
period 3 - 3 s “They produce great y
Three of the top 50 recruits in the KEITH SMILEY | sTAFF  here,” Gillispie said. “I want to
BBAR Gy ns radkad By RiVals boim was introduced Memorial Coliseum yesterday as many homegrown players that we
are from Kentucky: No. 10 Scotty can that can compete for a national
Hopson of University Heights in championship and cut down some
Hopkinsville, No. 38 Darius Miller nets, and you can only do that
of Mason County and No. 48 Bud through establishing those relation
Mackey of Scott County ships with the high school coaches
Although Hopson and Mackey 3 Still, Gillispie’s Texas ties may
have already verbally committed to help UK land big recruits from the
schools Hopson to Mississippi state. While still at A&M. Gillispie
State and Mackey to Indiana — they signed DeAndre Jordan, a 6-foot-10
may still be swayed to join UK's center from Christian Life Center in
) Humble, Texas, who is ranked No. §
nationally by Rivals.com. There has
been some speculation that Jordan
will follow Gillispie to UK
Undecided seniors Patrick Patter
son, of Huntington, W.Va., and Jai
Lucas, from Houston, have said they
are still considering UK. Neither
could be reached for comment yes

h and has promised more rom Kentucky high schools

2008 recruiting class because neither
has signed a letter of intent

I don’t think anyone would be
shocked to see new interest (in
Mackey),” said Billy Hicks, Mack
ey’s high school coact

Kentucky’s h chool coaches
would welcome the in-state interest
from Gillispic

Kentucky's people want to see terday

Kentucky players at UK ames UK commit A.J. Stewart of Jack

Haire, the coach at Elizabethtown y Woesd. " sonville, Fla., has said he is still
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! in A . J would be a good coach,” said Stew
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zed for his inability to acquire  Xs and Os, but if you don’t recruit A&M cruit by Rivals.com. “I don’t know

To be a good coach, you have too much about his style. I know

: is A&M did really good last

gh he wasn't heavily recr y regarded recruits, especially good players, you're not going t
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g, et

ndmdual leases private patics and baiconses state-of the-art fitness Center

all ubities included” fully furnished game rogm with pool table & ping pong
gh speed internet included washer & dryer in each unit sparkling swimming pool & hot tub
cable TV with HBO incloded fully equippad modem kitchen Ighted tennis and basketds!! Courts
free parking (no towing) modern computer lab tand wolleyball count
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The Courtyards 845 Red Mile Road
Lexington, KY 40504  866.663.5536
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